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The Return of Telemachus. 


The Goddeſs Minerva commands Telemachus in a Viſion to 
return to Ithaca. Piſiſtratus and be fake leave of Me- 
nelaus, and arrive at Pylos, where they part; and 
Telemachus ſets ſail, after hawing received on board 
Theoclymenus tbe Soothiayer. The Scene then changes 
fo the Cottage of Eumæus, who entertains Ulyſſes with 7 
a recital of bis adventures, In the mean time Telema- 
chus arrives on the 72 and ſending the veſſel to tbe 
town, proceeds by himſelf to the lodge Eumæus. 1 
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6 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XV. 


Beneath the royal Portico difplay'd, 5 1 
With Nefor's fon; Telemachas was lay di - Þ 
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thoufh in ſ6rfi6 places gilded” and adörn'd : Rowever, to make us 
amends, he breaks out again before the concluſion of his courſe, and 
ſets at laſt in glory. | 

There is no doubt, but all the Parts of a Poem are not capable of 
equal luftre ; nay, ought not toy dazzle us alike, or tire us by a 

perpetual ſtrain upon the imagination. But in theſe cooler relations 

a Tranſlator has a hard Taſk: He is expected to ferne, where the 

Author nay and the unreaſonable Critic cemands a Copy 

more noble the Original. *Tis true, theſe are the paſſages of 

which he ought to take particular care, and to ſet them off to the 

| beſt advantage: But however he may poliſh a vulgar flone, it will 

fill retain its inherent degree of cloudineſs; and the man is ignorant 

indeed, who thinks one cah make it a Diamond. 

The ftory now turns to Telemachus, and the Poet briefly deſcribes 
his voyage to his country: There is a neceſſity to be conciſe, for the 
Hero of an Epic Poem is never to be out of fight, after his intro- 
duQtion.' The little time that Home? employs in the return of Teke- 
machs is not ſpent unuſefully by Ulyſſes 3 during this interval, he 
learns the ſtate of his publick and domeſtick affairs from Eumavs, 
and prepares the way for the deſtruction of the Suitors, the chief de- 
ſign of the whole Odyſſey. There is another reaſon why the Poet 
ought not to dwell at large upon the ftory of Telemachus ; he bears 

' af HAGEAED relation to che Odyſſey, and cotſequently Flomer was 
neceſſitated to paſs over his actions with brevity, that he might de- 
{tribe the Herd of his Poem at foll length. It has been objeted, MY 
that no mention has been made of any action at all of Telemachus YE 
during his whole ſtay with Menelaus, arid that he lies there idly, RF 
without making his voyage contribute any thing to the reſtitution of 
Ulyſſes ; but from the former obſervation it is evident, that this ſi- 
lence in the Poet proceeds from judgment; nothing is to be inſerted 
in an Epic Poem but what has ſome affinity with the main defign of 
it: but what affinity could the actions of Telemathus in the 8 
court have with thoſe of Ulyſſes? This would have been to make 
two Heroes in one Poem, and would have broken the Unity of the 
Kon; whereas by the contrary conduct Homer unites the two ſto- 

es, and makes he voyage of Telamachus ſubſetvient to the chief 
iction ; namely, the reſtitution of U. Telehachus undertakces a 
voyage to mike enquiry after DUN; this the Poet y deſcribes, 
Fecaule it has an immediate relation to Uly/# ; but paſſes over all 
other adventures during the abſence of Telemacbus, becauſe they have 
1⸗ relation to the deßgn. W 
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In ſleep profound: the Son of Neftor lies; 
Not thine, U Cure unſeal'd his eyes: 
| Reſtleſs 


5 1 know it has been objected, that the whole ſtory of Telemachuy 
Is foreign to the Odyſſey, and that the four firſt books have not a 
—X fofficient connexion with the reſt of the Poem, and therefore that 
tere is a double action: But this objection will ceaſe, if it be made 
appear, that this voyage contributes to the reftoration of Ulyſſes ; for 
TX whatever incident” fas ſuch an effect, is united to the ſubjeRt and 
eſſential to it. Now that this voyage has ſuch an effect is very evi- 
dent; the ſuitors were ready to ſeize the throne of Ulyſes, and com- 
IT pe! his wife to marry ; but by this voyage Telemachut breaks (heir 
IT whole defigns. Inſtead of uſurping the throne, they are obliged to 
IT defend themſelves : they defer their purpoſe, and waſte much time 
in endezvouring to intercept him in his return. By this method lei- 
= ſure is gain'd from the violence and addreffes of the ſuitors, till 
EE Uk;/ returns and brings about his own re-eftabliſhment. This voy- 
age therefore is the ſecret ſource from which all the happineſs of 
== Uy/e flows: for had not Telemachus ſail'd to Py, P muft 
have been compell'd to marry, and the throne of Ulyſſes uſurped. I 
bave been more large upon this objection, becauſe many foreign Cri- 1 
ties lay great weight upon it. See Note XIX on the firſt book. 
= There has lately been a great diſpute amongſt the French, con- 
cerning the length of the ſtay of Telemachus from his country. The 
"IT debate is not very material, nor is it very difficult to ſettle that 
point. Telemachus fail'd from Ithaca in the evening of the ſecond 
day, and returns to it on the thirty-eighth in the morning, fo that 
be is abſent thirty-five days leatly. og 
V. . Now had Minerva, Se.] If this had been related by an 
XZ Hiftorian, be would have only faid that Telemachus judg d it neceſſary 
= for his affairs to ſail back to his own country; but a Poet ſteps out 
ot the common beaten road, aſcribes the wiſdom of that Hero to the 
1 — of it, and introduces her in perſon, to give a dignity to his 
Poetry. . 
Te Reader may conſult in general the extracts from Boſſu, (plac's 
IF before the 50 concerning machines, or the interpoſition of Dei- 
ies in Epic Poetry. I will here beg leave to ſet them in a different 
nnd more particular light. | 
5 It has been imagin'd that a Deity is never to be introduc'd but 
hen all human means are ineffectual: If this were true, Minerva 
. ould be in vain employ'd in bringing Telemachus back, when a com- 
ron Meſſenger might have anſwer'd that purpoſe as well as the 
RF Coddeſs. I doubt not but the verſe of Horace has led many into 
is error; Aber | en 
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Reſtleſs he griev'd, with various fears oppreſt, 
And all thy fortunes roll'd within his breaſt. 10 
When, O Telemachus ! (the Goddeſs ſaid) 
Too long in vain, too widely haſt thou ſtray d. 
«ra Thus 


Nec Deus inter fit nifi dignus vindice nodus, 


This rule is to be apply'd only to the Theater, of which Horace there 
ipeaks, and means no more, than when the knot of the Play is to 
be unty'd, and no other way is left for making the diſcovery, then 
let a God deſcend and clear the intricacy to the Auditors. But, as 
Mr. Dryden obſerves, it has no relation to Epic Poetry. 

It is true, that a Deity is never to be introduc'd upon little and 
unworthy occafions z the very deſign of Machines is to add weight 
and dignity to the ſto „ and conſequently an unworthy employment 
defeats the very intent of them, and debaſes the Deities by making 
them act in offices unworthy of the characters of divine perſonages: 
But then it is as true, that a Poet is at liberty to uſe them for orna- 
ment as well as neceſſity. For inſtance, both Virgil and Homer in 
their deſcriptions of ſtorms introduce Deities, Neptune and A olus, 
only to fill our minds with grandeur and terror; for in reality a 
form might have happen'd without a miracle, and Aneas ani Ulyſſes 
doth have been driven upon unknown ſhores, by a common ſtorm as 
well as by immediate interpoſition of Neptune or /Eolus. But ma- 
chines have a very happy effect; the Poet ſeems to converſe with 
Gods, gives ſigns of a divine tranſport, and diſtinguiſhes his Poem in 
all Parts from an Hiſtory. 

V. 5. Beneath the royal Portico, &c.] Minerva here finds Telema- 
chus in bed: It is neceſſary to remember that Ulyſſes landed in Ithaca 
in the morning of the thirty-fifth day; and when Minerva left him, 
ſhe went to the Spartan court to Telemachus ; this viſion therefore 
5 to that Hero in the night following the thirty- fifth day. On 

thirty-fixth he departs from Menelaus, and lodges that night with 
Dieccles ; on the thirty-ſeventh he embarks towards the evening, fails 
all night, and lands on the thirty-eighth in the morning in his own 
country. From this obſervation it is likewiſe evident, that Ulyſſes 
paſſes two days in diſcourſe with Eumæus, tho the Poet only diſtin- 
guiſhes the time by the voyage of Telemachus ; for the preceding book 
conciudes with the thirty-fifth day, and Telemachus ſpends the thirty- 
fixth and thirty-ſeventh and the following night in his return, and 
meets Ulyſſes in the morning of the thirty-eighth day. This remark 
is neceſſary to avoid confuſion, and to make the two ſtories of Ulyſſes 
dad Telemachus coincide, in this and the next book of the Odyſſey. 


V. 20. 


Boox XV. HOMER, ODYSSEY. 9 
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Thus leaving careleſs thy paternal right 

The robbers prize, the prey to lawleſs might. 

On fond purſuits neglectful while you roam, 15 
Ev'n now, the hand of Rapine ſacks the dome. 

Hence to Atrides ; and his leave implore 

To launch thy veſſel for thy natal ſhore ; 

Fly, whilſt thy Mother virtuous yet withſtands 

Her kindred's wiſhes, and her Sire's commands ; 20 
Thro' both, Eurymachus purſues the dame, | 
And with the nobleſt gifts aſſerts his claim. 

Hence therefore, while thy ſtores thy own remain : 


Thou know'ſt the practice of the female train, EYE 


V. 20. Her kindred *s wiſhes, and ber Sire's commands.) Ovid had 
theſe lines in his view in his Epiſtle of Penelope to Uly/ſes. 


Me pater Icarius viduo decedere lecto 
Cogit, & immenſas increpat uſque moras. 


But why ſhould Minerva make uſe of theſe arguments, to perſuade 
Telemachus to return immediately; and give him no information con- 
cerning the ſafety of Ulyſſes, who was now actually landed in his own 
country ? The Poet * this diſcovery to be made in the future 
part of the ſtory: If Telemachus had known of his father's being al- 
ready return'd, there could have been no room for the beautiful in- 
terview between the father and the ſon; for the doubts” and fears, 
the ſurprize and filial tenderneſs, on the part of Telemachus ; and for 
the patern-1 fondneſs, the yearnings of nature, and the tranſports of 
Joy, on the part of Ulyſſes, Ariſtotle particularly comments this 
conduct of Homer with reſpect to Ulyſſes. Theſe difguifes and con- 
cealments, (ſays that Author) perplex the fable with agreeable plots 
and intricacics, * us with a variety of incidents, and give room 
for the relation of many adventures; while Ulyſſes ill appears in 
aſſum'd characters, and upon every occaſion recites a new Hiſtory. 
At the ſame time the Poet excellently ſuſtains his character, which 
is every where diſtinguiſh'd by a wiſe and ready diſſimulation. N 
V. 24. Thou know'ſt the practice of the female train.] This is not 
ſpoken in derogation of Penelope, nor applied to her in particular; it 
| A 5 is 


To ſeize thy life ſhall lurk the murd'rous band, 35 


10 HOME R ODYSSEY. Book KV, 


Loſt in the children of the preſent ſpouſe 25 
They ſlight the pledges of their former vows ; 
Their love is always with the lover paſt ; 

Still the ſucceeding flame expells the laſt. 

Let o'er thy houſe ſome choſen maid preſide, 
Till heav'n decrees to blefs thee in a bride. 30 
But now thy more attentive ears incline, 
Odſerye the warnings of a pow'r divine: 

For thee their ſnares the Snitor Lords ſhall lay 
In Samos ſands, or ſtreights of Ibaca, 


= FF 1 


Ere yet thy footſteps preſs thy native land. 
No ſooner far their riot and their luſt 
All cov'ring earth ſhall bury deep in duſt ! 
Then diſtant from the ſcatter'd Iflands ſteer, 


Nor let the night retard thy full career; 40 


is laid down as an univerſal maxim, and utter'd by the Goddeſs of 
wiſdom: But (ſays Madam Dacier) I wiſh the Poet had told us, if 
the huſbands in his days had better memories toward their de 
wives? But what advantage would this be to the fair ſex, if we al- 
low that an huſband may poſſibly forget a former wife? 1 chuſe ra- 
ther to congratulate the modern Ladies, againſt whom there is not 
the leaſt objection of this nature. Is it not evident, that all our 
widows are utterly diſconſolate, appear many months in deep mourn- 
- ing? and whenever they are prevail'd ypon to a ſecond marriage, do 
they not chuſe out the ſtrongeſt, beſt built, and moſt vigorous youth 
of the nation? For what other reaſon, but that ſuch conſtitutions 
may be a ſecurity againſt their ever feeling. the like calamity again ? 
What I have here ſaid ſhews that the world is well cbang'd fince the 
times of Hamer; and however the race oſ-man is dwindled and de- 
cay d fince thoſe ages, yet it is a demonſtration that the modern La- 
dies are not to blame for it, 


\ I Thy 
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& Thy heav'nly guardian ſhall inſtruct the gales 
Jo ſmooth thy paſſage, and ſupply thy ſails: 


And when at {thaca thy labour ends, 

Send to the town thy veſſel with thy friends; 
But ſeek thou firſt the Maſter of the ſwine, 
(For ſtill to thee his loyal thoughts incline) 


There paſs the night : while he his courſe purſues 


To bring Penelope the wiſh'd for news, 
That thou ſafe ſailing from the Pylian ſtrand 
Art come to bleſs her in thy native land. 
Thus ſpoke the Goddeſs, and reſum'd her flight 
To the pure regions of eternal light. 
Mean while Pi/ffratus he gently ſhakes, 


And with theſe words the flumb'ring youth awakes. 


Riſe, ſon of Neftor ! for the road prepare, 
And join the harneſs'd courſers to the car. 

What cauſe, he cry'd, can juſtifie our fligit, 
To tempt the dangers of forbidding night ? 
Here wait we rather, till approaching day | 
Shall prompt our ſpeed, and point the ready way. 
Nor think of flight before the Spartan King 
Shall bid farewel, and bounteous preſents bring; 
Gifts, which to diſtant ages ſafely ſtor d, | 
The ſacred act of friendſhip ſhall record. 


45 


= 


55 


Thus he. But when the dawn beſtreak'd the Eaft, 65 


The King from Helen role, and ſought his gueſt, 


Ag 
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As ſoon as his approach the Hero knew, 

The ſplendid mantle round him firſt he threw, 

Then o'er his ample ſhoulders whirl'd the cloak, 

| ReſpeRful met the Monarch, and beſpoke. 70 
Hail, great Atrides, favour'd of high Jove / 

Let not thy Friends in vain for licence move. 

Swift let us meaſure back the wat'ry way, 

Nor check our ſpeed, impatient of delay. 


If with defire ſo ſtrong thy boſom glows, 75 
Il, ſaid the King, ſhou'd I thy wiſh oppoſe ; 
For oft in others freely I reprove 
The ill-tim'd efforts of officious love ; 
Who love too much, hate in the like extream, 
And both the golden Mean alike condemn. ; 
Alike he thwarts the hoſpitable end, 
Who drives the free, or ſtays the haſty friend ; 
True friendſhip's laws are by this rule expreſt, 
Welcome the coming, ſpeed the parting gueſt. 


V. $4. Welcome the coming, ] Homer has 
here laid together admirable precepts 755 ſocial Tad Fee the paſſage was 
much admir d; Herodotus borrow d it, as we are inform d by Euſta- 


* 
, oh 
altes aTmoTipnai inay lines viicgas. 
Bot . or thro* inadvertency 


wrote down Herodotus for Theocritus, in whom theſe lines are to be 
foond: 


Mn Zcrodoxor xox ff, AN f 
Manu arr Trp ai, ira ibi vito da.. 
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Book XV. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 
Yet ſtay, my friends, and in your chariot take 


The nobleſt preſents that our love can make: 


Mean-time commit we to our women's care 
Some choice domeſtic viands to prepare; 

The trav'ler riſing from the banquet gay, 

Eludes the labours of the tedious way. 

Then if a wider courſe ſhall rather pleaſe 

Thro' ſpacious Argos, and the Realms of Greece, 
Atrides in his chariot ſhall attend ; 


"XX Himſelf thy convoy to each royal friend. 


No Prince will let UM heir remove 
Without ſome pledge, ſome monument of love : 


I & Theſe will the Caldron, theſe the Tripod give, 
From thoſe the well-pair'd mules we ſhall receive, 


Or bowl emboſs'd whoſe golden figures live. 


8 


95 


To whom the Youth, for prudence fam'd, reply'd, 100 


O Monarch, care of heav'n! thy people's pride! 


No friend in 1thaca my place ſupplies, | 
No pow'rful hands are there, no watchful eyes: 
My ſtores expos'd and fenceleſs houſe demand 
The ſpeedieſt ſuccour from my guardian hand; 
Left in a ſearch too anxious and too vain 

Of one loſt joy, I loſe what yet remain. 


3 


144 HOMER ODYSSEY. Book XV. 


His purpoſe. when the gen'rous warrior heard, 
He charg'd the houſehold cates to be prepar d. 
Now with the dawn, from his adjoining home, 
Was Boethazdes Eteonmes come; 

Swift as the word ke forms the riſing blaze, 

And o'er the coals the fmoaking fragments lays. 
Mean-time the King, his Son, and Helen, went 
Where the rich wardrobe breath'd a coſtly ſcent. 
The King ſelected from the glitt ring rows 

A bowl; the Prince a filver beaker choſe. 

The beauteous Queen revolv'd with careful eyes 
Her various textures of unnumber d dies, 


115 


V. 109. He charged the houſhold cates to be prepar d.] It is in the 
* ofiginal, He commanded Helen and ber maids to do it. ns mogerns 
have blam'd Menelaus for want of delieacy in command ing his Queen 
to perform ſuch houſhold offices. I read ſuch paſſages with pleafure, 
becauſe they are exact pictures of antient life: We may as well con- 
demn the firſt inhabitants of the world for want of politeneſs, in 
living in tents and bowers, and not in palaces. This command of 
Menelaus agrees with thoſe manners, and with the patriarchal life. 
Gen. xviii. 6. Mrabam haſten d into bis tent, and ſaid unto Sarab hi: 
wife, make ready quickly three meaſures of fine meal : Knead it, and 
make cakes upon the bearth. ; 

I doubt not but the continual deſcriptions of entertainments bave 
likewiſe given offence to many; but we may be in ſome degree re- 
concil'd to them, if we confider they are not only inſtances of the 
hoſpitality of the amtients, but of their piety and religion: Every 
meal was a religious act, a facrifice, or a feaſt of thank (giving : liba- 
tions of wine, and vfferings of part of the fleſh were conſtantly 
made at every entertainment. This gives a dignity to the deſcrip- 
tion, and when we read it, we are not to conficer it as an act merely 
of eating or drinking, but as an office of worſhip to the Gods. 

This is a note of the Critics; but perhaps the ſame thing might 
as well be ſaid of our modern entertainments, wherever the good 
practice of ſaying Grace before and after meat is not yet laid aſide, 
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Boon xv. NO E ODTSSET, tg 
And choſe the largeſt; with no valgar art 120 
Her own fair hands embroider'd ev'ry part: 


WT Beneath the reſt it lay divinely bright, 
RT Like radiant He/per o'er the gems of night. 


ben with each gift they haſten'd to their gueſt 
b And thus the King Uſes heir addreſt. 128 
4 © Since fix'd are thy reſolves, may thund'ring Jove 


Wich happieſt omens thy deſires approve! 

. This filver bowl, whoſe coſtly margins ſhine - 

* Enchas'd with gold, this valu'd gift be thine ; 

Jo me this preſent, of Yulcanian frame, 130 
From Siden's hoſpitable Monarch came: 


To thee we now conſign the precious load, 
ne pride of Kings, and labour of a God. 


V. 123. Like radiant Heſper o er tbe of night.) If this paſ- 
== fage —_ tranſlated literally, it far] yn. — * 43 4 
vefure of moſt beautiful embroidery, and of the largeſt extent, a veſture 
"IRE that lay beneath the reſt, We are to underſtand by the laſt cir- 
cumſtance, that this veſture was the choiceſt of her wardrobe, 
it being repofited with the greateſt care, or mn, dAkav. 
The verſes are taken from lib. 6. of the Liad. This robe was the 
work of Helen's own hands; an inſtance that in thoſe days a great 
Lady, or a great Beauty, might be a good workwoman : And the 
here ſeems to take particular care to obviate an opinion one might 
IE otherwiſe have, that ſhe did not apply herſelf to theſe works till ber 
"IRE deft days were paſt, We are told in the Liad, 


Her in the Palace, at ber lhom fhe found, 

The golden web ber «wn ſad flory crown'd: + 

The Trojan wars ſbe weav'd, ber ſelf the prize, 
And the dire triumphs F ber fatal oyes. 
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Then gave the cup; while Megapenthe brought 
The filver vaſe with living ſculpture wrought. 
The beauteous Queen advancing next, diſplay'd 
The ſhining veil, and thus endearing ſaid. 

Accept, dear youth, this monument of love, 
Long fince, in better days, by Helen wove : 

Safe in thy mother's care the veſture lay, 

To deck thy bride and grace thy nuptial day. 
Mean-time may ſt thou with happieſt ſpeed regain 
Thy ſtately palace, and thy wide domain. 

She ſaid, and gave the veil ; with grateful look 
The Prince the variegated preſent took. 


And now, when thro' the royal dome they paſs'd, 


High on a throne the King each firanger plac d. 
A golden ew'r th' attendant damſel brings, : 
Replete with water from the cryſtal ſprings ; 
With copious ſtreams the ſhining vaſe W 

A filver laver of capacious fize. 

They waſh. The tables in fair order wk 
The glitt'ring caniſters are crown'd with bread ; 
Viands of various kinds allure the taſte 
Of choiceſt ſort and favour ; rich repaſt ! 
Whilſt Ezeoneus portions out the ſhares, 

Atride, ſon the purple dravght prepares. 
And now (each ſated with the genial feaſt, 
And the ſhort rage of thirſt and hunger ceaſt) 
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=X Boox XV. HOMER“ ODYSSEY,. 17 
IE Us ſon, with his illuſtrious friend, 160 
* | The horſes join, the poliſh'd car aſcend. 

Along the court the fiery ſteeds rebound, 

3 And the wide portal echoes to the ſound. 

ne king precedes ; a bowl with fragrant wine 

IE (Libation deſtin d to the Pow'rs divine) 165 
His right-hand held: before the ſeeds he ſtands, 
Then, mix'd with pray'rs, he utters theſe commands. 
XZ Farewell and proſper, youths ! let Neſtor know 

What grateful thoughts Riill in this boſom glow, 


» 1 1 


For all the proofs of his paternal care, SL 
Turo the long dangers of the ten-years war. 
1 | Ah! doubt not our report (the Prince rejoyn'd) 

41 Of all the virtues of thy generous mind. 

ill And oh! return'd might we Les meet 

o bim thy preſents ſhew, thy words repeat: 175 


V. 174. A eb! return'd might we Ulyſſes meet ! &c.] It is 
not impoſſible but a falſe reading may have crept into the text in 
NY this verſe. In the preſent edition it ſtands thus. 


as Yap iyoy ws 
Noce, 'IWdxny de Kid, Ode, in bine 


"Errors. 


i= wu 
= 6 
9 % 
Þ 4 


EE # The ſenſe will be leſs intricate,” and the conſtruction more eaſy, 
if inſtead of xian we inſert xi, and read the line thus pointed. 


Nogyjoa; Ib M, x Od, in Sr 
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How: will each ſpeech his grateful wonder -raiſe ? 
How will each gift indulge us in thy praiſe ? 
Scarce ended thus the Prince, when on the right 
Advanc'd the bird of Jowe: auſpicious fight! 
A milkwhite fol his clinching talons-bore, 180 
With care domeſtic pamper d at the floor. 
Peaſants in vain with threatning cries purſue, 
In ſolemn ſpeed the bird majeſtic flew 
Full dexter to the car: the proſp'rous fight 
Fill'd ev'ry breaſt with wonder and delight. 185 
" Bat Nefor's ſon the chearful filence broke, 
And in theſe words the Spartan chief beſpoke. 
Say if to us the Gods theſe Omens ſend, 
Or fates peculiar to thy ſelf portend # | 
Whilſt yet the Monarch paus d, with doubts oppreſt, 190 
The beauteous Queen reliev'd his lab' ring breaſt. 
Hear, me ſhe cry'd, to whom the Goods have giv'n 
To read this fign, and myſtick ſenſe of heav'n. 


As 


Then the verſe will have this import, O may I, upon my re- 


« turn to Ithaca, finding Ulyſſes in his Palace, give him an Account 


© « of your friendſhip !”* whereas in the common editions there is a 
tautology3 and either xi or y0510a5 muſt be allowed to be a ſu- 


cry'd, &c.] It is not clear why the Poet 

greater and penetration to Helen in the ſolution 

of this prodigy, than to Menelaus. Is it, as Euſtathius aſſerts, from 

a ſuperior acuteneſt of nature and preſence of mind in the fair ſex ? 

Or is it, that Helen in this reſembles ſome modera beauties, who 

(though their huſbands be aſk d the queſtion) will make — — 
| 3 t ves 
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Boos XV. HOMER”: ODYSSET., wg 
As thus the plumy ſow'reign of the air 

VT Lek on the mountain's brow his callow care, 195 
And wander'd through the wide ethereal way | 
To pour his wrath on yon luxurious prey: 

o ſhall thy god-like father tofs'd in vain 

Turo ail the dangers of the boundleſs main, 

JF Arrive, (or is perchance already come) 200 
4 From ſlaughter d gluttons to releaſe the dome. 


13 . 
themſe les? 1 would willy belles that Helen might bags to 
FE Kand in ſuch a poſition, as tv be able to male more minute obſerva- 
tion upon the flight of the eagle, than Menelaxs z and being more 
IT circumſtantial in the obſervation, ſhe might for that reaſon be more 
ready and circumſtantial in the interpretation. But Homer himſelf 
tells us, that ſhe receiv'd it from the Gods. This is a pious leſſon, 
to teach us in general, that all knowledge is the gift of God, and 
= perhaps here particularly inſerted to raiſe the character of Helen,' 
and make us leſs ſurpriz d to ſee her forgiven by Meznelans, when the 
is not only pardon'd, but favour'd thus with inſpiration. And in- 
RE deed it was neceſſary to reconeile us to this fatal Beauty; at whom 
the Reader is naturally enough offended: She is an actreſe in many 
of the ſcenes of the Odyſſey, and conſequently to be redeemed from 
WT contempt ; This is done by degrees; the Poet fteals away the adul- 
1:38 2. from our view, to ſet before us the amiable — * n 
194. As thus the pl overeign, &c. is en 
the bird repreſents the . — of * ek and women 
RE when the eagle ſeiz'd his prey, denote the lamentations of the rela- 
tions of the ſuitors, who are ſlain by Ulyſſes. The circumſtance of 
RE the flight of the eagle cloſe to the horſes, is added to ſhew that the 


" RE prodigy had a fix'd and certain reference to a perſon preſent 3 

RE namely Telemachus: The eagle comes ſuddenly from a mountain; 

> RE this means that Uaſſe ſhall unetpeRtedly arrive from the country to 

- FRE the luitors deſtruction. The fowl is ſaid to be fed by the family, 
RE this is a full deſignation of the fuitors, who feed Ulf, and 

t prey upon his family. And as this bird is kill'd he pn. of the 

eagle, ſo the ſuitors fall by the ſpear of Ulyſſes, Euftathius, 

N 8 

o a 

r Oh! 
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- 
Oh ! if this promiſs'd bliſs by thund'ring Jove, 
(The Prince reply'd) ſtand fix'd in fate above ; 
To thee, as to ſome God, I'll temples raiſe, 
And crown thy altars with the coſtly blaze. 
He ſaid ; and bending o'er his chariot, flung 
Athwart the fiery ſteeds the ſmarting throng ; 
The bounding ſhafts upon the harneſs play, 
Till night deſcending intercepts the way. 
To Diocles, at Phere, they repair, 
Whoſe boaſted Sire was ſacred Alpbeu, heir; 
With him all night the youthful ſtrangers ſtay d, 
Nor found the hoſpitable rites unpay'd. 
But ſoon as morning from her orient bed 
Had tiog'd the mountains with her earlieſt red, 
They join'd the ſeeds, and on the chariot ſprung ; 
The brazen portals in their paſſage rung. 
To Pyles ſoon they came; when thus begun 
To Neffor's heir Uly/es) god-like ſon : 
Let not Pafitratus in vain be preſt, 
Nor unconſenting hear his friend's requeſt ; 
His friend by long hereditary claim, 
In toils his equal, and in years the ſame. 
No farther from our veſſel, I implore, 
The courſers drive ; but laſh them to ſhore. 
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Too long thy father would his friend detain ; 

1 dread his proffer'd kindneſs, urg'd in vain. 

EEE The Hero paus'd, and ponder'd this requeſt, 

*# While love and duty warr'd within his breaſt, 

At length reſolv'd, he turn'd his ready hand, 230 
And laſh'd his panting courſers to the ſtrand. 5 
There, while within the poop with care he flor'd | 
| | The regal preſents of the Spartan Lord; EET 
TE With ſpeed be gone, (ſaid be) call ev'ry mate, 
Ere yet to Neſtor I the tale relate: ith | WE 
Tris true, the fervor of his gen'rous heart 

Brooks no repulſe, nor could'ſ thou ſoon depart ; 
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= V. 226. Too long thy father would his friend detain.] This has 
deen objected * as contrary to the promiſe of Telemachus, who 
aſſur d Menelaus that he would acquaint Neſtor with bis great friend- 

ſhip and boſpitality : Is he therefore not guilty of falſhood, by em- 
barking immediately without fulfilling his promiſe ? Zuſtatbius an- 
ſwers, that the prodigy of the eagle occaſions this alteration, and 
that the not fulfilling his promiſe is to be aſcrib'd to accident and ne- 
ceſſity, But the words of Telemachus ſufficiently juſtify his veracity ; 


they are of the plural number xaTa&MiZomer, I and Piſiſtratus will 
nin ſerm Neſtor of your hoſpitality : This promiſe he leaves to be per- 
formed by Prfiftratus, who returns directly to Nefor. Others blame 

= Telemachus as unpolite, in leaving Nefor without any acknowledg- 
ment for his civilities. Dacier has recourſe to the command of Mi- 
= neva, and to the prodigy of the eagle, for his vindication: He is 
= commanded by the Gods to return immediately; and therefore not 
= blameable for complying with their injunctions. But perhaps it is a 
= better reaſon to ſay, that the nature of the Poem requires ſuch a 
conduct; the action of the Odyſſey ſtands ſtill till the return of Tele- 

machus, (whatever happens to him in Pyle being foreign to it) and 
therefore Homer ſhews his judgment, in precipitating the actions of 
£5 ; Telemachus, rather than tri ing away the time, while the ſtory ſleeps, 
only to ſhew a piece of complaiſance and ceremony. 0 | | 


Himſelf 
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Himſelf will ſeek thee here, nor wilt thou find, 


In words alone, the Pylian Monarch kind. 1 
But when arriv'd he thy return ſhall know, 240 3 A 
How will his breaſt with honeſt fury glow? . 
This ſaid, the ſounding firokes his horſes fire, 4 
And ſoon he reach'd the Palace of his Sire. 2 


Now, (cry'd Telemachus) with ſpeedy care 
Hoiſe ev'ry fail, and ev'ry oar prepare. 
Swift as the word his willing mates obey, 
And ſeize their ſeats, impatient for the ſeg. 
Mean-time the Prince with ſacrifice adores 
Minerva, and her guardian aid implores ; 
When lo! a wretch ran breathleſs to the ſhore, 
New from his crime, and reeking yet with gore. 
A Seer he was, from great Malampus ſprung, 
Melampus, who in Py/cs flouriſh'd long, 


— From 


V. 252 great es Page] ] There is ſome 
obſcurity in this genealogical prophet, he 
liv' in Pyls,- and was. a perſon of great wealth; his. uncle Neleus 
ein d his riches, and Jetain'd chem a-whole year, to oblige him to 
recover his herds detain'd by -Jpbyclus in Phylace ; he faild in _ 2 
— — lus, the ſon of 5 4 
Bias, the brother „ Was in ore with Pers the daughter 1 
or. — —— to engage Melamput more ſtrongly in the enter- 
—— * in — 4 to his brother Bas, 9 2 
At length 38 

-priſon, upon - —.— to —— — micht 
ſucceed to his dominions, and-rewards him with re- 
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Soor XV. HOMER: ODYSSEY. 23 
eil urg'd by wrongs a foreign realm he choſe, 
Far from the hateful cauſe-of all his woes. = 255 
Neleus his treaſures one long year detnins; 
As long, he groan'd in Phylacus his chains: 
Mean time, what anguiſh and what rage combin d, 
For lovely Pero rack'd bis lab'ring mind! 
vet 'ſcap'd he death; and vengeful of his wrong 260 
45 10 Zyle drove the lowing herds along : 

IT Then { Nev; vanquiſh'd, and confign'd the Fair 
ro mil arms) he fought « foreign air ; 
A. gos the rich for his retreat he chole, 
IF There form'd his empire; there his palace roſe. 255 
50 From him Auriphares and Mantius came: 

IT The firſt begot Oiclus great in fame, 
And he Anpbiaraus, immortal name! 
The people's Saviour, and divinely wiſe, 
Belov'd by Jove, and him who gilds the ſkies, 270 
Yet ſhort his date of life! by female pride he dies. 
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From 


v. 270, Belw'd by Jove, and bin who gilt the Hr, 
"Yet fort bis date of life! by female pride be dies} 


The Poet means E » Who, being brib'd with a golden bracelet 
by Polynices, her huſband Ampbiarars to go to the 7 heban 
or, where he 16ſt his life. This is a remarkable paſſage Tho" be 
rr bd dy Jupiter and Apollo, yer be rearb'd not to o age. 18 a 

dort life the greateſt inſtance of the love of the Gods? Plato quotes 

de verſe to this purpoſe. The life of man is ſo loaded with cala- 
r mity, that it is an inſtance of the favour of Heaven to tulce the 

WE © burthen from us with ſpeed,” The ſame Author in Axfochus (if 
= that dialogue be his) aſſerts, that the Gods, having a perfect inſight 
= into 


24 HOMBR'; ODYSSEY. - Boox XV. 
From Mantius Clitus, whom Auroras love F 

* Snatch'd for his beauty to the thrones above: | 
And Polyphides on whom Phabus ſhone _ .= 
mne nee: ee 167; 
In Hyperefia's groves he made abode, a4 .Y 
And taught mankind the counſels of the Gd. 


2 


into human affairs, take ſpeedily to themſelves thoſe whom the) 
love. Thus when Trophonius and Agamedes had built a temple to 
Apollo, they pray'd to receive a blefling the moſt beneficial to man- 


kind: the God ted their Een and they were both found % 5 
dead the next morning. Thus likewiſe 


the Prieſteſs of June, when 


her two ſons had yoak'd themſelves to ber . chariot, and drawn ber 


for the greater expedition to the temple, pray d to the Goddeſs to re- 3 | 
| ward their filial piety j and*they both died 4 


at night. This agree: 


with the expreſſion of Menander, He whom the Gods love dies % 


young. | 
*Oy 64 eds peu, are „log. 2 


. v. 272+ 


» 4 


ur win ook Aurora's love - . 
Snarch'd fer bis beauty to the thrones above.] 

There is nothing more common than ſuch accounts of men being 
carried away by Ooddeſſes, in all the Greek Poets; and yet what 
offends more againſt credibility? The Poets invented theſe - fables 
_ merely out of compliment to the dead. When any perſon happen d 
to be drown'd in a river; if a man, ſome Water Nymph ftole him; 
if a woman, ſhe was ſeiz d to be the wife of the River God. If 
any were loſt- at ſea, Neptune or ſome of the Sea Gods or Goddeſſes 
talen them to their beds. But to ſpeak to the preſent purpoſe; RE 
if any perſon died in the fields, and his body happen d not to be WE 
- found, if he was murder d and buried, or devour'd by wild beafts, 
ſo that no Account was heard of his death, he was immediately ima- 
in' d to be taken from the earth by ſome Deity who was in love 


with his beauty... Thus Cirus being loſt in his morning ſports, like Wl | 


_ Orion while he was hunting, he was f. to be cartied to Heaven 
| by Aurora. being loſt at the time of dhe moraing, over which that 
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Poor xv. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 25 
rom him ſprung Thevel/ymenus, who found 
Urbe ſacred wine yet foaming'on the ground) 
x hmachs:: whom, as-to heav'n he preſt 280 
; MBs ardent vous, the firanger thus addreft. | 
co thou! that doſt thy happy courſe prepare 

ith pure libations, and with ſolemn pray'r ; 
8 y that dread pow'r to whom thy vows are paid; 
en the lives of theſe ; thy own dear head, 285 
4 Declare ſincerely to no foe's demand =D 
Iny name, thy lineage, and paternal land. 
her 43 | ws | Prepare 
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V. 273. From him ſprung Theoclymenus——] We have had a 
ng genealogical digreſſion to introduce Theoclymenus : I fear the 
ole paſſage will prove diſtaſteful to an Eagliſb palate; it not being 
Wpable of any ornaments of Poetry. I could wiſh Homer had omitted 
= ſhortened ſuch: paſſages, though they might. be uſeful in his age; 
by ſuch honourable inſertions he made his court to the beſt fami-. 
chen in Greece, Tis true the ſtory is told conciſely, and this 
aſions ſome obſcurity ; diſtance of time as well as place, makes us 
a objects ſomewhat contuſedly and indiſtinctly. In the days of 
x theſe ſtories were univerſally known, and conſequently wanted 
explication ; the obſcurity therefore is not to be charg'd upon 
mer, but to Time, which has defaced and worn away ſome parts 


en « the impreſſion, and made the image Jeſs diſcernible, 
nr The uſe the Poet makes of the adventure of Theoc , is to 
; le: EE <>couragement to Telemachus ; he aſſiſts him with his advice, 

vy his gift. of prophecy explains to him a prodigy in the conclu- 
alc; a of this book, By this method he connects it with the main 
— N Jon, in giving Telemachus aſſurances that his affairs haſten to a re- 
= dlimment. Beſides theſe ſhort relations are valuable, as they 


vey to poſterity brief hiſtories of antient facts and families that 
K A extant no where elle, | | . 
. 257. Declare --— thy name, and lineage, &c.} Theſe queſtions. 
| be thought ſomewhat extraordinary; for what apparent reaſon is 
for this fugitive to be told the name of the parents of Tele- 
? But the interrogations are very material; he makes them 
an if Telemacbhus or his father are friends to the perſon ſlain 
1 | 91. IV. R 8 by 
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Prepare then, ſaid Telemachus, to know | 3 N x 
A tale from falſhood free, not free from woe. 
From Ithaca, of royal birth I came, 290 
And great Uly/es (ever honour'd name) Þ | 
Was once my Sire: tho' now for ever loſt 3 a 
In Stygian gloom he glides a penſive ghoſt ! 2 ; 7 
Whoſe fate enquiring, thro' the world we rove ; 3 ; 
The laſt, the wretched proof of filial love. 295 7 . 

The Stranger then, Nor ſhall I aught conceal, g 11 
But the dire ſecret of my fate reveal. . 
Of my own tribe an Ar give wretch I flew - 4 . 


Whoſe pow'rful friends the luckleſs deed purſue 


ä 


by his hand? if they were, inſtead of ſailing with him, he wouli © = i 
have reaſon to fly from him, as from a perſon who might take a -W—. ,. 
his life by the Jaws of the country. _ in the Hebrew law, 
Numb. xxxv. g. The revenger of blood, (d a|x3rivwnr, or propinguu) WV; 
Hall flay the murderer, wwhen be meeteth him. But the Jews bad cite 2 % 

of refuge, to which the murderers fled as to a ſanctuary: The Gre 


in like manner, if the homicide fled into a voluntary exile, permitted 2 
him to be in ſecurity till the murder was atoned, either by fulſillig | 
a certain time of baniſhment, or by a pecuniary mulct or expiation, 
1 will only further remark the conciſeneſs of theſe interrogation 
of Theoclymenus ; he aſks four queſtions in a breath, in the compaſs of 
one line; his apprehenfions of being purſued give him no leiſure t» 
expatiate. Homer judiciouſly adapts his Poetry to the circumftancs 
of the murderer, a man in fear being in great haſte to be in ſecurity. 4 4 
Telemachus anſwers with equal brevity, being under a neceſſity to finik 
his voyage in the night to avoid the ambuſh of the ſuitors. For thi 
reaſon Homer ſhortens the relation, and complies with the exigency «Ml 
Telemachus : With this further view; to unite the ſubordinate ſtory d 
Teiemachus with that of Ulyſſes, it being neceſſary to haſten to ti: 
chief action, and without delay carry on the main defign of ti: 
Odyſſey in the re eſtabliſhment of Ulyſſes. 4 
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Wich unrelenting rage, and force from home 300 
IT he blood - ſtain'd exile, ever doom'd to roam. | 
1 L Bat bear, oh bear me o'er yon azure flood; 
b Receive the ſappliant! ſpare my deſtin'd blood 
1 / | Stranger (reply'd the Prince) ſecurely reſt 
| ; Affianc'd in our faith; henceforth our gueſt. 305 
I ; hus affable, Let God-like heir 
Fakes from the ſtranger's hand the glitt'ring ſpear : 
1 He climbs the ſhip, aſcends the ſtern with haſte, 
ud by his fide the gueſt accepted plac'd. 
i he chief his orders gives: th' obedient band 310 
1 WV ith due obſervance wait the chief's command: 
imm ſpeed the matt they rear, with ſpeed unbind 
ne ſpacious ſheet, and firetch it to the wind. 
. f inerwa calls; the ready gales obey 
e rapid ſpeed to whirl them o'er the ſea. 315 
u they paſs'd, next Chalcis roll'd away, 
li hen thickning darkneſs clos d the doubiful de: 


v. 316. Crunus they paſi d, next Chaleis c.] This whole 
eee bas been greatly corrupted ; z one line is omitted in all our 
tions of Homer, and the verſes them elves are printed erroneouſly : 2 
thus they ſtand, *. 8. P. * of-Stras's rer | 


Bay Nora "RY na} Xanaida rear, 
Atoorrs r nao; SRI TE TATA ayuvici, 

| H Org iga d ayarnopir Io; Sp. 
4 line is added from Stabo: thus in Latin, 


Præterierunt Crunos, & Chalcida fluentis amænam. 
B 2 He 
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The ſilver Phea's glitt ring Rills they loſt, l 
And fkim'd along by Ein“ ſacred. coaſt. 
Then cautious thro? the rocky reaches wind, 
And turning ſudden, ſhun the death deſign'd. 

Mean time the King, Ezmeus, and the reſt, 
Sat in the Cottage, at their rural feaſt: 


He writes ayanguin for LT Es YO pacry : and Oz; inſtead of epd. =, 
| The courſe that Telemachus ſteered is thus explained by he 2 Au- 
thor : He firſt failed northwardly as far as Eli then he turned t- 
wards the eaſt, avoiding the direct courſe to Ithaca, to eſcape the Y A 
ambuſh of the ſoitors, who lay between Samos and Ithaca, Then be 2 3 1 
ed the Echinades (called Ooa?, that is dg, or ſharp-pointed, © 9 
Homer. See Strabo, lib. 10. They are called Oxias by Pliny) tying $8 4 
near the gulph of Corinth, and the mouths of Achelous ; thus leaving i „ 
Irbaca on the eaft, and pading it, he alters his courſe again, ſails 3 
northwardly between Nhace and Acarnania, and lands on the coaft A 4 
oppoſite to the. Cepballenian ocean, where the Suitors formed their 
ambuſh. The places mentioned by Homer lie in this order, Cruni, 
Chalcis, and Phea : and are all rivers of ſmall note, or rather brooks, 
as Strabo expreſſes it: d TIT jeu dα⁰,νν,e, A 0! 1 
Oxirwr. 2 
It is highly probable that Pbeæ, and not Phere, is the true read- 
ing, for Pberæ lay in Meſſenia, and not in Elis, as Strabo, writes, and 2 
was in poſſeſſion of Agamemnon; for he mentions that city m_— 4 
the ſeven which he promiſes Achilles, in the ninth book of — 


Sewn ample Cities ſhall confeſs thy ſway, 
Thee Enope, and Pherz thee obey. 


If it had not been under his dominion, how could he transfer the we 
right to Acbilles befides,. it would be abſurd. to join Pberæ direftly 
with Chalcis, when the one was in Maſſenia, the other in Elis ; thi WW 
would rake the cuurſe of Telemachut s Navigation- unintelligible, 1 


Elis and Meſſenia were confounded in the relation, and uſed promil- nl 
cuouſly without order or regular um: 
I will only add that Srrabe in the, 20th bock of his Geography, a 
inſtead of "KaMuetibge, reads 12 perhape through 4 ſlip | i 
of his memory. it 
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I ? he baaquet paſt, and ſatiate ev'ry man, 
ro try his hoft Les thus began. 325 


0 4 vet one night more, my friends, indulge your gueſt ; 
1 The laſt I purpoſe in your walls to reſt : 
3 Fro morrow for myſelf I muſt provide, . 
ed only ak your counſel, and a guide: 
3 Patient to roam the ſtreet, by hunger led, 330 
„% od bleſs the friendly hand that gives me bread. 
1. 1 WT here in Ce roof I may relate 
ölen“ wand'rings to his royal mate; 
ds, r mingling with the ſuitors haughty train, 


ot undeſerving, ſome ſupport obtain. 335 
ail Hermes to me his various gifts imparts, 

hei e tron of induſtry and manual arts: 

Few 


V. 336. Hermes to me bit various gifts imparts, 
Patron of induſtry and manual arts. ] 


reury was the ſervant and miniſter of the Gods, and was feigned 
d be the patron of all perſons of the like ſtation upon earth ; it was 
Wppoſcd to be by his favour that all ſervants and attendants were 
ceeſsful in their ſeveral functions. In this view the connexion will 
—_— eaſy. I will go (ſays Ulyſſes) and offer my ſervice to the Sui- 
tors, and by the favour of Mercury who gives ſucceſs to perſons of 
my condition, ſhall proſper ; for no man is better able to execute 
= the offices of attendance, than myſelf.” It be objected, that 
ee ſe functions are unworthy of the character, ſe, Prune: ignit 
if an Hero; but Ulyſſes is obliged to act in his aſſumed, not = 
racter; as a beggar, not as a King. Atheneus (/ib. 1. p. 18.) 
gr dicates Ulyſſes in another manner. Men (ſays be) in former 
.  2ge5 performed their own offices, and gloried in their dexterity in 
ſoch employments. Thus Homer deſcribes Ulyſſes as the moſt dex- 
trous man living, in ordering wood for the fire, and in the arts 
B3 & of 
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_Few can with me in dext'rous works contend, 
The pyre to build, the ſtubborn oak to rend; 
To turn the taſteful viand o'er the flame ; 
Or foam the goblet with a purple ſtream. 
Such are the taſks of men of mean eſtate, 
Whom Fortune dooms to ſerve the rich and great. 
Alas! ¶ Eumæus with a ſigh rejoin'd) 13 
How ſprung a thought ſo monſtrous in thy mind? 345 
If on that god leſs race thou wouldſt attend, 
Fate owes thee ſure a miſerable end ! 
Their wrongs and blaſphemies aſcend the ſky, 
And pull deſcending vengeance from on high. 
Not ſuch, my friend, the ſervants of their feat; 350 
A blooming train in rich embroid'ry dreſt, 
With earth's whole tribute the bright table bends, 
And ſmiling round celeſtial Youth attends. 
Stay then : no eye aſkance beholds thee here ; 
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| | Sweet is thy converſe to each ſocial ear; 35; 
7 1 
101 « of cookery.” But it is no more derogation to bim to put on the WM 
I 3 a beggar, than it was to Pallas to aſſume that of 2 : 
in ſwain, as ſhe frequently does throughout the 00 b 5 
V. 348. Their wwrongs and bla ſpbemies aſcend the 754 The ſenſe 5 =. 
it of this paſſage appears to me very obvious; Dacier renders it, Re. 
[ whoſe wiolence and inſolence is ſo great that they regard not the Gods, a, | 
0 - that they attack even the beavens. I ſhould rather chuſe to under- r 
1101 ſtand the words in the more plain and eafy conſtruction: Grotiu 12 
l} i111 is of this judgment, an thinks they bear the ſame import as theſe 3 » 
Wo in Gen. xviii. 2 1. I Twill go down and ſee if they bave done according „ . 
18 the cry which is come — 42 and indeed there is a great ſimilitude Bn 
| [ between the expreſſions, 8 a 
| | Well! 
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ell pleas'd, and pleaſing, in our cottage reſt, 

ill good Telemachus accepts his gueſt 

Wich genial gifts, and change of fair attires, : 
And ſafe conveys thee where thy ſoul deſires. | 
© To him the man of woes. O gracious Jove/ 360 
1 Reward this ſtranger's hoſpitable love, 
Wo knows the ſon of ſorrow to relieve, 
EChears the ſad heart, nor lets affliction grieve. 
or all the ills unhappy mortals know, 

: A life of wand'rings is the greateſt woe : 365 
On all their weary ways wait Care and Pain, 

And Pine and Penury a meagre train, 

Jo ſuch a man ſince harbour you afford, 

+$ [Relate the farther fortunes of your Lord; 

Wbat cares his Mother's tender breaft engage, 379 
And Sire, forſaken on the verge of age; 
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Beneath 


V. 370. What cares bis Mother's tender breaſt engage, 
And Sire forſaken on the werge of age. ] 


= Theſe queſtions may ſeem to be needleſs, becauſe Ulyſes had been 
fully acquainted with the ſtory of Laertes, and the death of his mother 
—_—_ 4nticka, by the ſhade of Tirefias ; but Ulyſſes perſonates a ftranger, 
nnd to carry on that character, pretends to be unacquainted with all 
= the affairs of his own family. I cannot affirm that ſuch frequent re- 
" RT petitions of the ſame circumſtances ate beautiful in Hamer; the re- 
Lurement of Laertes has been frequently mentioned, and the death of 
—_ nila related in other parts of the Odyſſey ; however neceſſary ſuch 
reiterated accounts may be, I much queſtion whether they will prove 
entertaining; Homer himſelf in this place ſeems to apprehend it, for 
nus paſſes over the queſtions made by Ulyſſes with a very ſhort 
1 anſwer, and enlarges upon other circumſtances, relating to his family 
and affairs, to give (as Euftathius 1 variety to his Poetry. But 
8: | 4 


* 
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Beneath the ſun prolong they yet their breath, 

Or range the houſe of darkneſs and of death? 
To whom the ſwain. Attend what you enquire, 

Laertes lives, the miſerable fire, 375. 

Lives, but implores of ev'ry pow:r to lay 

The burden down, and wiſhes for the day. 

Torn from his offspring in the eve of life, 

Torn from th' embraces of his tender wife, 

Sole, and all comfortleſs he waſtes away, 380 

Old age untimely poſting ere his day. 0 

She too, ſad Mother | for Ulyſſes loſt 

Pin'd out her bloom, and vaniſh'd to a ghoſt. 

(So dire a fate, ye righteous Gods | avert, 

From ev'ry friendly, ev'ry feeling heart |) 385 

While yet ſhe was, tho' clouded o'er with grief, 

Her pleafing converſe miniſter'd relief : 

With Crimene, her youngeſt daughter, bred, 

One roof contain'd us, and one table fed. 

But when the ſoftly-ſtealing pace of time 390 

Crept on from childhood into youthful prime, 


this conduct is very judicious upon another account: It lets Ulyſſes 
into the Knowledge of his condition, and by it he is able to take his 
meaſures with the greater certainty, in order to bring about his owa 
re-eſtabliſhment. This is a demonſtration that the objection of Rapis 
is without foundation; he calls theſe interviews between Ulyſſes and 
Eumaus mere idle fables, invented ſolely for amuſement, and contri- 
buting nothing to the action of the Odyſſey ; but the contrary is true, 
for Ulyſſes directs his courſe according to theſe informations. 


To 
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To Samo, Iſle ſhe ſent the wedded fair; 
Me to the fields, to tend the rural care ; 
Array'd in garments her own hands had wove, 
Nor leſs the darling object of her love. 395 
Her hapleſs death my brighter days o'ercaſt, 
Yet providence deſerts me not at laſt; 
My preſent labours food and drink procure, 
And more, the pleaſure to relieve the poor. 


% 


Small is the comfort from the Queen to hear 400 
Unwelcome news, or vex the royal ear; 

Blank and diſcountenanc'd the ſervants ſtand, 

Nor dare to queſtion where the proud command: 


V. 399. And more the pleaſure to relieve the poor.] This verſe, 
Tes iDayon”, i:, xa; Gele idwra. 


has been traduced into the utmoſt obſcenity ; Ezftatbius vindicates 
the expreſſion : It means, I have ſuſtained myſelf with meat and 
% drink by an honeſt induſtry, and have got Wherewithal to relieve 
« virtue that wants.” He interprets aid ow, by ardpaowy dN 8 


gloss, or, men worthy of regard and bonour : E irog x) neva. 
The tollowing words, 


'Ov Hh ir argous 
"Our" tres, 276 Th 19 ——— 


* | may of a _ conſtruction, and imply either that 7 tale no 
ight in bearing of Penelope, ſbe being in diſtreſi, and in the power 
of the ſuitors; or that the ſuitors ſo befiege the palace, that 7 . 
Poſſible for me to hear one gentle word from Penelope, or receive one 
obliging action from ber hand. The preference is ſubmitted to the 
Reader's judgment; they both contain images of tenderneſs and 
humanity, 


B 5 | No 
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No profit ſprings beneath uſurping pow'rs ; 
Want feeds not there, where luxury devours, 405 
Nor harbours Charity where Riot reigns: 
Proud are the lords, and wretched are the ſwains. 
The ſuff ring chief at this began to melt; 

And, oh Eumeus ! thou (he cries) haſt felt 

The ſpite of fortune too ! her crutl hand 419 
Snatch'd thee an infant from thy native land ! 

Snatch'd from thy parents arms, thy parents eyes, 

To early wants! a man of miſeries ! | 

Thy whole ſad Rory, from its firſt, declare: 

Sunk the fair City by the rage of war, 415 
Where once thy parents dwelt? or did they keep 

In humbler life? the lowing herds and ſheep ? 

So left perhaps to tend the fleecy train, 8 

Rude Pirates ſeiz d, and ſhipp'd thee o'er the main ? 
Doom'd a fair prize to grace ſome Prince's. board, 420 
'The worthy purchaſe-of a foreign lord. 

If then my fortunes can delight my friend, 

A ſtory fruitful of events, attend : 

Another's ſorrow may thy ear enjoy, 


And wine the lengthen'd intervals employ. 425 
Long nights the now declining year beſtows ; 
A part we conſecrate to ſoft repoſe, | 

N 8 A pan 


v. 426, Long nights the now declining year beſtowws, &c.] From 
hence we may conclude, that the return of Ulyſſes was probably 1 


„err 


Be 
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A part in pleaſing talk we entertain ; 
For too much reſt itſelf becomes a pain. 


Let thoſe, whom ſleep invites, the call obey, 430 
Their cares reſuming with the dawning day : 
Here let us feaſt, and to the feaſt be join'd + 
Diſcourſe, the ſweeter banquet of the mind ; 
Review the ſeries of our lives, and taſkle * 
The melancholy joy of evils paſt: | 435 
For he who mach has ſuffered, much will know ; 
And pleas'd remembrance builds delight on woe. 
Above Ortygia lies an Iſle of fame, 


Far hence remote, and Syria is the name; 
' (There 


* 


the decline of the year, in the latter part of the autumn, and not in 


the ſummer; the nights then being ſhort cannot be called NUxxeg 
abnopatu. Euſtathius, 1 

V. 429. Too much reſt itſelf becomes a pain.] This aphoriſm 
is agreeable to natuie and experience; the ſame thing is aſſerted by 
Hippocratgs, Sleep or wwatchfulneſs, wwhen exceſſive, becomes diſeaſes ; too 
much fleep occaſions an exceſs of perſpiration, and cuntequently 
weakens and diſſipates the animal ſpirits. Dacter, 


V. 434 and taſte 
n The melancholy joy of evils paſt. | | 


There is undoubtedly a great pleaſure in the remembrance of paſt ſuF- 
ferings: Nay, calamity has this advantage over proſperity; an evil 
when paſt turns into a comfort ; but a paſt pleaſure though innocent, 
leaves in its room an anxiety for the want of it, and if it be a guilty 
pleaſure, a remorſe. The reaſon (obſerves Euffathius)- why paſt evils 
delight, is from the conſciouſneſs of the praile due to our prudence, 
and patience under them, from the ſenſe of our felicity in being de- 
livered from them, and from gratitude to divine providence, which 
has delivered us. It is the joy of good men to believe themſelves the 
favourites of Heaven. 

; V. 438. Ortygia.} This is an ancient name of Delos, ſo call'd from 
ofTVE, a Quail, from the great numbers of thoſe birds found upon that 

iſlan 
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(There curious eyes inſcrib'd with wonder trace 
The Sun's diurnal, and his annual race) - 


440 


Not 


ifland. Lycepbren, in his obſcure way of writing, calls it ru} 
Tlepepirn or the winged Quail; perhaps from the fable of Aferia 
being turned into that bird in her flight from Jupiter, and giving 
name to the Iſland from the transformation ſhe ſufferred upon it, It 
is one of the Cyclades, and lies in the F gean ocean. Syria, or Syros, 


is another ſmall Iſland lying eaſtward of Itbaca, according to true 
Geography. 


V. 440. There curious eyes inſcrib d with wwonder trace 
The Sun's diurnal, and his annual race. ] 


The words in Homer are TpoTa} N νẽ,1 or ſolis converſiones. Mon- 
ſieur Perault inſults the Poet as ignorant of Geography, for placing 
Syros under the Tropick; an error (ſays he) which Commentators in 
vain have labour'd to defend, by having recourſe to a Sun-dial of 
Pherecydes on which the motions of the Sun (the Th, neAiows) 
were defign'd. The laſt defence would indeed be ridiculous, fince 
Pherecydes fiouriſh'd three hundred years after the time of Homer: 
No one (replies Monſieur Boileau) was ever at any difficulty about 


the ſenſe of this paſſage ; Ezfiathius proves that Tpirio da ſignifies 
the ſame as J, and denotes the ſetting of the Sun; ſo that the 
words mean, that Syros is fituate above Ortygia, on that fide where 


the Sun ſets, or weſterly, Tpos Ta rr hien Tn; Ogrvyias. 


"Tis true, Euflatbius mentions a bower, ETryAaior, in which the 
converſions of the Sun were figur'd. This indeed would fully vin- 
dicate Homer; but Bochart and others affirm, that Euffatbius is in 
an error, and that Syros is ſo far from lying to the weſt, or Tp% 
TfpoTa; dee, that it bears an eaſtern poſition both with reſpect 
to Ithaca and Delos: How is this objection to be anſwer's ? Bochart, 
p. 411. of his Geographia ſacra, explains it by having recourſe to 
the bower mention d by Euftathius, in which the motions of the Sun 
were drawn. Pherecydes (ſays Heſycbius Milefius) having collected 
the writings of the Phæniciant, from the uſe of them alone without 
any inſtructor, became famous in the world by the ſtrength of his 
own genius: And Laertius writes, that an Heliotrope made — 
was preſerv'd in the Iſland of Syros. Thus it is evident, that he 
dorrow'd his knowledge from the Pbæniciam, and probably his (kill 
in Astronomy, they deing very expert in 3 
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Vos large, but fruitful; ſtor' d with graG to keep 

W The bellowing oxen, and the bleating ſheep ; 

Her ſloping hills the mantling vines adorn, 

And her rich vallies wave with golden corn. 445 


its uſe in their navigation. then might there not be a machine 
which exhibited the motions of the Sun, made by the Phanicians, 
and why might not Homer be acquainted with it ? It is probable that 
Pherecydes took his pattern from this Heliotrope, which being one of 
| the greateſt rarities of antiquity, might give a great reputation to 
Syros, and conſequently was worthy to be celebrated by Homer, the 
great preſerver of Antiquities. Fallitur igitur. (ſays Bechart) Euſta- 
thius, cum wult intelligi, guaſs fita fit Syrus ad occiduas partes Deli; 
cum contra Deli ad ortum fit Syrus, non ad occaſum ; & rem fic ſe ba- 
bere ex ipſo Homero patet, apud quem Eumeus in Ithaca, Syriam aſſerit 
eſſe trans Delum, quo nibil dici potuit falſius, fi Syrus fit ad occaſum 


8 Deli. If this anſwer appears to any perſon too ſtudied and abſtruſe, 
* the difficulty may be ſolv'd, by ſuppoſing Eumæus ſpeaking of Delos 
f as it lay with reſpect to Syrus, before he was carried from it; for 
) inſtance, if Syrus lies on the eaft of Delos to a man in Ithaca, both 
e Ithaca and Delos will lie on the weſt of Syrus to one of that Iſland; 
8 1 would therefore imagine that Eumeus ſpeaks as a native of Syros, 
t and not as a ſojourner in Ithaca, and then Delos will lie towards the 
8 ſun-ſetting, or p NNν Tporas : But this laſt I only propoſe as 
. a conjecture, not preſuming to offer it as a deciſion. 


V. 442. Not large, but fruitful; for d with graſs whe 
The bellewing oxen, and the bleating ſheep.] 


It is probable that Hemer was well acquainted with the nature of 
this Iſland, and that it really enjoy'd an admirable temperature of 
air; and therefore was exceedingly healthful ; the fertility of the ſoil 
proves the happineſs of the air, which would naturally free the inha- 
bitants from the maladies ariſing from a leſs ſalubrious fituation, It 
is for this reaſon that they are to be ſlain by Diana and Apollo. All 
deaths that were ſudden, and without fickneſs, were aſcrib'd to 
thoſe Deities. Bochart 2 410.) tells us, that the name of Syrus 
was given to the Iſland by the Phæniciant; Afra or Sira ſignifying 
rich, in their language 3 or rather it was ſo called from Sura, or 
Aſura, ſignifying z either of theſe derivations fully denote the 
excellence both of the ſoil and air: and that this name is of Pbæni- 
cian extract is probable from the words of Homer, who aſſures us 
that they ſtay'd a whole year upon this Iſland, and conſequently had 
opportunity to know the healthfulneſs and fertility of it. 

No 
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No want, no famine the glad natives know, 

Nor fink by fickneſs to the ſhades below; 

But when a length of years unnerves the ſtrong, 

Apollo comes, and Cynthia comes along. 

They bend the filver bow with tender ſkill, 450 
And void of pain, the filent arrows kill. 

Two equal tribes this fertile land divide, 

Where two fair cities riſe with equal pride. 

But both in conſtant peace one Prince obey, 


And Creſius there, my father, holds the ſway. 455 
Freighted, it ſeems, with toys of ev'ry ſort 

A ſhip of Sidon anchor'd in our port; 

What time it chanc'd the palace entertain'd, 


Skill'd in rich works, a woman of their land : 
| | This 


V. 457. A Hip of Sidon ] Here is a full teſtimony, that 
the Pbæmcians were remarkable for arts and navigation over all the old 
world. They were expuls'd from their country by Jeſbua, (as Bo- 
chart informs us) and then ſettling along the ſea-coaſts, they ſpread 
over all the Mediterranian, and by degrees ſent out Colonies into 
Europe, Aſia, and Afric; that they were in Afric appears from Pro- 
copius, where be mentions a pillar with a Phanician inſcription, 
"Hyver; sch of Quyorre, ame wpoownrs lieu TE Ng vis 
Nair that is, We are a people that oſhua the ſon of Nun, 
the robber ; they gave him that title — * — 4 FA diſ- 
poſſeſſion. The eharacter they bear in the ſcriptures agrees with this 
in Homer, Iſaiah xxiii. 2. The Merchants of Sidon, that paſs ove 
the ſeas; and it likewiſe appears from the Scriptures, that they ex- 
cell'd in all arts of embroidery, and works of cuiiofity. 


V. 458. What time it chanc'd the palace entertain d, 
Skill*d in rich wort, a woman of their land.] 
F was ſurpriz'd to find that Fuftathius miftock this Pbænician woman 


for the mother of Eumeus ; ſhe herſelf tells us, that ſhe was only 
his Governeſw . ang . 
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This nymph, where anchor'd the Phenician train, 460 
To waſh her robes deſcending to the main, 
A ſmooth-tongu'd ſailor won her to his mind; 
(For Love deceives the beſt of woman-kind. ) 
A ſudden truſt from ſudden liking grew ; 
She told her name, her race, and all ſhe knew. 465 
I too (ſhe cry'd) from glorious Sidon came, 
My father Arybas, of wealthy fame; 
But ſnatch'd by pirates from my native place, 
The Taphians ſold me to this man's embrace. 
Haſte then (the falſe deſigning youth reply'd) 479 
Haſte to thy country ; love ſhall be thy guide; 
Haſte to thy father's houſe, thy father's breaſt, 
For ſtill he lives, and lives with riches bleſt. 
« Swear firſt (ſhe cry'd) ye ſailors! to reſtore 
« A wretch in ſafety to her native ſhore. 475 
Swift as ſhe aſk'd, the ready ſailors ſwore. 


Ilaida yag ade i in eue . 


It is not probable that Eumeus would have painted his own mother 
in the dreſs of an adultereſs, and an abandon's traytreſs: Nay, he 
directly diſtinguiſhes his mother from this Pbænician in the ſequel of 
the ſtory (where he calls her ToT1a pwyT1e, or his wenerable mo- 
ther) and when he ſpeaks of the Pbænician, he conſtantly calls ber 


yur, not piTnp. Nor indeed could he have call'd ber æbrn at 
all, if ſhe had been a perſon of ſuch a deteſtable character. Spon- 
danus adopts the miſtake of 1 3 and endeavours to vindicate 
her from the manner of her frailty. Modefte decepta donis, Cc. ut 
eorum libidini obſecundaret, it was a modeſt adultery, ſhe being de- 
«« ceived by bribes to yield to their ſolicitation.” However errone- 


ous this opinion is, yet it ſhews Spondanus to be a kind and complai- 
ant Caſviſt, = . f ; 
She 
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She then proceeds: Now let our compact made 

Be nor by ſignal nor by word betray'd, 

Nor near me any of your crew deſcry'd 

By road frequented, or by fountain fide. 489 

Be Silence ſtill our guard. The Monarch's ſpies 

(For watchful Age is ready to ſurmize) 

Are till at hand; and this reveal'd muſt be 

Death to yourſelves, eternal chains to me. 

Your veſſel loaded, and your traffic paſt, 485 

Diſpatch a wary meſſenger with haſte : 

Then gold and eoſtly treaſures will I bring, 

And more, the infant offspring of the King. 

Fim, child-hke wand'ring forth, I'll lead away, 

(A noble prize!) and to your ſhip convey. 490 
Thus ſpoke tbe dame, and bomeward took the road. 

A year they traffic, and their veſſel load. 

Their ſtores compleat, and ready now to weigh, 

A ſpy was ſent their ſummons to convey : 


An artiſt to my father's palace came, 495 
With gold and amber chains, elab'rate frame: 

Each female eye the glitt ring links employ, 

They turn, review, and cheapen ew ry toy. 

He took th* occaſion as they ſtood intent, 

Gave her the ſign, and to his veſſel went. 500 


* 
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ye ſtrait purſu'd, and ſeiz'd my willing arm; 

D follow'd ſmiling, innocent of harm. | 

wree golden goblets in the porch ſhe found, 

(The gueſts not enter'd, but the table crown'd) 

Hid in her fraudful boſom, theſe ſhe bore : 505 
Now ſet the ſun, and darken'd all the ſhore. 

Arriving then, where tilting on the tydes 

Prepar'd to launch the freighted veſſel rides; 

Aboard they heave us, mount their decks, and ſweep - 
With level oar along the glaſſy deep. 510 
Six calmy days and fix ſmooth nights we fail, 

And conſtant Jove ſupply'd the gentle pale. 

The ſeventh, the fraudful wretch, (no cauſe deſory d) 
Touch'd by Diana's vengeful arrow dy'd. 


p 


Down 


V. 502. I. fall d ſmiling, innocent of harm.) There is a little 
incredibility in this narration ; for if Eumeus was ſuch an infant as 
he is deſcrib'd to be at the time when he was betray'd by his Pbæni- 
cian Governeſs, what probability is there that he ſhould be able to 
retain all theſe particulars ſo circumſtantially ? He was not of an age 
capable of making, or remembring ſo many obſervations. The an- 
ſwer is, that he afterwards learn'd them from Laertes, who bought 
him of the Phonicians : And no doubt they told him the quality of 
Eumeus, to enhance the Price and make the better bargain. It is 
allo natural to imagine, that Eu, when he grew up to man- 
hood, would be inquiſitive after his own birth and fortunes, and 
* might probably learn theſe particulars from Laertes. Eu- 
us, 


V. 511. Six s, &c.] It is evident from this paſſage, that 
it is above fix days fail from to Syros, though carried with fa- 


vourable winds. Dacier. 
] 1 would juſt ob- 


0 


V. 514. Diana's wengeful arrow 
ſerve e poetical juſtice of Homer, in the puniſhment of this Pbæ- 
ncan, Misfortune generally purſues wickedneſs, and — we 

eſcape 
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Down dropt the caitiff corſe, a worthleſs load, 515 
Down to the deep; there roll'd the future food 
Of fierce ſea wolves, and monſters of the flood. 
An helpleſs infant I remain'd behind; 
Thence born to 1thaca by wave and wind; 
Sold to Laertes, by divine command, $20 
And now adopted to a foreign land. 
To him the King. Reciting thus thy cares, 
My fecret ſoul in all thy forrows ſhares: 
But one choice bleſſing (ſuch is Joe's high will) 
Has ſweeten'd all thy bitter draught of ill : 525 
Torn from thy country to no hapleſs end, 
The Gods have, in a maſter, giv'n a friend. 
Whatever frugal nature needs is thine, 
(For the needs little) daily bread and wine. 


eſcape the vengeance of man, yet heav'n frequently overtakes uv 
when we think we are in ſecurity, and death calls us from our im- 
pious acquiſitions. 

V. 521. And now to 4 foreign land.] Homer has here given 
us. an Hiſtory of the life of Eumeus ; the Epiſode contains near an 
hundred lines, and may ſeem entirely foreign to the action of the 

ooo: F will not affirm that it is in every reſpe& to be juſtify d. 
„The main ſtory is at a ſtand; but we are to confider that this rela- 
tion takes up but ſmall of one "leiſure evening, and that the 
action cannot proceed till return of Telemachus, It is of uſe to 
ſet off the character of Eumæui, and ſhew him to be a perſon of 
quality, worthy to be an agent in an Epic Poem, where every cha- 
raster ought to be remote from meanneſs : So the ſtory has a diſtant 
relation to the 09, and perhaps is not to be look'd upon merely 
r- excreſcence from the main building, but a ſmall projection to 

rn it, . 


While 
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While I, ſo many wand'rings paſt and woes, 530 
Live but on what thy poverty beſtows. 
So paſt in pleaſing dialogue away 
The night; then down to ſhort repoſe they lay; 
'Till radiant roſe the meſſenger of day, 
While in the port of 1haca, the band $35 
Of young Telemachas approach'd the land ; 
Their fails they loos'd, they laſh'd the maſt aſide, 
And caſt their anchors, and the cables ty d: 
Then on the breezy ſhore deſcending join 
In grateful banquet o'er the roſy wine. 540 
When thus the Prince: Now each his courſe pirſue ; 
I to the fields, and to the city you. | 
Long abſent hence, I dedicate this day 
My ſwains to viſit, and the works ſurvey. 
Expect me with the morn, to pay the ſkies 545 
Our debt of ſafe return, in feaſt and ſacrifice. 
Then T heoclymenus. But who ſhall lend, 
Mean time, protection to thy ſtranger: friend? 


V. 534+ Till radiant roſe the meſſenger of day.] This is the morn- 
ing of the thirty-eighth day fince the beginning of the Odyſſey. Tis 
obſervable that Telemachus takes more time in his return from Pylos, 
than in failing thither from his own country ; for in the latter end 

of the ſecond book he ſets ſail after ſun-ſetting, and reach'd Pyle 
in the = og 4 Here he embarks in the afternoon, and yet arrives 
not at Ithaca till after bieak of day. The reaſon of it is not to be 
aſcribed to a leſs proſperous wind, but to the greater compaſs he was 
oblig'd to fetch, to eſcape the ambuſh of the ſuitors. In the former. 
voyage he ſteer d @ direct courſe; in this he fails round about to the 
north of Ibaca, and therefore waſtes more time in his voyage to it. 


Strait 
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Strait to the Queen and Palace ſhall I fly, 

Or yet more diſtant, to ſome Lord apply ? $50 
The Prince return d. Renown'd in days of yore 

Has ſtood our Father's hoſpitable door; 


4 

. 
f 
5 
1 
3 
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No other roof a ſtranger ſhou'd receive, ni 
Nor other hands than ours che welcome give. a Th 
But in my abſence riot fills the place, 553 es 
Nor bears the modeſt Queen a firanger's face, WT} 
From noiſeful revel far remote ſhe flies, | 

But rarely ſeen, or ſeen with weeping eyes, 

No let Eurymachus receive my gueſt, 

Of naturegcourteous, and by far the beſt ; 560 
He wooes the Queen with more reſpectful flame, du 


And emulates her former huſband's fame: 


V. 561. He wvoces the Queen with more reſpe3iful flame, 
And emulates ber former buſband 1 fame, ] | 


The words in the original are 8 ved · tyipas It, which may 
either be render'd, to obtain the honour of marrying Penelope, agree- 
ably to the former part of the verſe; or it means that Ezrymachut 
has the faireſt hopes to marry Penelope, and obtain the throne or Yigas 
of Ulyſſes, tranſlates the verſe almoſt obſcenely in the former 


ſenſe: 
— He beſt leves my motber ; 
Aud what my father did, would do the ſame. 


The former in my judgment is the better conſtruction, eſpecially be- 
_ cauſe it avcids a tautology, and gives a new image in the ſecond part 
of the verſe, very different from the ſenſe expreſs'd in the former 
part of it. But of all the meanings it is capable of 1 ſhould preter 
this; “ That he courts her upon the moſt honourable principles, 
ce and ſeems defirous to have the honour of Ulyſſes, by imitating his 
& worth: and this is agreeable to the character of Exzrymachu, 
which diſtinguiſhes him from all the other Suitors. With 
1 


* 
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W With what ſucceſs, tis Joe's alone to know, 

And the hop'd nuptials turn to joy or woe. 

Thus ſpeaking, on the right up-ſoar'd in air 565 
The hawk, Apo!ho's ſwift-winged meſſenger; | 
His deathful pounces tore a trembling dove ; 

The clotted feathers ſcatter'd from above 

Between the Hero and the Veſſel pour 

Thick plumage, mingled with a ſanguine ſhow'r. 570 
= Th" obſerving Avgur took the Prince afide, b 
Seiz 'd by the hand, and thus prophetie cry'd. 


V. 566. The hawk, Apollo's Po op ed meſſenger.) The Au- 
gury is thus to be interpreted 3 is the hawk, the Suitors the 
| pigeon 3 the hawk denotes the valour of Ulyſſes, being a bird of prey 3 

the pigeon repreſents the cowardice of the Suitore, that bird being 
remarkable for her timorous nature. The hawk flies on the right, 
to denote ſucceſs to Ulyſſes | 

Homer calls this bird the Meſſenger of Apollo; not that this au- 
gury was ſent by that Deity, (tho that be no forced interpretation) 
but the expreſſion. implies, that the hawk. was facred to Apollo; as 
the peacock was to Juso, the owl to Pallas, and the eagle to Fu- 
piter. Thus lian, amm. lib. 10. c. 14. AvyoTho To ifeaxa 


To Ar Tipedy boixdor, Ic. and he gives the reaſon of it, 
for the hawk is the only bird that is capable to bear the luftre of the 
Sun without. inconvenience. and di ; the ſame is ſaid of. the 
eagle, but this hawk is reckond to be of the Agwiline. kind. It was 
death among the Zgyptians to kill this bird, becauſe it was dedicated 
to A * * 

I is another reaſon why. any bird that was taken notice of 
by way of augury, may be ſaid. to be the meſſenger of Apollo, that 
Deity preſiding over divination. | 

V. 571. T' obſerving augur took the Prince. afide.] The reaſon: 
why Theoclymenus withdraws Telemachus, while he interprets the Au- 
wed is not apparent at the firſt view, but he does it out of an ap- 
prehenſion left he ſhould. be over-heard by ſome of the company, 
who might diſcloſe the ſecret to the. Suitors, and ſuch a diſcovery: 
might prove fatal to his own. perſon, or to the fortunes. of Telma 
uz, Euftathius, ts 
Von 


by the diſcovery of the ſkill of Theoclymenus in Augury: He fears 
left the Suitors ſhould extort ſome prediftion from him that might 


fore the dawn, in the night preceding the thirty-fixth day, and he 
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Yon bird that dexter cuts th' aerial road, | 
Roſe ominous, nor flies without a God: | 
No race but thine ſhall Inbaca obey, © 3g rk 
To thine, for ages, heav'n decrees the ſway. | | 
Succeed the Omen, Gods! (the youth rejoin'd) = 
Soon ſhall my bounties ſpeak a grateful mind, 

And ſoon each envy'd happineſs attend 

The man, who calls Telemachus his friend. do 
Then to Peiræu : Thou whom time has prov'd 

A faithful ſervant, by thy Prince belov'd! 

Till we returning ſhall our gueſt demand, 

Accept this charge with honour, at our hand. 

To this Peirexs ; Joyful I obey, 585 
Well pleas d the hoſpitable rites to pay. 
The preſence of thy gueſt ſhall beſt reward 
(If long thy ftay) the abſence of my Lord. 

Wich that, their anchors he commands to weigh, 
Mount the tall bark and launch into the ſea. 599 


We find that Telemachus intended to deliver Theoclymenus to the care 
of Eurymachus : What then is the reaſon why he thus ſuddenly al- 
ters that reſolution, and intruſts him to Peireus ? This is occaſion d 


be detrimental to his affairs, or ſhould he refuſe it, to the perſon of 
Theoclymenus. Fuat ius. | 


This book comprehends ſomewhat more than the ſpace of two 
days and one night; for the viſion appears to Telemachus a little be- 


lands in 7rbaca on the thirty-eighth in the morning. 
| All 
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All with obedient haſte forſake the ſhores, 

WE And plac'd in order, ſpread their equal oars. 
WT hen from the deck the Prince his ſandals takes; 
WPois'd in his hand the pointed jav'lin ſhakes. 
bey part; while leſs'ning from the Hero's view, 595 
swift to the town the well-row'd gally flew : 

W The Hero trod the margin of the main, 

And reach'd the manſion of his faithful ſwain. 
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The Diſcovery of Ulyſſes to Telemac bus. 
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carry Penelope the news of his return. Minerva 4. 
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- More agreeable and tunetul words, that their harmony ſteals away 
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The Prince's near approach the dogs deſcry, 5 
And fawning round his feet confeſs their joy. 


T! 


'T heir I 


from the placing of them ? No one will affirm that it conſiſts in the 
chivice-of- the words, for the. dition is entirely low and vylgar, ſo 
vulgar that a common Artificer or Peaſant, who never ſtudied elocy- 
tion, would uſe it in converſation ; turn the Verſes into Proſe, and 
this will appear. There are no tranſpoſitions, no figures, no variety 
of dialect, nor any new and ſtudied expreflions. Where then is the 
beauty of the Poetry? It muſt be intirely aſcribed to the harmonious 
juncture and poſition of the words; and he concludes that the coll 
cation of words has a greater efficacy both in Proſe and Poetry, than 
the chorce. And indeed a judicious Diſpoſition of them (like what iz 
feigned.of Minerva in this book) makes a mean, deformed, and vul- 
gar period, riſe, like Ulyſſes from beggary, into pomp and dignity, 
This may be exemplified from the rules of mechanic arts: an archi- 
tect, when he gathers his materials for a building, has theſe three 


correſpondent piece will beſt agree: next he conſiders their ſeveral 
formations, and how it will beſt ſtand in the ſtructure; and laſtly, 
if any part of the materials ſuits not with the allotted place, he fe- 
jects it or new ſhapes it, till it agrees with the whole work: ihe 
ſame care is to be taken by a good writer: he is firſt to conſider 
what Noun or Verb is to be joined to other Nouns or Verbs ſo fitly as 
not poſſibly to be placed more conveniently 5 for a promiſcuous con- 
necting of words indiſcriminately ſpoils both Proſe and Poetry: Next 
he conſiders the frame or turn of the Verb or Noun, and how it will 
ſtand in the place he allots it; and if it ſuits not exactly, he changa 
it, ſometimes by varying the Numbers, ſometimes the Caſes, and at 
other times the Genders : and laſtly, if a werd prove ſo ſtubborn a 
not to bend to the level of the period, he intirely rejects it, and in- 
troduces another that pre'erves a due conformity; or at leaft, if an. 
inbharmonious word be neceſſary, he places it fo judiciouſly between 
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Gur ienagination from obſerving the roughneſs of the others: Like wiſe 
Generals, who in ordering the ranks of their Soldiers, ſtrengthen 
the weaker files by ſuſtaining them with the ſtronger z and by this 
method render the whole invincible. See likewiſe Cap 32. of Lu- 
ginus, of the diſpoſition of words. | > 

V. 3. their meal prepare.] The word in the original is 
Gp, which here denotes very evidently the morning repaſt : it is 
2 but in one other place in all Hemer in this ſenſe: Iliad, Lib. 24 

„124. 
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Their gentle blandiſhment the King ſurvey'd, 
WT Heard his reſounding ſtep, and inſtant ſaid; 


Some 
the 7 7, = / » 
/fo Er, imivorro g irt doilo & fin. 
cu- | 
and But we are not therefore to imagine that this was an uſual meal; 
ety Homer in other places expreſſes it by de7mv0v, as is obſerved by Atbe- 
the neut, lib, 1. : 
ous 
» Oc d pa Jever TN amo 0 autre dogicorro. | 
. \ « At the dawn of the day they took repaſt and armed themſelves for 
by te battle.“ The Greeks had three cuſtomary meals, which are di- 


ſtinctly mentioned by Palamedes in Aſchylus, 


"Apira, dera, dera aiciola . 


Uy, Homer, adds Athenus, mentions a fourth repaſt, Lib. 17. of the 

re- Och: 

he | 

der ov & tpxuo duiniong, 

y 2s | 

on- This the Romans called commeſſationem, we a collation, a repaſt taken, 

ext as the ſame Author explains it, between dinner and ſupper; the word 

will is derived a&mo Tng Jiang Gia, or the evening twilight. But 

80 Atbenæus refutes himſelf, lib. 5. p. 193. I have already (ſays he) 

| at obſerved that the Antients eat thrice a day; and *tis ridiculous to 

L 3 imagine that they eat four times from theſe words of Homer, 

in- | 

— o N ipyeo durnnoag. 

12 For that expreſſion meant only that Eumeus ſhould return in the 

hen evening, 0:42» Natpinas Xporm. But this is not the full import 

this of the word devon; for it undoubtedly means, To take the 

un- evening repaſt or ſupper, as is evident from the conclufion of the 
| ſeventeenth book of the Odyſſey : Return, ſays Telemachus to Eumæus, 

] is but firſt take Refreſhment 3 and Eumæus accordingly eats, and the Poet 

it is immediately adds, becauſe the Evening was come, or #w1Av0s diis xo 

24. 


Lap. However, in no ſenſe can this word be brought to prove 
that the Greeks eat four times in the day: but if any perſon will 
imagine that it fignifies in that place an immediate meal, all that 

C 3 can 
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Some well-known friend (Camus) bends this way; 
His ſteps I hear ; the dogs familiar play. 10 
While yet he ſpoke, the Prince advancing drew 
Nigh to the lodge, and now appear'd in view. 
Tranſported from his ſeat Euneus ſprung, 
Drop'd the full bowl, and round his boſom hung; 


Kiſlng 


ean be gathered from it is, that Telemacbus out of Kindneſs to Fumæut 
commands him to eat before the uſual hour of repaſt, before he leaves 


his palace : but Hefychivs rightly interprets it by 79 d A 
tfgwpa, that is, cating bir Suppory for as Drier and dg 
ſignify the dinner, ſo demo and dune denote the time of ſupper 
promiſcuouſſy. 

I will add no more, but refer the reader for a full Explication of 
deen, Gre and Faurtr, to Lib. 8, Queſt. 6. of Plutarch's Sym- 


P2fiacy, : 

V. 14. Drop'd the full bowl ——] In the original it is, Eumæui 
drop'd the bowl as he tempered ät with water, It was cuſt mary 
not to drink wine unmixed with water among the antients ; there 
was no certain proportion obſerved in the gnixture, ſome to ape veſſel 
of wine poueed in two of water, others to two of wine five of 
water. Hamer tells us that the wine 7 Maron was ſo ſtrong - to 

eguire meaſures of water to one of wine; bot perbaps this is 
— to ſhew the uncommon ſtrength of K. The 

edemonians uſed to boil tbeir wine till the fifth part was con- 
ſumed, and then keeping it four years, drank it : but ſometimes the 
Grecians drank it without water (but this they called reproachtully 


ine, or to act like a Scythian, from whom they borrowel 
the cuſtam.) It was uſual even for cbildren to drink wine thus 
tempered amangft the Grecians, thus in this book Eurymachus, 


— d. 0e Lvl ec, 
And Phenix in the ninth of the Hadi, ſpeaking of Achilks ; 
| e, e 
Hendel por xaredevoa;. 


At Auen there was an altar eretted to Bacchus aplthas, betauſe from 
thus tempering the wine men returned prigbt or ſober from em ert ain. 


ments; 
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Kiſſing his-cheok, his hand, while from his eye 15 

The tears rain'd copious in a ſhow'r of joy. | 

As ſome fond fire who ten long winters grieves, 

From foreign climes an only ſon receives, 

(Child of his age) with ſtrong paternal joy 

Forward he ſprings, and claſps the fav'rite boys 20 . 

So round the youth his arms Eumæus ſpread, 

As if the grave had giv'n him from the dead. 
And is it thon? m ever dear delight 

O art thou come to bleſs my longing fight! | 

Never, I never hap'd to view this day, 25 

When o'er the waves you plow'd the deſp'rate way. 

Enter, my child! beyond my hopes reſtor'd, 

O give theſe eyes to feaſt upon their lord. 

Enter, ch ſeldom ſeen! for lawleſs pow'rs 

Too much detain thee from theſe ſylvan bow'rs. . 30 
The Prince reply d; Eumæut, I obey ; 

To [eek thee, friend, I hither took my way. 

But ſay, if in the court the Queen reſide 

Severely chaſte, or if commenc'd a bride ? 


Thus 


ments; and a law was enaQed by bitryon, and afterwards re- 


vived by Solon, that no unmixed wine ſhould be drank at any enter- 
tainment. 


=—Y 


V. 33- 


if in the court the Queen reſide 
Severely chaſte, or if commenc d a bride? 


Homer here makes uſe of a proverbial expreflion, It may thus be 
literally tranſlated, 
C4 or 
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Thus He: and thus the Monarch of the Swains; 3; 
Severely chaſte Penelope remains, 

But loſt to-ev*ry joy, ſhe waſtes the day 
In tedious cares, and weeps the night away. 
He ended, and (receiving as : they paſs 

The javelin, pointed with a ſtar of braſs) 


Or ſay if ebſlinate no more to wed, 
She dooms to ſpiders nets tb imperial bed: 
Telemachus means by this queſtion, if Penelope be determined no more 


to marry; for the marriage bed was eſteemed ſo ſacred, that upon 
the deceaſe or abſence of the huſband, it remained unuſed. 


Euftathius quotes the ſame expreſſion from other Authors of An- 
tiquity ; thus Heſficd, 


Ex & alyiur iNacilas AfA. 


« You ſhall clear the veſſels from ſpiders webs; meaning that 
you Dall bave ſo full employment for your weſſels, that the ſpiders ſhall 
n more ſpread their looms there. And another Poet praying for 
peace, wiſhes ſpiders may weave their nets upon the ſoldiers arms; 


£T*g% TownTn; i e vt ad agdyxya; inivxiru 
rata vac Toi, omni. Thus we find among the Greeks it 
was an expreſſion of dignity, and apply'd to great and ſerious occa- 
ſions; I am not certain that it is ſo uſed by the Romans, Catullus 
uſes in jocoſely, ſpeaking of his empty purſe, 
n tui Catulli 


Plenus ſacculus eft aranearum, 
Plautus does the ſame in his Hulularia: 


— ae quis edes auferat ? 
Nam hic apud nos nibil eft aliud quæſti furibus, 
Ita inaniis ſunt oppletæ, atque araneis, | 


I am doubtful if it be not too mean an image for Exgliſp Poetry. 


They 


- 
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W They reach'd the dome; the dome with marble ſhin'd. 
His ſeat Les to the Prince reſign'd. 

Not ſo——{exclaims the Prince with decent grace) 

For me, this houſe ſhall find an humbler place: 

T' uſurp the honours due to ſilver hairs 45 


And rev'rend ſtrangers, modeſt youth forbears. 


Inſtant the ſwain the ſpoils of beaſts ſupplies, 

And bids the rural throne with oſiers riſe. 

There ſat the Prince: the feaſt Fumeus ſpread, 

And heap'd the ſhining canilters with bread. 50 


S 4 


Thick o'er the board the plenteous viands lay, 
The frugal remnants of the former day. 
| Then 


V. 43. Not ſo —— (exclaims the Prince ——] Nothing can more 
ſtrongly repreſent the reſpect which antiquity paid to ſtrangers, than 
this conduct of Telemachus : Ulyſſes is in rags, in the diſguiſe of a, 
beggar, and yet a Prince refufes to take his ſeat. 1 doubt not but 
every good man will be pleaſed with ſuch inſtances of benevolence _ 
and humanity to his fellow-creatures ; one-well-natured action is 
preferable to a thouſand great ones, and Telemachus appears with 
more advantage upon this heap of hides and oſiers, than a Tyrant 

on his throne. 

V. 52. The frugal remnants of the former day.] This entertain- 
ment is neither to be aſcribed to parfimony nor poverty, but to the 
cuſtom and hoſpitality of former ages. It was a common expreſſion 
among the Greeks at table, leave ſomething for the Medes; intimating 
that ſomething ought to be left tor a gueſt that might come acciden- 
tally. Plutarch in his ſeventh Book of the Symps/. Reſton 3. com- 
mends this conduft, Eumæus (ſays that Author) a wiſe ſcholar of a 
wiſe maſter, is no way diſcompoſed, when Telemachus pays him 2 
viſit, he immediately ſets before him 8 


Tbe frugal remnants of the And days 


Beſides, the table was accounted ſacred to the Gods, and nothing 
that was ſacred was permitted to be empty; this was another _— 
| C 5 way. 
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Then in a bowl he tempers gen'rous wines, 
Around whoſe verge a mimic Ivy twines. 
And now the rage of thirſt and hunger fled, 
Thus young Us to Exmens ſaid. 

Whence father, from what ſhore this ſtranger, fay ? 
What veſſel bore him o'er the wat'ry way? 
To human ſtep our land impervious lies, 
And round the coaſt circumfluent oceans riſe. 

The ſwam returns. A tale of ſorrows hear ; 
In ſpacious Crete he drew his natal air, 
Long doom'd to wander o'er the land and main, 


For heav'n has wove his thread of life with pain. 
Half-breathleſs 'ſcaping to the land he flew 


55 


From The/prot mariners, a murd'rous crew. 


To thee my ſon the ſuppliant I reſign, 

I gave him my protection, grant him thine. 
Hard taſk, he cries, thy virtue gives thy friend, 

Willing to aid, unable to defend. 


why the Antients always reſerved part of their provifons, not dolely 
out of hoſpitality to men, dut piety to the Gods. 

V. 70. Willing to aid, It has been obſerved that Homer 
intended to give us the picture of a complete Hero in his two Poems, 
drawn from the characters of Achilles and Ulyſſes : Achilles has con- 
ſummate valour, but wants the wiſdom of L: Ulyſſes has cov- 
rage, but courage inclining to caution and ſtratagem, as much as that 
of Achilles to raſhneſs. Virgil endeavoured to form a compleat Hero 
in /Zneas, by joining in bis perſon the forward Courage of Achilles, 
with the wiſdom of Ulyſſes, and by this conduct gives us a perfect 
<haraQcr. Phe Tame obſervation holds good with vreſpect to the 
ſubordinate characters introduced into the 2we Ferns of che die! 
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Can ſtrangers ſafely in the court reſide, 

Midi the ſwell'd inſolence of luſt and pride? 

Ev'n I unſafe: The Queen in doubt to wed, 

Or pay due honours to the nuptial hed ?. 

Perhaps ſhe weds gegardleſs of her fame, 75 
Deaf to the mighty a name. 


and Odyſſey; and makes an eſſential difference between them: Thus 
the Iliad exhibiting an example of heroic valour, almaſt all the cha- 
raRers are violent and 'hervic. Diomeu, Ajax, Hector, c. are all 
chiefly remarkable for courage: But the Oxy being intended to te- 
preſent the patience and wiſdom of an Hero, almoſt all the characters 
are diſtinguiſhed by benevolence and humanity. Telemachus and Es- 
ru, Alcinous, Nefter and Menelaus are every where repreſented in 
the mild light of wiſdom and hoſpitality. This makes a continued 
difference of ſtyle in the Poetry of the two Poems, and the characters of 
the agents in the Odyſſey neceſſarily exhibit lectures of piety and mo- 
rality. The Reader ſhould keep this in his view. In reading Hamer, 
the Odyſſey is to he looked upon as as a ſequel of the Thad, and then 
he will find in the two Poems the perfection of human nature, con- 
ſummate courage jomed with conſummare piety. He muſt be an unob- 
ſerving Reader, who has not taken notice of that Jin of hamanity 
that runs through the whole Odyſſey; and a bad man, that has not 
been pleaſed with it. In my opinion, Eumeus tending his herds is 
more amiable. than Achilles in all his deſtructive Glory. There is 
ſcarce a ſpeech made in the Gdy//ey by Exmeans, Telmarbus or Ulyſſes, 
but what tends to the improvement of mankind: It was this that 
endeared the Odyſſey to the Antients, and Homer's featences of mo- 
rality were in every mouth, and introduced in all convexfatian for 
the better condu of human life. This Verſe was thus applied by. 
ſome of the Antients; a perſon being aſked what was the Duty of an 
Orator, or Pleader, anſwered from Hamer, 


ede in e e aprbamiey. 


In ort, I will act deny bur that the Shad is by far the mobler 
Poem, with teſpect to whe 3 it as fit to he read by Kings 
and Heroes 3 butithe-Qdyſcy is of ae 20 a mankind, as it 2eaches 
ws £0 de uod men gather than great, and av refer morality 20 
( 


However, 
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However, Stranger! from our grace receive 
Such honours as befit a Prince to give; 
Sandals, a ſword, and robes, reſpe& to prove, 
And ſafe to ſail with ornaments of love. 8 
Till then, thy gueſt amid the rural train 
Far from the court, from danger far, detain. | 
*Tis mine with food the hungry to ſupply, J 8 
And cloath the naked from th' inclement fy. E 
Here dwell in ſafety from the ſuitors wrongs; 8; 
And the rude inſults of ungovern'd tongues. 
For ſhould'ſt thou ſuffer, pow'rleſs to relieve 
1 muſt behold it, and can only grieve. 
The brave encompaſs'd by an hoſtile train, 
O'erpower'd by numbers, is but brave in vain. 90 
To whom, while anger in his boſom glows, 
With warmth replies the man of mighty woes, 


v. 92. With. warmth replies the man of . mighty wer.] There is 
not a more ſpirited ſpeech in all the Odyſſey than this of Ulyſſes ; his 
reſentmentment. ariſes from the laſt words of Telemachus, obſerves 
Euftathius : . | 

The brave encompaſs' d by an hoſtile train, 
O erpower'd by numbers, is but brave in vain. 


He is ing his ſon for the deſtruction of the Suitors, and anima- 
ting him againſt deſpair by reaſon of their Numbers. This he brings 
about, by repreſenting that a brave man in a good cauſe prefers death 
to diſhonour. By the fame method Homer exalts the character of 
Ulyſſes © Telemacbus thinks it impoſſible to reſiſt the Suitors, Upſe 
not only reſiſts them, but a moſt without aſſiſtance works their de- 
ſtruction. There is a fine contraſt between the tiy'd co of 


. Ulyſſes, and the inexperience of Telemachus, 
1 | Since 


. »t 


80 


* . 7 


8 
1 


N 
1 


great Addreſs, 
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Since audience mild is deign'd, permit my tongue 
At once to pity and reſent thy wrong. | 
My heart weeps blood, to ſee a ſoul ſo brave 1-1 OS 
Live to baſe inſolence of pow'r a ſlave. 
But tell me, doſt thou Prince, doſt thou behold 
And hear their midnight revels uncontroul'd ? 
Say, do thy ſubjects in bold faction riſe, 
Or prieſts in fabled Oracles adviſe? 100 
Or are thy brothers, who ſhould aid thy pow'r, 
Turn'd mean deſerters in the needful hour? 
O that I were from great Ves ſprung, 
Or that theſe wither'd nerves lke thine were ſtrung ; 
Or heav'ns ! might he return! (and ſoon appear 105 
He ſhall, I truſt ; a Hero ſcorns deſpair) 
Might 


V. 10g, —— ( And ſoon appear 
He ſhall, I truff ; a Hero ſcorns deſpair.] 
Some antient Critics, as Euſtatbius informs us, rejected this verſe, 


and thus read the paſſage : 


H Tai; ie *Olvogos a jurors 1 Kai aur 3 
"AuTix" iv an ij xdpy Taper anneTpios Our. 


e 8 ſenſe will be, Ob that I were the ſon of Ulyſſes, or Ulyſſes 
imſelf, &c. EY 
For, add they, if this verſe be admitted, it breaks the tranſport of 
Ulyſes's reſentment, and cools the warmth of the expreſſion ;_ Eufta- 
thius confeſſes that he was once of the ſame opinion, but afterwards 
ſeems dubious; for continues be, Ulyſſes by ſaying, Ob that I were 
the ſon Ulyſſes, or Ulyſſes bimjelf, gave room to ſuſpect that he was 
himſelf LAH; and therefore to efface this Impreſſion, he adds with 


— . 
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Might he return, I yield my life a prey 
To my worſt foe, if chat avenging day 
Be not their faſt :- bat ſhould I loſe my life 3Z 
Oppreſ'd by numbers inthe glorious file, m_— 
I chuſe the nobler-part, and-yield any breaeh 3 
Rather than bear diſhowour worſe than death; 
Then ſee the hand of violence invade 
The rev'rend ſtranger, and the ſpotleſs maid ; 
Than ſee the wealth of Kings canſum'sd in waſte, 
The drunzards revel, and the gluttons feat. 
Thus be, with anger flaſhing rom his eye; 
Sincere the youthfel Hero made reply. 
Nor leaga'd.an factious arms my ſubjects riſe, . a 
Nor prieſts in fablad -erecles adviſe ; ' 120 
Nor are my brothers who ſhould aid my pow'r 


in; : 


Turn'd mean deſerters in the. needful hour. 


nnr | 
He fhall, I truſt ; a Hero ſcorns deſpair ) * . 


- And by this methed zemoves all jcalouſy tbat might axiſe from hit 


former expreſſion. Dacier miſrepreſents Euſtathius ; ſhe ſays, II avi! 
donne  breu-a quelque Jubyon qd me faſt .=? Cane; wheres 
he directly ſays n uro r ors 'Odboow; - gun o aN that 
fs, © 1 we ys that it may not be ſuſpedded that be 11 


% Ulyſſes who ſpeaks: In reality he inſerts theſe-words ſolely to av 


Aiſcovery, not judging it yet reaſonable ro reveal hirnfelf to Telens · 
bat, much lets to Eumæut. 


V. 208. fo my worſt for] The words in Greek are df 


barbarons enemicꝭ. 
71 cixcumſtance therefore aggravates the calamity, Zuftathius 


2 Ab 


- 


— 4 Ions omen; that is, by the work 
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Wt me! I boaſt no brother; heav'm's dread King 
3 Gives from our ſtock an ou branch to ſpring : 
one Laerres reign'd dre far heir, 125 
1 | Alone LU drew the vital air, a 
5 And I alone the bed connubial grac d, 
An unbleſt offspring of a fire unbleſt ! 
Each neighb'ring realm conducive to our woe 
= Send: forth her peers, and ev'ry peer a foe: 130 
une court proud Sames and Dukchinm fills, 
Aud lofty Zacirtb crown'd with Mady hills. 

Ev'n Itbaca and all her Lords invade 
Th' imperial ſcepter, and the regal bed: 
The Queen averſe to love, yet aw'd by pow'r, 735 
Seems half to yield, yer flies the bridal hour: 
Meantime their licence ancontroul'd I bear; 
Ev'n now they envy me the vital air: 
But heav'n will ſure revenge, and Gods there are. 

But go, Eumeus / to the Queen impart 
Oar ſafe return, and eaſe a mother's heart. 


340 


Yet 


V. 127. 4nd alone the bed connubiat grac d.] Homer mentions but 
one ſon of Ulyſſes; other Authors name another, Arc ; and 
Sepbecles, Eurylaus Lain by Telemachus ; but perhaps deſcended 
* Penelope, but Concubines. | 
140. But ga, Eumæus l 4 the Quern impart. There is nothing 
put more wonderful in Hamer, than the by wes * incidents; and 

how fully muſt he be poſſeſſed of his whole ſubject, and take it in 
f all at one view, to bring about the ſeveral parts of it naturally? Mj- 
| &rva in d beginning of the fiftceath Book commanded Telemachus 


o 
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Yet ſecret go; for num'rous are my foes, 
And here at leaſt I may in peace repoſe. 
To whom the ſwain, I hear, and I obey: 
But old Laertes weeps his life away, 145 
And deems thee loſt: ſhall I my ſpeed employ 
To bleſs his age, a meſſenger of joy ? 
The mournful hour that tore his ſon away 
Sent the ſad fire in ſolitude to ſtray ; 
Yet buſied with his ſlaves, to eaſe his woe, 150 
He dreſt the vine, and bad the garden blow, 
Nor food nor wine refuſed: but ſince the day 
That you to Pylos plow'd the wat'ry way, 
Nor wine nor food he taſtes ; but ſunk in woes, 
Wild iprings the vine, no more the garden blows. 155 
Shut from the walks of men, to pleaſure loſt, 
Penſive and pale he wanders half a ghoſt. 


to diſpatch Eumeus to Penelope, to inform her of his return, Here 
this command is executed: but is this, all the uſe the Poet makes of 
that Errand ? It is evident it is not: This command furniſhes him 
with a natural occaſion for the removal of Eumeus while Ulyſſes dil 
covers himſelf to Telemachus. But why might not the diſcovery have 
been made before Eumeus? It was ſuitable to the cautious character 
of Ulyſjzs not to truſt the knowledge of his perſon to too many 
| — 4 befides, if he had here revealed himſelf to Eumeus, there 
would not have been room for the diſcovery which is made in th? 
future parts of the Odyſſey, and conſequently the Reader had been 
robhed of the pleaſure of it: and it muſt be allowed, that the ſeveral 
concealments and diſcoveries of Ulyſſes through the Odyſ):y add nv 
imall pleaſure and beauty to it. 


- 


"Wretched 


» a Doerr ee tM> 


I. | 
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Wretched old man! (with tears the Prince returns) 
Yet ceaſe to g0—what man ſo bleſt but mourns? 
Were every wiſh indulg'd by fav'ring ſkies, 160 
This hour ſhou'd give Uly/es to my eyes. 
But to the Queen with ſpeed diſpatchful bear 
Our ſafe return, and back with ſpeed repair: 
And let ſome handmaid of her train reſort 
To good Laertes in his rural court, | 165 


v. 159. Yet ceaſe to go—what man fo big but mourns 7] 
Euftathius reads the words differently, either x fο⁰ Tie, or 
« x10pcrcs Tee. If we uſe the former reading, it will be under- 
ſtood according to the recited tranſlation ; if the latter, it muſt then 
be referr'd to Telemachus, and imply, let us ceaſe to inform Laertes, 
though aue grieve for bim. I ſuppoſe ſome Critics were ſhock'd at the 
words in the former ſenſe, and thought it cruel in Telemachus not ro 
relieve the ſorrows of Laertes, which were occafion'd chiefly thra" 
fondneſs to his perſon: Dacier is fully of this opinion: Euftathius 
prefers neither of the lections; I doubt not but Homer wrote 


E300 pcar0y * te 3 this agrees with the whole context. 


Wretched old man! (with tears the Prince returns) 
Yet ceaſe to go what man ſo bleft but mourns ? 
Were every wiſh indulg d by fav ring ſkies, ; 
This beur ſhould give Ulyſſes to my eyes. 


And as for the cruelty of Telemachus, in forbidding Eumens to go to 
Laertes, there is no room for this objection: he guards againſt it, by 
requeſting Penelepe to give him immediate information; which might 
be done almoſt as ſoon by a meſſenger from her, as by Eumæus. 


| Beſides, ſuch a meſſenger to Laertes would be entirely foreign to the 


Poem; for his knowledge of the return of Telemachus could contri- 
bute nothing to the defign of the Odyſſey: Whereas the information 
given to Penelope has this effect; it puts the Suitors upon new mea- 
ſures, and inſtructs her how to regulate her own conduct with re- 


gard to them; and therefore the Poet judiciouſly dwells u this, 
and paſſes over the other, — , _ is 


* 


While 


66 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Boox XM 


While yet he ſpoke, impatient of delay 
He brac'd quis ſandals on, and Rrode away: 
Then from the heav'ns the martial Goddeſs flies 
Thro' the wide fields of air, and cleaves the fkies ; 
In form, a virgin in ſaſt dcauty's bloom, I70 
Skill'd in th' illuſtrious labours of the loom. 
Alone to [thacus he ſtood diſplay d, 
Ant unapparent as a viewleſs ſhade 


| V. No. In form, a uiegis — Same of the antie nt Philoſo- 
pPhers thought the Poets guilty of impiety, in repreſenting the Com 
aſſuming human appearances ; Plato in particular (lib. 2. de Repub.) 
ſpeaks with great — * If a God {ſays that Author) changs 
„ his own ſhape, muſt he aſſume a more or leſs perfect form ? un- 
« doubtefily a ſhape leſs perfect; for a Deity, as u Deity, can vam 
* no perfection; therefore all change muſt be for the worſe: now it 
* is abſurd to imagine that a Deity can be willing to affeme imper- 
&« fecton, for this would be a degradation unworthy of a dive 
* Power, and conſequently it is abſurd to imagine that a can 
e be willing to change the form of a Deity; it therefore fo 
ce that the Gods enjoxing a perfeftion of mature, muſt eternally u 
4% unchangeably appear in it.“ Let no Poet therefore (meaning 
Homer ) perſunde you that the Gods aſſume the form. of ſtrangen, 
and are wvidible in ſuch appearances. It muſt be conſeſs d, that if 
Plato had thus ſpoken only to. refute the abſurd opinions of Anti- 
quity, which imagin'd the Gods to aſſume unworthy ſhapes of bulls 
dragons, ſwans, &c. auly to parform ſome rape, or action unbecom- 
ing a Deity, reaſon would have been on his ſide: But the argument 
proves too much; ſuppoſes that a Deity muſt Joſe his perfechons by 
any appearance, but of a Deity ; which is an error: If a God at 
tably to the character of « God, where is the degradation? 4+ 
Fotle was of this judgment, in oppoſition to his maſter Plate; and 
thoogt it no diminution to a Ged to appear in the ſhape of man, 
the glory of the Oreation: In reality, it is a great honour to Hon, 
that His opinions agree with — the Scriptures, rather that 
the conjectures of Philoſophers ; nay, it is not impefſible but thet 
relattors wight be-borrow'd from the ſacred Hiſtory: it being many 
felt that Homer had been in Ag ypr, the native country of Moſes, un 
whoſe writings there are frequent inſtances of this nature. | 


Eſcap'd 
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Eſcap'd Telemachus : (the pow rs above 


Seen or unſeen, o'er earth at pleaſure move) 175 
The dogs intelligent conſeſs d the tread 
Of pow'r divine, and howling, trembling fled. 
The Goddeſs beck'ning waves her deathleſs hands ; 
Dauntleſs the King before the Goddeſs ſtands. 

Then why (ſhe faid) O fauour'd of the ſkies l 189 
Why to thy God-like ſon this dong diſguiſe ? 


V. 176, The dogs imelligent confeſi'd 4be tread 
Of por divine ———] 


This may ſeem a circumſtance unworthy of Poetry, and ridiculous 
to aſcribe a greater ſagacity to the brute creation, than to man ; but 
it may be anſwer'd, that it was the deſign af the Gaildeſs to be in- 
viſible only to Telemachus, and conſequently ſhe was viſible to the 
dogs. But I am willing to believe that there is a deeper meaning, 
and a beautiful moral couch'd under this ſtory : And perhaps Homer 
ſpeaks thus, to give us to underſtand, that the brute creation it ſelf 
confeſſes the divinity, Dacter. 

V. 178. The Goddeſs beck ning waves ber deathleſs bands.) The 
Goddeſs evidently acts thus, that Telemachus might not hear her 
ſpeak to Ulyſſes ; for this would have made the diſcovery, and pre- 
cluded that beautiful interview between Ulyſſes and Telemachus that 
immediately follows. It is for the fame reaſon that ſhe conceals 
berſelf from Telemacbus, for the diſcovery muſt have been fully and 
convincingly made by the appearance and veracity of a De:ty; and 
then there could bave been no room for all thoſe doubts and fears of 
Telemacbhus, that enliven and beautify the manner of the diſcovery. 
The whole relation is indeed an allegory : The wildam of Ly (in 
Poetry, Minerva) ſuggeſts to him, that this is a proper time to r- 
veal himſelf to Telemachus; the fame wiſdom (or Minerva) inſtructs 
him to dreſs himſelf like a King, that he may find the readier credit 
with his ſon; in this dreſs he appears a new man, young and beau- 
tifal, which gives occaſion to Zalemacbus to imagine him a Deity z 
eſpecially becauſe he was an infant when his father ſail'd to Tany, 
and therefore though he now appears like Uly/jes, Telemachus does nat 
know him to be his father. Ihis is the naked Rory, whea fript of 
ts poetical ornaments, | 


Stand 
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Stand forth reveal'd : with him thy cares employ 

Againſt thy foes ; be valiant, and deſtroy ! 

Lo I deſcend in that avenging hour, 

To combat by thy fide, thy guardian power. 18; 
She ſaid, and o'er him waves her wand of gold; 

Imperial robes his manly limbs infold : 

At once with grace divine his frame improves ; 

At once with majeſty enlarg'd he moves: 


- Youth fluſh'd his red'ning cheek, and from his brows 190 


A length of hair in ſable ringlets flows ; 

His black*ning chin receives a deeper ſhade ; 

Then from his eyes upſprung the warrior-maid, 

The Hero reaſcends: The Prince o'eraw'd 

Scarce lifts his eyes, and bows as to a Gd. 195 
pe Then 


The Prince o erat d 
Scarce lifts his eyes, and bowws as to a God.] 


V. 194. 


I muſt offer a remark in oppoſition to that of Dacier vpon this place: 
« This fear of Telemachus (fays that Author) proceeds from the opi- 
« nion of the Antients when the Gods came down viſibly ; they 
« thought themſelves ſo unworthy of ſuch a manifeſtation, that 
« whenever it happen'd, they believ'd they ſhould die, or meet with 
« ſome great calamity” ; Thus the Iſraelites addreſs Moſes 3 Seat 
thou to us, and we will bear, but let not the Lord ſpeak to us, left we 
die. Thus alſo Gideon; Alas! O Lord, my God, becauſe ] have ſen 
an Angel of the Lord face to face, and the Lord ſaid to bim, fear nit, 

lt not die. Hence it is very evident, that this notion pre- 
vail'd amongſt the Iſraelites : But how does it appear that the Greets 
held the ſame opinion? The contrary is manifeſt almoſt to a demon- 
ſtration : the Gods ate introduc'd almoſt in every book both of the 
Iliad and Odyſſey ; and yet there is not the leaſt foundation for ſuch 
an aſſertion: nay, 7. himſelf in the ſecond book _ 

than 


Book XVI. HOHE R ODYSSEY, 6g 


Then with ſurprize (ſurprize chaſtis'd by fears) 
How art thou chang'd ! (he cry'd) a God appears 
Far other veſts thy limbs majeſtic grace, 
Far other glories lighten from thy face ! | 
If heav'n be thy abode, with pious care 200 
Lo! I the ready ſacrifice prepare: 
Lo! gifts of labour'd gold adorn thy ſhrine, 
To win thy grace: O fave us pow'r divine! 

Few are my days, Uly/es made reply, en” 
Nor I, alas! deſcendent of the ſky. 
lam thy father. O my ſon! my ſon! 
W That father, for whoſe ſake thy days have run 
One ſcene of woe; to endleſs cares conſign'd, 
And outrag'd by the wrongs of baſe mankind. 


205 


5 
* | | 
thanks to Minerva for appeaving to him, and prays for a ſecond 
viſion. 
O Geddefs ! bo deſcanding from the ſkies, 
Vouchſaf d thy preſence to my longing eyes; 
Hear from thy bead ns above, O warrior Maid, 
+ +. + 4 
" Deſcend once more propitious to my ai 
1 It is not to be imagined that Telemachus would have prefert'd Yhis 


prayer, if the preſence of the Deity denoted death, or ſome great 
calamity z and all the Heroes throughout the Mad eſteem ſuch inter- 
courſes as their glory, and converſe with the Gods without any ap- 
prehenſions. But whence then proceeds this fear of Telemachus ? en- 
tirely from a reverential awe and his own modeſty while he ſtands it 
the preſence of a Deity ; for ſuch he believes Ulyſſes. The words of 
Telemachus agree with his behaviour ; he ſpeaks the language of 4 
man in ſurprize ; It is this ſurprize at the ſudden change of Ulyſſes, 
that firſt-makes him imagine hirn a Deity, and upon that imagina- 
uon offer him ſacrifice and prayer; the whole behaviour paints the 


nature of man under ſurprize, and which tranſports the ſpeaker into 
vehemence and emotion. 
| | Then 
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Then ruſhing to his arms, he kiſs'd his boy 210 
With che ſtrumg raptures of a parent's joy. 
Tears bathe his cheek, and tears the ground bedew: 
He ſtrain'd him cloſe, as to his breaſt he grew. 
Alt me! (exclaims the Prince with fond deſire) 
Thou art not — no, thou can'f not be my fire, 213 
Heav'n ſuch illuſion only can impoſe, |, 
By the falſe joy to aggravate my woes. 
Who but a God can change the general doom, 
And give to wither'd age a youthful bloom? 
Late worn with years in weeds obſcene you trod, 220 
Now cloath'd in majeſty; you move a God ! 

Forbear, he cry'd; for heav'n reſerve that name, 
Give to thy father but a father's claim: 
Other Uly/tes ſhalt thou never © 
T am Uly/es, I (my fon) am He. 225 
Twice ten ſad years o'er earth and ocean toſt, 
'Tis giv'n at length to view my native coaſt. 
Pallas, unconquer'd maid, my frame ſurrounds 

Wich grace divine; her pow'r admits no bounds: 
She o'er my limbs old age and wrinkles ſhed; 230 
Now ſtrong as youth, magnificent I tread. 
The Gods with eaſe frail man depreſs, or raiſe, 
Exalt the lowly, or the proud-debaſe. 
He ſpoke and ſat. The Prince with tranſport flew, 
Hung round his neck, while tears his check bedew ; 235 
Nor 
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Nor leſs the father pour'd a ſocial flood 

They wept abundant, and they wept aloud. 
As the bold eagle with fierce ſorrow ſtung, 
or parent vultur, mourns her raviſt'd young; 


They 


v. 238. At the bold eagle -] This is a beautiful compari- 
bon; but to take its full force, it is neceſſary to obſerve the nature 
Nor this irn or vullur: Homer does not compare Li ſſes to that bird 
werely for its dlenity, it being of the Aquiline kind, and therefore 
cke King of birds; but from the knowledge of the nature of it, 
which doubles the beauty of the alluſion : This bird is remarkable 
for the love it. bears towards its young: Tearing open her own Thigh, 
ſhe feeds ber young with ber own lad: Thus allo another Author; 


20 
Tu npor iA, at wires: 
Tadατ % oAx9i5 Europeans Toes Hie. 


Femore exſer, ſanguineo laftis difluxu” ſuos fretus lam And 
Wt the 2 — Kate the vultur — — 2 repreſent a 
W compaſhonate- nature. This gives à reaſon why this bird is intro» 
duc'd with peculiar propriety to repreſent the fondneſs of Ulyſſes for 
 Telemachus, But where is the point of the fimilitude ? Ulyſſes em- 
braces his ſon, but the vultur is faid* to mourn the loſs of her young: 
8 Evfatbius anſwers, that the ſorrow alone, and vebemence of it, is 
intended to be illuſtrated by the compariſon; I think he ſhould have 
added the affection Ulyſſes bears to Telemachus... 
It is obſervable, that Homer inſerts very few fimilitudes in his 
Odyſſey, tho* they occur frequently almoſt in every book of the Iliad. 
The Odyſſey is wrote with more ſimplicity, and conſequently there is 
leſs room for alluſions. If we obſerve the ſimilies themſelves in- 
ſerted in each Poem, we ſhall find the ſame difference: In the Iliat 
they are drawn from lions, ſtorms, torrents, conffagrations, thunder, 
Sc. In the Odyſſey, from lower objects, from an heap of thorns, 
from a ſhipwright plying the wimble, an armourer tempering iron, 
a matron weeping over her dying huſband, c. The Similies are 
likewiſe generally longer in the 1/ad than the 9. and leſs re- 
ſemblance between the thing illuſtrated, and the ilſuſtration; the 
reaſon is, in the Liad the fimilitudes are introduced to illuſtrate ſome 
great and noble object, and therefore the Poet proceeds till he has 
rais d ſome” noble ĩmage to ĩnflame the mind of the Reader; whereas 
in theſe calmer ſcenes the Poet keeps cloſer to the point of door, 


25 


30 


35 
(or 
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They cry, they ſcream, their unfledg'd brood a prey 20 
To ſome rude churl, and born by ſtealth away; 


and needs only to repreſent the object, to render it entertaining: 5 


the former conduct he raiſes our admiration above the ſubje&, by n 


adding foreign embelliſhments; in the latter he brings the copy u 


cloſe as poſſible to the original, to poſſeſs us with a true and equi iſ 


image of it. 


It has been objected by a French Critic, that Homer is blameatl: 


for too great a length in his fimilitudes; that in the heat of u 
action he ſtops ſhort, and turns to ſome alluſion, which calls off ou 
attention from the main ſubject. Tis true, compariſons ought not 
to be too long, and are not to be plac'd in the heat of an action, a 
Mr. Dryden obſerves, but when it begins to decline: Thus in the 
firſt Zneis, when the ſtorm is in its fury, the Poet introduces ng 
- compariſon, becauſe nothing can be more impetuous than the form 
it ſelf; but when the heat of the deſcription abates, then leſt we 
mould cool too ſoon, he renews it by ſome proper fimilitude, which 
ſtill keeps up our attention, and fixes the whole upon our minds, 
The fimilitude before us is thus placed at the concluſion of the He- 
roe's lamentation, and the Poet by _ method leaves the whole 
fix d upon the memory. Virgil has imitated this compari 
hay + fourth Georgic, but very judicouſly ſubſtituted the 5 
in the place of the vultur, that bird being introduc'd to repreſent 
the mournful muſic of Orpheus, 


Qualis popules meerens Phitomela ſub umbrà 
Amiſſos queritur fetus quos durus arator 
Obſervans nido implumes detraxit : at illa 
Flet noftem, &c. 


Nothing can be ſweeter than this compariſon of Virgil, but the 
learned Huetizs thinks he has found a notorious blunder in it: This 
nightingale (ſays he) in the firſt. line fits in the ſhade of a poplar, 
and yet in the fourth ſhe mourns by night, flet noctem. It is ew. 
dent that Monſieur Huet miſtakes the word umbra for the ſhade of 
the tree, which it caſts while the ſun ſhines upon it; whereas if 
only means that the bird fings ſub foliis, or conceal'd in the leaves 
of it, which may be done by night as well as by day: But if it be 
thought that this is not a ſufficient anſwer, the paſſage may be thus 
underſtood: The nightingale mourning under the ſhade of a poplar, 
Sc. ceaſes not all night, or fler noctem; that is, ſhe begins her ſong 
In the evening by day, but mourns all night, Either of theſe au- 
ſwers are ſufficient for Virgil's vindication, F. 


- * 
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so they aloud: and tears in tides had run, 


Their grief unfiniſh'd with the ſetting ſun; 
But checking the full torrent. in its flow, 
The Prince thus interrupts the ſolemn woe. 245 
What ſhip tranſported thee, O father ſay, 
And what bleſt hands have oar'd thee on the way ? 

All, all Ces inftant made reply) 
| tell thee all, my child, my only joy! 
Pheacians bore me to the port aſlign'd, 250 
A nation eyer to the ſtranger kind ; | 
Wrapt in th' embrace of ſleep, the faithful train 
O'er ſeas convey'd me to my native reign ; 


7 


V. 245. The Prince thus interrupts the ſolemn woe. ] It does not ap- 

pear at firſt view why the Poet makes Telemachus recover himſelf 
from his tranſport of ſorrow ſooner than Ulyſſes : Is Telemachus a 
greater maſter of his paſſions? or is it to convince Uly/ſes of his 
ſon's wiſdom, as Euftathius conjeftures ? this can ſcarce be ſuppos d, 
Ulyſſes being ſuperior in wiſdom. I would chuſe rather to aſcribe it 
to human nature; for it has been obſerv'd, that affection ſeldom ſo 
ſtrongly aſcends, as it deſcends; the child ſeldom loves the father fo 
tenderly, as the father the child : This obſervation has been made 
from the remoteſt Antiquity. And it is wiſely defign'd by the great 
Author of our Natures; for in the common courſe of life, the child 
muſt bury the parent; it is therefore a merciful diſpenſation, that 
the tye of blood and affection ſhould be looſen'd by degrees, and not 
torn violently aſunder in the full ſtrength of it. It is expected that 
aged perſons ſhould die, their loſs therefore grows more familiar to 
7 and it loſes much of its horror through the long expectation 
of it. 
V. 250. Phæacians bore me to the pom aſſign'd.] Here is a bo 
tion of what the Reader knows entirely, from many parts of the 
preceding ſtory ; but it being neceſſary in this place, the Poet judi- 
douſiy reduces it into the compaſs of fix lines, and by this method 
avoids prolixity. Euftathius. 
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Embroider'd veſtures, gold, and braſs are laid : 
Conceal'd in caverns in the ſylvan ſhade. | N 
Hither, intent the rival rout to flay ; 
And plan the ſcene of death, 1 bend my way : 
So Pallas wills but thou, my ſon, explain 
The names, and numbers of th' audacious train; 5 
*Tis mine to judge if better to employ | 260 N 
Aflifiant force, or fingly to deſtro r. ; 
O'er earth (returns the Prince) reſounds thy name, 
Thy well-try'd wiſdom, and thy martial fame, 
Yet at thy words I tart, in wonder loſt ; 
Can we engage, not'decads, but an hoſt? _-. 26; 
Can we alone in furious battle ſtand, 
Agaiaſt that num'rous, and determin'd band? 
Hear then their numbers: From Dulichium came 
Twice twenty-ſix, all peers of mighty name, 


V. 268. Hear then their numbers L According to this catt- 
„the Suitors with their attendants (the two ſewers, and Me 

don, and Phemius) are a hundred and eighteen ; but the two laſt art 
not to be taken for the enemies of Ulyſ/esz and therefore are not in- 
Lr WW of the Odyſſey. Ei- 
thius, 


Spondanus miſtakes this paſſage egregiouſly, 
Meder xd pet xa; daes desde. 
He underſtands it thus, “ Ifades who was an Herald and 2 divite 


cc bard,” Præco unus qui & idem Muſics: Tis true, the conſtruc- 
tion will bear this interpretation; but it is evident from the latter 


part of the 224 Odzſſ y, that the KI and the "Avvo _ 
X ' 
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b Six are their menial train: twice twelve the boaſt 270 
oe Samos ; twenty from Zacynthus coaſt: | 

43 And twelve our country's pride; to theſe belong 

: Medon and Pbemius ſkill'd in heav'nly ſong. 

1 Two ſew'rs from day to day the revels wait, 

Fand of taſte, and ſerve the feaſt in ſtate. 275 
ö wick ſuch a foe th' unequal fight to try, 

. Were by falſe courage unreveng'd to die. 

: Then what aſſiſtant pow'rs you boaſt, relate, 

kre yet we mingle in the flern debate. 


Mark well my voice, Uly/t: ſtrait replies: 280 


; What need of aids, if favour'd by the ſkies? 
If ſhielded to the dreadful fight we move, 


By mighty Pallas, and by A Jove. 

Sufficient they ¶ Telemachus rejoin'd) 
Againſt the banded pow'rs of all mankind : 285 
They, high enthron'd above the rolling clouds, 
Wither the ſtrength of man, and awe the Gods. 

Such aids expect, he cries, when ſtrong in might 
We riſe terrific to the taſk of fight. 

But 


perſons, namely, Medon and Pbemius: Medon acts all along as a 
friend to Penelope and Telemachus, and Pheminus is affirm'd to be de- 
tain'd by the Suitors involuntarily, and conſequently they are both 


guiltleſs, 
V. 288. Such aids expeB3, he wia, when ſirong in might 
We riſe terrific to the1aſt of fght.] 
This whole diſcourſe between Ulyſſes and Telemachus is introduc'd to 


prepare the Reader for the Catafirophe, of the Poem; Homer judici- 
D 2 ouſly 


nns er, Eno 
y EPP 


that the event cannot poſſibly be gueſs d at, we wander in the datt, 
and are loſt in uncertainty. ' The art of the Poet conſiſts not in con- 
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'But thou, when morn ſalutes th' aerial plain, 20 
The court reviſit and the lawleſs train: 
Me 


ouſly intereſts Heaven in the cauſe, that the Reader may not be fur. 
pria d at the event, when he ſees ſuch numbers fall by the hands d 
"theſe Heroes; he conſults probability, and as the Poem now dram 
to a conclufion, ſets the aſſiſtance of Heaven full before the Reader. 

It is likewiſe very artful to let us into ſome knowledge of the 
event of the Poem; all care muſt be taken that it be rather gueſ 
than known. If it be entirely known, the Reader finds nothing 
new to awaken his attention; if on the contrary it be ſo intricate, 


cealing the event intirely : but when it is in ſome meaſure foreſcen, 
In introducing fuch a aumber of incidents that now bring us almok 
into the fight of it, then by new obſtacles perplex the ſtory to the 
very concluſion. of the Poem; every obſtacle, and every removal d 


it fills us with ſurprize, with pleaſure or =_ alternately, and conſe- 


quently calls up our whole attention. This is admirably deſcrib'd by the 
Vt 1da, bb. 2. : jor 
pre 

Emnentus nonnullis ſæpe canendo He 

Indiciis porrd oftendunt in luce malignd T 


Subluftrique aliguid dant cernere noctis in umbre, 


'Th' event ſhould glimmer with a dubious ray, 
Not hid in clouds nor glare in open day. 


This rule he afterwards illuſtrates by a very happy ſimilitude. 


The conduct both of Virgil and Homer are agreeable to this obſer- 
tion; for inſtance, Anchtſes. and Tirefias in the ſhades, foretel nc 
and Uly- es that all their txoubie: ſhall end proſperouſly, that the one 
Qaall tound the Roman Empire, the other regain his Kingdoms; . 


P 

Haud aliter longinqua petit qui forte wiator U 
Menia, ſi pofitas altis in collibus arces at 
Nunc etiam dubias oculis vider, incipit ultro , 
Letior ire viam, placidumgue urgere laborem, j 
NQuam cam nuſquam.ullz cernuntur quas adit arces, y 
' | e e t 

Obſcurum ſed iter tendit conwallibus imis, ! 
{ 

' 

[ 
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le thither in diſguiſe Eumæus leads, 

An aged mendicant in tatter'd weeds. 

WT There, if baſe ſcorn inſult my rev'rend age, 

ear it my ſon ! repreſs thy riſing rage. 295 
lf outrag'd, ceaſe that outrage to repel, 

Bear it my ſon! howe'er thy heart rebel. 


che means being kept conceal'd, our appetite is rather whetted than 
8 cloy'd, to know by what means theſe events are brought about: 


Thus, as in Vida's alluſion, they ſhew us the City at a great di- 
france, but how we are to arrive at it, by what roads they intend 
to guide us to it, this they keep conceal'd ; the journey diſcovers it- 
ſelf, and every ſtep we advance leads us forward, and ſhews where 
we are to take the next; neither does the Poet directly lead us in 
the ſtrait path, ſometimes we are as it were in a labyrinth, and we 
know not how to extricate our ſelves out of it; ſometimes he car- 
ries us into by-ways, and we almoſt loſe fight of the direct way, and 
then ſuddenly they -_ into the chief road, and convey us to the 
journey's end. In this confiſts the {kill of the Poet; he muſt form 
probable intricacies, and then ſolve them probably; he muſt ſet his 
Hero in dangers, and then bring him out of them with honour. 
This obſervation is neceſſary to be apply'd to all thoſe paſſages in the 
Odyſſey, where the event of it is obſcurely foretold, and which ſome 
taſteleſs Critics have blam'd, as taking away the curiofity of the 
Reader by an unſeaſonable diſcovery. 


V. 296. If outrag*d, ceaſe that outrage to repel, 
Rear it my ſon ! bose er thy beart rebel.] 


Plutarch in his Treatiſe upon reading Poems, obſerves the wiſdom of 
Ulyſſes in theſe inſtructioas: He is the perſon who is more immedi- 
ately injur'd, yet he not only reſtrains his own reſentment, but that 
of Telemachus : He perceives that his ſon is in danger of flying out 
into ſome paſſion, he therefore very wiſely arms him againſt it. 
Men do not put bridles upon horſes when they are already running 
with full ſpeed, but they bridle them before they bring them out to 
the race: This very well illuſtrates the conduct of Ulyſſes ; he fears 
the youth of Telemachus may be too warm, and through an unſea- 
ſonable ardour at the fight of his wrongs, berray him to his ene- 
mies; he therefore perſuades him to patience and calmneſs, and pre- 
diſpoſes his mind with rational conſideratious to enable him to en- 
counter his paſſions, and govern his reſentment, . 
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Yet ftrive by pray'r and counſel to reſtrain 

Their lawleſs inſults, tho' thou ſtrive in vain : 

For wicked ears are deaf to wiſdom's call, 300 
And vengeance ſtrikes whom heav'n has doom'd to fall, 
Once more attend: When“ ſhe whoſe pow'r inſpires 
The thinking mind, my ſoul to vengeance fires ; * Minerva. 
J give the ſign: that, inſtant from beneath, 


Aloft convey the inſtruments of death, 305 By 
Armour and arms; and if miſtruſt ariſe, T 
Thus veil the truth ia plauſible diſguiſe. | 10 


' © Theſe glittering weapons, ere he ſail'd to 77oy 
«© Ulyfjes view'd with ftern heroic joy; 
Then, beaming o er th' illumin'd wall they ſhone: 310 
** Now duſt diſhonours all their luſtre gone, 


. T 
« I bear them hence (fo Juve my ſoul inſpires) -- 
% From the pollution of the fuming fires ; 6 


« Left when the bowl inflames, in vengeful mood 
Ve ruſh to arms, and ſtain the feaſt with blood; 315 


V. 304. — inſtant, from bereath, | 
Aleft convey the infiruments of deatb.] 


Theſe ten lines occur in the beginning of the nineteenth book, and 
the antients (as Euftarbius informs us) were of opinion, that they 
are here plac'd improperly ; for how, ſay they, ſhould LU know 
that the arms were in a lower apartment, when he was in the coun- 
try, and had not yet ſeen his Palace? But this is no real objection; 
his repoſitory of arms he knew was in the lower apartment, and 
therefore it was rational to conclude that the arms were in it. The 
verſes are proper in both places; here Ulyſſes prepares Telemachus 
againſt the time of the execution of his deſigns ; in the nineteenth 
books that time is come, and therefore he repeats his inſtructions. 


« Oft 
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: 1 Oft ready ſwords in luckleſs hour incite ; 
„ The hand of wrath, and arm it for the fight. 


Such be the plea, and by the plea deceive: 


For 7ove infatuates all, and al} believe. 
vet leave for each of us a ſword to wield, 320 


A pointed javelin, and a fenceful ſhield. 
But by my blood that in thy boſom glows, 
By that regard a ſon his fathey owes ; 

The ſecret, that thy father lives, retain 


| Lock'd in thy boſom from the houſhold train; 325 


v. 316. Oft ready fevords in luckleſs beur incite 
The hand of wrath, and arw it for the fight. 


This ſeems to have been a proverbial expreſſion, at leaſt it has been 
ſo uſed by latter writers: The obſervation holds true to this day, 
and it is manifeſt that more men fall by the ſword in countries where 
the inhabitants daily wear ſwords, than in thoſe where a ſword is 
thought no part of dreſs or ornament, Dacier. 


v. 324. The ſecret, that thy father lives, retain 
'Lock'd in thy boſom ] 


This injunction of ſecrecy is introduc'd by Ulyſſes with the utmoſt 
ſolemnity; and it was very neceſſary that it ſhould be ſo; the whole 
hopes of his re-eftabliſhment depending upon it: Beſides, this beha- 
viour agrees with the character of Ulyfſs, which is remarkable for 
diſguiſe and concealment. The Poct makes a further uſe of itz 
namely, to give him an opportunity to deſcribe at large the ſeveral 
diſcoveries made io Penelope, Laertes, and Eumeus perſonally by 
Ulyſſes, in the ſequel of the Odyſſey, which are no ſmall ornaments 
to it; yet muſt have been omitted, or have loſt their effect, if the 
return of UH had been made known by Telemachus ; this would 
have been like diſcovering the plot before the beginning of the play. 
At the ſame time this direction is an excellent rule to be obſerved in 
management of all weighty affairs, the ſucceſs of which chiefly de- 
pends upon ſecrecy. | 
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Hide it from all; ev'n from Fumæus hide, | 

From my dear father, and my dearer bride. 

One care remains, to note the loyal few + 

Whoſe faith yet laſts among the menial crew ; 

And noting, ere. we riſe in vengeance, prove 

Who loves his Prince ; for ſure you merit love. 
To whom the youth: to emulate I aim 

The brave and wiſe, and my great father's fame. 

But re-confider, ſince the wiſeſt err, 

Vengeance. reſolv'd tis dangerous to defer. 

What length of time muſt we conſume in vain, 

Too curious to explore the menial train ? 

While the proud foes, induſtrious to deſtroy 

Thy wealth in riot, the delay enjoy. 

Suffice it in this exigence alone 

To mark the damſels that attend the throne: 

Diſpers d the youth reſides; their faith to prove 


Jove grants henceforth, if thou haſt ſpoke from 7; 


v. 234. But re-confider 


NT ar 


330 be 


Th IM 


340 8 


ove, 8 
While 


chus rectifying the judgment of Ulyſſes ; Is this any diſparagement to 
that Hero? It is not, but an exact repreſentation of human nature; 
for the wiſeſt men may receive, in particular caſes, inſtructions from 
men leſs wiſe; and the eye of the underſtanding in a young man, 
may ſometimes ſee further than that of age; that is, in the lan- 
guage of the Poet, a wiſe and mature Ulyſſes may ſometimes be in- 


ſtructed by a young and unexperienc'd Telemachus. 


fe 

| V 

a ] The Poet here deſcribes Telema- , 
c 

0 

\ 

: 

{ 

| 


V. 343. If thou haſt ſpoke from Jove.] The expreſſion in the 
Greek is obſcure, and it may be afk'd, to what refers Av; Tiga? 
Dacier renders it, & il vray que vous ayez wii un Prodigez or © it it 


** be true that vou have ſeen a prodigy :”* Now there is no mention 


— 


of 


330 


335 
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While in debate they waſte the hours away, 


Erd adociates of th' Prince repaſs'd the bay; 345 
with ſpeed they guide the veſſel to the ſhores ; 
Wi ſpeed debarking land the naval ſtores; 

@ Then faithful to their charge, to Chrius bear, 
And truſt the preſents to his friendly care. 


Swift to the Queen a herald flies t'impart 350 
Her ſon's return, and eaſe a parent's heart ; 

Leſt a ſad prey to ever-muſing cares, 

Pale grief deſtroy what time a while forbears. 


of any prodigy ſeen by Ulyſſes in all this interview, and this occafions 
the obſcurity z but it is imply'd, for Ulyſſes directly promiſes the 
uliſtance of Jupiter; and how could he depend upon it, but by 
ſome prodigy from Fupiter Euſtatbius thus underſtands the words » 
Tignc, is & beprwprrre; n apeoricea Tir Aig wir ted. 
And then the meaning will be, If the prodigy from Jupiter be 
« evident, there is no occaſion to concern ourſelves about the houſ- 
% hold train.” But then does not that expreſſion imply doubt, and 
« ,:aouſy, that Uly/ſes might poſſibly depend too much upon ſuper- 
natural aſſiſtance? It only inſinuates, that he ought to be certain in 
the interpretation of the prodigy, but Telemachus refers himſelf in- 
tirely to Ulyſſes, and acquieſces in his judgment. 

V. 345. Th" effectates of the Prince repaſs'd the bay.] It is mani- 
feſt that this veſſel had ſpent the evening of the preceding day, the 
whole night and part of the next morning, in ſailug from the place 
where Telemachus embayk'd: For it is neceſſary to remember that 
Telemachus, to avoid the Suitors, had been obliged to fetch a large 
compaſs, and land upon the northern coaſt of Ithaca; and conſe- 
quently the veſſel was neceſſitated to double the whole Iſlg on the 
veſtern fide to reach the Itbacan bay. This is the reaſon that it ar- 
rives not till the day afterwards, and that the Herald diſpatched by 

aſſociates of Telemacbus, and Eumaus from the country, meet 
upon the road, as they go to carry the news of the return of Tele- 
machus to Penelope. It is likewiſe evident that the lodge of Eumæus 
was not far diſtant from the palace; for he ſets out toward the Ci y 
ater eating in the morning, and paſſing fome time in conference 
vith Telmmachus, delivers his meſſage, and returns in the evening of 
ame day, 
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Th' uncautious Herald with impatience burns, 

And cries aloud, Thy ſon, oh Queen returns: 

Eumeus ſage approach'd th' imperial throne, 

And breath'd his mandate to her ear alone, 

Then meaſur'd back the way —— The fuitor band 


333 


8 

Stung to the ſoul, abaſh'd, confounded ſtand ; Tue 
And iſſuing from the dome, before the gate, 360 Thi 
With clouded looks, a pale aſſembly ſate. An 
At length Eurymachus. Our hopes are vain ; | 
Telemachus in triumph ſails the main. T. 
Haſte, rear the maſt, the ſwelling ſhroud diſplay; A] 
Haſte, to our ambuſh'd friends the news convey! 36; 4 


Scarce had he ſpoke, when turning to the ſtrand 
| Amphingmus ſarvey'd th' aſſociate band; 

Fall to the bay within the winding ſhores 

With gather'd ſails they ſtood, and lifted oars. 


V. 355. And cries aloud, Thy fon, ob Queen returns. This little 
circumſtance diſtinguiſhes characters, and gives variety to Poetry: li 
is a kind of painting, which always varies its figures by ſome parti- 
cular ornament, or attitude, ſo as no two figures are alike: The 
contrary conduct would make an equal confuſion both in Poetry and 
Painting, and an indiſtinction of perſons and characters. I will not 
promiſe that theſe particularities are of equal beauty, as neceſſity, 
eſpecially in modern languages; the Greek is always flowing, ſono- 
rous and harmonious ; the language, like leaves, oftentimes conceals 
barrenneſs, and a want of fruit, and renders the ſenſe at leaſt beau- 
tiful, if not profitable z this is wanted in ſome degree in Engiſþ 
Poetry, where it is not always in our power to conceal the nakednels 
with ornaments: This particularity before us is of abſolute neceſſity, 
and could not well be avoided ; the indiſeretion of the Herald in 
ſpeaking aloud, diſcovers the return of Telemachus to the Suitory, 
and is the incident that brings about their following debates, and 
furgiſhes out the entertainment of the ſucceeding part of this book. 


2 O friendz! 
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O friends! he cry'd, elate with riſing joy, 970 
See to the port ſecure the veſſel fly ! m— 
Some God has told them, or themſelves ſurvey 
The bark eſcap'd ; and meaſure back their way. 

Swift at the word deſcending to the ſhores, 


W They moor the veſſel and unlade the ſtores : 375 


Then moving from the ſtrand, apart they ſate, 

And full and frequent, form'd a dire debate. 
Lives then the boy ? he lives ( Antinous cries) 

The care of Gods and fav'rite of the ſkies. 

All night we watch'd, till with her orient wheels 380 

Aurora flam'd above the eaſtern hills, * | 

And from the lofty brow of rocks by day 

Took in the ocean with a broad ſurvey :: 

Yet ſafe he ſails! the pow'rs celeſtial give 

To ſhun the hidden ſnares of death, and live. 385 

But die he ſhall, and thus condemn'd to bleed, 

Be now the ſcene of inftant death decreed: = 

Hope ye ſucceſs ?. undaunted cruſh the fae. . 

Is he not wiſe? know this, and ſtrike the blow... 

Wait ye, till he to arms in council draws 390 

The Greeks, averſe too juſtly to our cauſe? | 


1 
= 
7 
„ 


V. 391. The Greeks, averſe 0 juſtly to our cauſe. ] This verſe is 
inſerted with great. Judgment, and gives an air of: probability to the 
whole relation ; for if it be alked why the Suitars defer to feize the 
ſupreme power, and to murder Telemacbus, they being ſa. fuperios in 
punber ? Antingous himſelf anſwers, that they fear . 4; people, who 
| your 
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Strike, ere the States conven'd-the foe betray, 

Our murd'rous ambuſh on the wat'ry way. 

Or chuſe ye vagrant from their rage to fly 
Outcaſts of earth, to breathe an unknown diy ? 305 


| . Ani 
favour the cauſe of Telemachus, and would revenge his injuries: Tu 
for this reaſon that they formed the ambuſh by ſea; and for this 
reaſon Antinous propoſes to intercept him in his return from the Bu 
country: they dare not offer open violence, and therefore make uſe 


of treachery. This ſpeech of Autinous forms a ſhort under - plot to Sl 
the Poem; it gives us pain (ſays Euftathius) for Telemachus, and hot Ri 
us in ſuſpenſe till the intricaey is unravelled by Amphinomus. 

The whole harangue is admirable in Homer: the diction is excel- N 
lently ſuited to the temper of Antinous, who ſpeaks with precipita- 
tion: His mind is in agitation and diforder, and conſequently his T 
language is abrupt, and not allowing bimſelf time to explain bis 1 
thoughts at full length, he falls into ellipſes and abbreviations. For 


inſtance, be is to ſpeak againſt Telemachus, but his contempt and re- 
ſentment will not permit him to mention his name, he therefore calls 


him Tov arJpa ; thus in-pyTs xaxe ⅜gic e, did is underſtood, 
thus likewiſe in this verſe, | 

Am dyeri wpls xtiver ounyopioaovas Axaits 

EI @Yyocny 


the word Xobgeoume, or ariauprr, muſt be underſtood, to make 
the ſenſe intelligible. Thus alſo after 2 & vp dd b hoeg, afar 
Sari, to make A in the next ſentence begin it ſignicantliy, we 
muſt ſupply xa & Joxe7 x © oro; ; then the ſenſe is compleat; 
If this opinion diſpleaſe, and bis death appear not honourable, but you 
would have him live, Ic. otherwiſe «XA SSno9J: muſt be con- 
Krued like CYMco9: N; and laſtly, to image the diſorder of Artinow: 
more ſtrongly, Hemer inſerts a falſe quantity, by making the firſt 
Hlable in £gAco9:; ſhort. Antinous attends not, thro? the violence 
of his ſpirit, to the words he utters, and therefore falls into this 
error, Which excellently repreſents it. It is impoſſible to retain theſe 
Ellipſes in 'the tranſlation, but 1 have endeavoured- to ſhew the 
warmth of the ſpeaker, - by putting the words into Interrogations, 
which are always uttered with vehemence, and figns of buzry and 
Precipitaltione = | 


The 
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The brave prevent misfortune ; then be brave, 

And bury future danger in his grave. 

Returns he? ambuſh'd we'll his walk invade, 

Or where he hides in ſolitude and ſhade : 

And give the Palace to the Queen a dow'r, | 400 

Or him ſhe bleſſes in the bridal hour. 

But if ſubmiſſive you reſign the ſway, 

Slaves to a boy, go, flatter and obey. 

Retire we inſtant to our native reign, 

Nor be the wealth of Kings conſum'd in vain. 405 

Then wed whom choice approves: the Queen be giv'n 

To ſome bleſt Prince, the Prince decreed by Heav'n. 
Abaſh'd, the ſuitor train his voice attends ; 

'Till from his throne Amphinomus aſcends, 

Who o'er Dulichium ſtretch'd his ſpacious reign, 410 

A land of plenty, bleſt with ev'ry grain: 

Chief of the numbers who the Queen addreft, 

And tho' diſpleafing, yet diſpleaſing leaſt. 


V. 413. And tho' diſpleaſing, yet di We are not to 
gather from this n, * — — tendey= 
neſs for Amphinomus, but it means only that he was a perſon of 
lome juſtice and moderation. At firſt view, there ſeems no reaſon 
why the Poet ſhould diſtinguiſh Amphinomus from the reſt of the 
Suitors, by giving him this humane character; but in reality there is 
an abſolute neceſſity for it. Telemachus is doom' d to die by Antinous : 
here is an intricacy formed, and bow is that Hero to be preſerved 
with probability? The Poet aſcribes a greater degree of tendernefs 
and moderation to one of the Suitors, and by this method preſerves 
Telemachus, Thus we ſee the leaſt circumſtance in Hamer has its uſe 
and efjeft ; the art of a good Painter is viſible in the ſmalleſt ſketch, ' 
« well as in the largeſt draught, 

| Soft - 
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Soft were his words; his actions wiſdom fway'd ; 

Graceful a- while he paus'd, then mildly faid. 41g 
O friends farbear | and be the thought withſtood ; 

"Tis horrible to ſhed: imperial blood! 

Conſult we firſt th* all-ſeeing pow'rs above, 

And the ſure oracles of righteous Fowe. 


V. 419. And the ſure oracle of righteous Jove.} Strabs, lib. 5. 

quotes this verſe of Homer, and tells us that ſome Critics thus read it, 
"Es {ip * /. Abe WEYKASL Thi 84. | 

prefering TojaSgct to dig; for, add they, dige no where in 


Homer vgnifies Oracles, but conſtangly laws or councils. . Tmarus or 
Tomarus was a mountain en which the oracle of Jupiter ſtood, and 


in proceſs of time it was uſed to denote the Oracles themſelves, 
Toweeoc is formed like the word GX2e0%, the former ſignifies cf 
Tmari, the latter cuſſos domits : in this fenſe inemus adviſes to 
conſult the Dadgnign Oracles, which were given from the mountain 
Tmarus : But, adds Strabo, Homer is to be underftood more plain)y; 


and by 9ipirec, the councils, the will and deciſions of the Oracles 
are imply d, for thoſe deciſions were held as laws; thus Bh, as well 
as Jiu tg, fignifies the Dodonian Oracles. 


Ex devòg v/1x6pucre Arog Hννν IA X2T l. 


Neither is it true (obſerves the Scholiaſt upon Strabo) that Yipurts 
never fignifies oracles in Homer: for in the Hymn to Apollo, (and 
Thucydides quotes that hymn as Homer's) the Poet thus uſes it, 


aſyixmzas Sifuras 
Sele Ares 


$trabo himſelf uſes Nrh⁰αj,”z in this ſenſe, Ib. x7. and in the On- 
cles that are yet extant, OHR tieis frequently ſiguifies aracula rel. 
dere: and in lian (continues the Scholiaſt) l. 3. chap. 43, 4 
8 cute, benifies nun tibi oracula reddam ; and Heſychius renders 
Digurts, by aria, xpiouo Prophecy or Oracles, | 


3 


it 


- 
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If they aſſent, ev'n by this hand he dies; 420 

If they forbid, I war not with the ies. ; 
He ſaid : The rival train his voice approv'd, 

And riſing inſtant to the Palace mov'd. 

Arriv'd, with wild tumultuous poiſe they fate 

Recumbent on the ſhining thrones of ſtatde. 425 
Then Meabn, conſcious of their dire debates, 

The mard'rous council to the Queen relates. 


Touch'd 


V. 426. ———Medon, conſcious of their dire debates.] After this 
Verſe Euftathius recites one that is omitted in moſt of late editi- 
ons as ſpurious, at leaſt improper. 7 


Aug ixTo5 d, 05 0 Dh porrw Vain, 


That is, Medon was out of the court, whereas the Suitors formed 
their council within it: The line is really to be ſuſpected; for a little 
above, Homer directly tells us, that the Suitors left the Palace, 


Then iſſuing from the dome, before the gate, 
With clouded looks, a pale aſſembly ſate. 


It is likewiſe very evident that they ſtood in the open air, for they 
diſcover the ſhip returning from the ambuſh, and failing into the bay. 
How then can it be ſaid of the Suitors, that they form'd their aſ- 
ſembly in the court, od & idee par VAawr, Behdes continues 


—_ CT and placed themſelves under the lofty 
| of it, 


Ex d AAo prydporo, Tapix i Trxior avail; 


How then is it poſſible to ſee the ſhip entring the port, when this 
_ — a . * 9 Hp ay — therefore 
evidently contradit themſelves, and one of t m * 
— ſhe would have the line read thus ; 


Aung irlles tur, Gs N ixlobe, &c, 


Buy 
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Touch'd at the dreadful ſtory ſhe deſcends: 
Her haſty ſteps a damſel train attends. 
Full where the dome its ſhining valves expands, 430 
Sudden before the rival pow'rs ſhe ſtands: 
And veiling decent with a-modeſt ſhade 
Her cheek, indignant to Antineus ſaid, 
O void of faith ! of all bad men the worſt ! 
Renown'd for wiſdom, by th' abuſe accurs'd ! 435 
Miſtaking fame proclaims thy gen'rous mind! 
Thy deeds denote thee of the baſeſt kind. 
Wretch ! to deſtroy a Prince that friendſhip gives, 
While in his gueſt his murd'rer he receives : 
Nor dread ſuperior Jove, to whom belong 440 
The cauſe of ſuppliants, and revenge of wrong. 
Haſt thou forgot, (ingrateful as thou art) 
Who ſav'd thy father with a friendly part? 
Lawleſs he ravag'd with his martial pow'rs 
The Taphyan pirates on Theſprotia's ſhores ; 44) 


But all the difficulty vaniſhes by taking *AvAn, as it is frequently 
uſed, to denote any place open to the air, and conſequently not the 
court, but the court-yard, and this is the proper ſigniſication of the 
word. Then Medon may ſtand on the outfide of the wall of the 
court-yard, Ads ixTo&, and over-hear the debates of the Suitor 
who form their council within it, or doe punTi vPawor. And 33 
for the wall intercepting the view of the Suitors, this is merely con- 
jecture; and it is more rational to imagine that the court-yard ws 
open ſea- ward, that ſo beautiful a proſpect as the ocean might not bt 
ſhut up from the palace of a King; or at leaſt, the palace might 
ſtand upon ſuch an eminence as to command the ocean. 


1 Entag'd, 
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Enrag'd, his life, his treaſures they demand; 
ia fav'd him from th' avenger's hand. 
10 And would'ſt thou evil for his good repay ? 
His bed diſhonour, and his houſe betray ? 
Afflict his Queen? and with a murd'rous hand 450 
Deſtroy his heir? but ceaſe, tis I command. 


Far hence thoſe fears, ( Eurymachus reply d) 
1; O prudent Princeſs! bid thy ſoul confide. | 


v. 447. ——— From th' avenger's band.] This whole paſſage is 
thus underſtood by Euflathivs 3 By June tos vrodNtioan; Homer means 
the Irhacans z and he likewiſe affirms that the people who demanded 
vengeance of Ulyſſes were alſo the Ithacans. It is not here tranſlated 

40 in this ſenſe, the conſtruction rather requires it to be underſtood of 
the Tbeſprotiant, who were allies of Ulyſſes, and by virtue of that 
alliance demanded Eupitbes, the Father of Antinous, out of the hands 
of Ulyſſes. But I ſubmit to the Reader's judgment. 


V. 449. His bed diſbonour, and bis bouſe betray ? 
Ait bis Queen ? &c.] 


It is obſervable that Pen:lbpe in the compaſs of two lines recites four 
45 heads of ber complaint; ſuch contractions of thought and expreſſion. 

deing natural to perſons in anger, as Euſtatbius obſerves ; ſhe ſpeaks 

with heat, and conſequently ſtarts from thought to thought with 

precipitation, The whole ſpeech is animated with a generous re- 
tly lentment, and ſhe concludes at once like a Mother and a Queen; 
the like a Mother, with affection for Telemachus ; and like a Queen wi 
authority, T@&Uoao9a: xiApat. 


V. 452. (Eurymachus reply'd.}) This whole diſcourſe of 
ors Eurymachus is to be underſtood by the way of contrariety : There is. 
E an obvious and a latent Interpretation; for inſtance, when he ſays, 

a · 
N His Blood in wengeance ſmokes upon my ſpear; 


ht it obviouſly means the blood of the perſon who offers violence to 
Telemachus ; but it may likewiſe mean the blood of Telemachus, and 
the conſtruction admits both interpretations :, Thus alſo when he 
F lays, that no perſon ſhall lay hands upon Telemachus, while he is 
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Breathes there a man who dares that Hero ley, 

While I behold the golden light of day 435 
No: by the righteous pow'rs of heav'n I ſwear, 

His blood in vengeance ſmokes upon my ſpear. 

Ulyfes, when my infant days I led, 

With wine ſuſſic'd me, and with dainties fed: 

My gen'rous foul abhers th* ungrateful part, 400 
And my friend's fon lives deareſt to my heart. 

Then fear no mortal arm: If heav'n deſtroy, 

We muſt reſign : for man is born to die. 

Thus ſmooth he ended, yet his death conſpir l? 
Then forrowing, with ſad ſtep the Queep retir d, 46; 
With ſtreaming eyes all comfortleſs deplor'd, 

'Touch'sd with the dear remembrance of her Lord x 
Nor ceas'd, till Pallas bid her ſorrows fly, 
And in ſoft ſlumber ſeal'd her flowing eye. 


alive, he means that be will do it himſelf: and laſtly, when be 


adds 
; Then fear no mortal arm: if bean deſtroy, 
We muſt reſgu; fer Man is born to die. 


the apparent fignification is, that Telemachus has oecaſion only to fear 

natural death; but he means if the oracle of Jupiter commands W 

m to deſtroy lanes, that then the Suitors will take away hs 
like, He alludes to the foregoing ſpeech of Amphinomus : 


Conſult we firſt th all-ſeeing pow'rs above, 
And the ſure oracles of righteous Jove. 
If they affent, ev'n by this hand be dies, to 


if. they ferbid, I war nat with the fries. 338 — 


And 
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And now Eumeus, at the ev'ning hour, 470 
Came late returning to his ſylvan bow 'r. 
Uly/es and his ſon had dreſt with art 
A yearling boar, and gave the Gods their part, 
Holy repalt ! That inſtant from the ſkies 
The martial Goddeſs to Uly//es flies: 
eo be waves her golden wand, and reaſſumes 
From ev'ry feature every grace that blooms ; 
At once his veſtures change ; at once ſhe ſheds 
Age o'er his limbs, that tremble as he treads. 
ect to the Queen the ſwain with tranſport fly, 430 
6; Unable to contain th' unruly joy. 
When near he drew, the Prince breaks forth ; proclaim 
What tydings, friend ? what fpeaks the voice of fame? 
day, if the Suitors meaſure back the main, 
Or ſtill in ambuſh thirſt for blood in vain ? 485 
Whether, he eries, they meaſure back the flood, 
he Or ſtill in ambuſh thirſt in vain for blood, 
Eſcap'd my care : where lawleſs Suitors ſway, 
Thy mandate born, my ſoul diſdain'd to ſtay. 
ear But from th* Hermæan height I caſt a view, 499 
n Where to the port a bark high bounding flew ; 


55 


Her 


V. 490. Frem th Hermzan beight——] It would be ſuperfluqus 
to tranſlate all the various interpretations of this paffage; it will be 
ſufficiently intelligible to the Reader, if he looks upon it only to 

ply that there was an hill in Irbaca called the Hermean hill, either 
nd becauſe 
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Her freight a ſhining band : with martial air 
Each pois'd his ſhield, and each advanc'd his ſpear : 
And if aright theſe ſearching eyes ſurvey, 
Th' eluded Suitors ſtem the wat'ry way. 
The Prince well-pleas'd to diſappoint their wiles, 
Steals on his Sire a glance, and ſecret ſmiles. 
And now a ſhort repaſt prepar'd, they fed, 
Till the keen rage of craving hunger fled : 
Then to repoſe withdrawn, apart they lay, 
And in ſoft ſleep forgot the cares of day. 


495 


becauſe there was a Temple, Statue, or Altar of Mercury upon it; 
and ſo called from that Deity. 

It has been written that Mercury being the Meſſenger of the Gods, 
in his frequent journeys cleared the roads, and when he found any 
ones he threw them in an heap out of the way, and theſe heaps were 
called ha, or Mercuries. The circumſtance of his clearing the 
roads is ſomewhat odd; but why might not Mercury as well as Trivia 

over them, and have his images erected in public ways, be- 


cauſe he was ſupyoſed to frequent them as the meſſenger of the 
Gods ? 


This book takes up no more time than the ſpace of the thirty-eighth 
day; for Telemachus reaches the lodge of Eumeus in the morning, a 
little after be diſpatches Eumeus to Penelope, who returns in the 
evening of the ſame day. The 'book in general is very beautiful in 
the original ; the diſcovery of Ulyſſes to Telemachus is particularly 
tender and affecting: It has ſome reſemblance with that of Foſep6's 
diſcovery of himſelf to his brethren, and it may not perhaps be diſ- 
agreeable to ſee how two ſuch Authors deſcribe the — paſſion, 1 
am Joſeph, I am your brother Joſeph, 


I am Ulyſſes, I, my Son ! am be ! 
and be wwept aloud, and be fell on bis brother's neck and wept. 
He wept abundant, and be wept aloud. 


But 
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But it muſt be owned that Homer falls infinitely ſhort of Moſes 2 
He muſt be a very wicked man, that can read the Hiſtory of Jo- 
pb without the utmoſt touches of compaſſion and tranſport. There 
is a majeſtic fimplicity in the whole relation, and ſuch an affecting 

rtrait of human nature, that it overwhelms us with viciflitudes of 
joy and ſorrow. This is a pregnant inſtance how much the beſt of 
heathen Writers is inferior to the divine Hiſtorian upon a parallel ſub- 
jet, where the two Authors endeavour to move the ſofter paſſions, 
The ſame may with equal truth be ſaid in reſpe& to Sublimity z 
not only in the inſtance produced by Longinus, viz. Let there be 
light, and there was light. Let the earth be made, and the earth was 
made: but in general, in the more elevated parts of Scripture, and 
particularly the whole book of Je; which, with _ both to 
ſublimity of thought, and morality, exceeds beyond all compariſon 
50 the moſt noble parts of Homer, 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Telemachus returning to the City, relates to Penelope th 
fum of his travels. Ulyſſes is conducted by Eumzus to 
the Palace, where his old dog Argus acknowtedges his 
 Mafter, after an abſence of twenty years, and dies with 
Joy. Eumeus returns into the country, and Ulyſſes r 
mains among the Suitors, whoſe behaviour is deſcribed, 
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F 00 a Aurora, dabghter bf the dawn, 


| with roſeate light the dewy lawn ; 
In haſte the Prince aroſe, prepar'd to part; ww | 
fl hand impatient graſps the pointed dart ; . 
hr on his feet the poliſh/dfandals fine. 4 
Apd thus he greewahe maſleyof the fine. — | 

My friend adieu; let this ſhort ſlay —_— ; 
| haſte to meet my mother's longing eyes, 
emden ir rows ad hr «Hi 
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v. 2 I bafte ſte to ; meer my — $ ym 58. Tere e are two rea- 
ſons for the return of — cbus; 5 one, the duty a - owes to a 
Vor. IV. mother; 
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But thou attentive, what we order heed ; 4 
This hapleſs ſtranger to the city lead; 

By-publick bounty let him there de fed, © 

And bleſs the hand that firetehes forth the bread. 

To wipe the tears from all afficted eyes, 


- 
My will may covet, but my pow'r denies. ; WW © 
* Be "Wl To 


mother; the other, to find rn put in execution-the 

- deſigns concerted with Ulyſſes : the Peet therefore ſhifts the ſcene No 
from the Lodge to the Palace. Telemachus takes not Ulyſſer along 

with him, for fear he ſhould raiſe ſuſpicion in the Suitors, that a Or 

rſon in a beggar's garb has ſonig"ſecret merit, to obtain the fami- Ag 
arity of a King's ſon, and this might be an occaſion of a diſco- 

very; whereas when Ulyſſes afterwards appears amongſt the Suiton &% 
he is thought to be- an entire ſtranger to Telamachus, which prevents 

all jealouſy, and gives them an opportunity to cat their ma- A 

38 
5 M 
W 


ſures, without any particular obſervation, + Befi us is (till 
to be kept in ignorance concerning the perſon of T elemachui 
therefore gives him a plauſible reaſon for his return; namely, that 
his mother may no longer be in pain for his ſafety : This likewiſe 
excellently contributes to deceive Eumens. Now as the prefence of 
Ulyſſes in the Palace is abſolutely neceſſary to bring about the Suitors 
deſtruction, Telemachus orders Eumæns to conduct him. thither, and 
by this method he comes as the friend and gueſt of Eumeus, not of 
Telemachus : Moteover; this injunction was neceffary: Emmaus wit 
a perſon of ſuch generoſity, that he would have thought himſelf 
obliged to detain his gueſt under his own care and inſpection : nay, 
before he guides him towards the palace, in the ſequel of this book, 
he tells Ulyſſes he does it ſolely in compliance with the order of Tek 
machus, and acts ccatrary to his own inclinations. 


v. 14. To wipe the tears from all afflified eyes, 
My will may covet, but my. pow'r denies. ] 


is might appear too free a declaration, if Telamachus had made it 
5 — he knew Ulyſſes; for no circumſtance could juſtify him for 
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nfing any diſregard toward the poor and ftranger, according to the 
fri notions, and the ſanctity, of the laws of hoſpitality amongft 
the ancients : but as the caſe ſtands we are not the leaſt ſhock d at 
the words of Teemachus, we know the reaſon why he thus ſpeaks 4 
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If this raiſe anger in the ſtranger's thought, 
The pain of anger puniſhes the fault : 
The very truth I undiſguiſed declare: 
For what ſo eaſy as to be fincere? 

To this Ulyſſes. What the Prince requires 
Of ſwift removal, ſeconds my deſires. 
To want like mine, the peopled town can yield 
More hopes of comfort than the lonely field. 
Nor fits my age to till the labour'd lands, 
Or ſtoop to taſks a rural Lord demands. 
Adieu! but ſince this ragged garb can bear 
80 ill, th' inclemencies of morning air, 
A few hours ſpace permit me here to ſtay; 
My ſteps Fumæus ſhall to town convey, 
With riper beams when Phabus warms the day. 

Thus he: nor ought Telemachus reply's, 
But left the manſion with a lofty ſtride: 
Schemes of revenge his pond' ring breaſt elate, 
Revolving deep the Suitors ſudden fate. 
Arriving now before th' Imperial hall, 
He props his ſpear againſt the pillar'd walz 


99 
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30 


35 


It is to conceal Ulyſſes, He is ſo far from ſhewing any particular re- 
gard to him, that be. treats him with a ſeverity in ſome degree con- 
uam to the laws of hoſpitality ; by adding, that if he complaine 
of this hard uſage, the complaint will not redreſs but encreaſe his 
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Then 
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Then like a Lian o'er the threſhold bounds ; 
The marble pavement with his ſtep reſounds ; 
His eye firſt glanc'd where Euryclea ſpreads 
With furry ſpoils of beaſts the ſplendid beds: 40 
She ſaw, ſhe wept, ſhe ran with eager pace, 
And reach'd her maſter with a long embrace, 
All crowded round the family appears, | 
With wild entrancement, and ecſtatic tears. 
Swift from above deſcends the royal Fair; 45 
(Her beauteous cheeks the bluſh of Venus wear, 
Chaſten'd with coy Diana's penſive air) 
Hang; 


V. 46. Her beauteous cheeks the bluſh of Venus wear, 
Cbaſten d with coy Diana's penſve air.] 


This deſeription preſents us with a noble idea of the beauty and cha- 
ſity of Penelope; her perſon reſembles Venus, but Venus with the no- 


deft air of Diana, Dionyſius Halicarn, takes notice of the beauty and 
ſoftneſs of theſe two verſes. 


& for bs daes Ki IIA ,, 
"Aegripuds ixihn, 2 N Xevon *Adecdiry. 


When Homer (remarks that Author) paints a beautiful face, or an 
engaging object, he chuſes the ſofteſt vowels, and moſt ſmooth and 
flowing ſemivowels : He never clogs the pronunciation with rough 
ſounds, and a collifion of untunable conſonants, but every ſyllable, 
every letter conſpires to exhibit the beauty of the object he endea- 
yours to repreſent: There are no leſs than three and t 9 vowels in 
two lines, and no more than twenty - nine conſonants, which makes 
the verſes flow away with an agreeable ſmoothneſs and harmony. 
Penelope, we ſee, embraces her ſon with the utmoſt affection: 
Kiſſing the P was not in faſhion in the days of Homer; No one (re- 
marks the Biſhop) ever kifſes the lip or mouth. Penelope here kiſſes 
hex ſon's eyes, and his head ; that is, his cheek, or perhaps fre 
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Hangs o'er her ſon; in his embraces dies; 

Rains kiſſes on his neck, his face, his eyes: 

Few words ſhe ſpoke, tho* much ſhe had to ſay, 50 

And ſcarce thoſe few, for tears, could force their way. 
Light of my eyes! he comes! unhop'd-for joy! 

Has heav'n from Pylos brought my lovely boy? 

8o ſnatch'd from all our cares! Tell, haft thou known 

Thy father's fate, and tell me all thy own, - 55 
Oh deareſt, moſt rever'd of womankind! 

Ceaſe with thoſe tears to melt a manly mind, 

(Reply'd-the Prince) nor be our fates deplor'd, 

From death and treaſon to thy arms reſtor'd. 

Go bathe, and rob'd in white, aſcend the tow'rs ; 60 

With all thy handmaids thank th* immortal Pow'rs ; 

To ev'ry God vow hecatombs to bleed, 

And call Jove's vengeance on their guilty deed. 

While to th* aſſembled council I repair; 

A ſtranger ſent by Heav'n attends me there; 65 

My 


bead; and Fumens, in the preceding book, embraces the hands, 
yes, and head of Telemachus, But for the comfort of the Ladies, I 
rejoice to obſerve that all theſe were ceremonious kiſſes from a mo- 
ther to a ſon, or from an inferior to a ſuperior: This therefore is no 
argument that lovers thus embrac'd, nor ovght it to be brought as a 
reaſon why the preſent manner of ſalutation ſhould be abrogated, 
Madam Dacier has been ſo tender as to keep it a ſecret from the 
men, that there ever was a time in which the modern method of 
kiſſing was not in faſhion : the highly deſerves their thanks and gra- 
titude for it. 

V. 65. A flranger ſent by heav'n attends me there ;] There is a vein 
of ſincere piety that runs thro' the words and actions of 7. — 
"M3 < 
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My new accepted gueſt I haſte to find, 
Now to Piræus hanour'd charge conſign'd. 
The matron heard, nor was his word in vain. 
She bath'd; and rob'd-in white, with all her train, 
To every God vow'd hecatombs to bleed "0 
And call'd Jane's vengeance on the guilty deed. 
Arm'd with his lance the Prince then paſt the gate ; 
Two dogs behind, a faithful guard await ; 
Pallas his form with grace divine improves: 
The gazing croud admires him as he moves: 75 
Him, gath'ring round, the haughty Suitors greet 
With ſemblance fair, but inward deep deceit. 


"Their falſe addreſſes gen'rous. he geny id, 


Paſt on, and ſat by faithful Menfar's de: 
With Antiphus, and Halitherſes ſage, bo 
(His father's counſellors, rever'd for age.) 


be has no ſooner geliyer'd his. mother from her uneaſy apprehenſions 
concerning his ſafety, but he proceeds to another act of virtue to- 
Nen Tbeoclymenus, whom he had taken into his protection: He per- 
orms his duty towards men and towards the Gods. It is by bis di- 
rection that Penelope offers up her devotions for ſucceſs, and thanks 
for his return. It is he who preſcribes the manner of it namely, b 
waſhing the hands, in token of the purity of mind requir d by thoſe 
who ſupplicate the Deities; and by putting on clean garments, to 
hew the reverence and regard with which their ſouls ought to be 
ſſeſt when they appear before the Gods. I am not ſenſible that 
* laſt ceremony is often mentioned in other parts of Homer ; yet 1 
doubt not but it was practiſed upon all religious ſolemnities. The 
moral of the whole is, that piety is a ſure way to 2 11 Telema- 
> appears every where a good man, and for this reaſon he becomes 
at laſt an happy one; and his calamities contribute to his glory. 
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Of his own fortunes, and UH. fame, 

Mach aſk'd the Seniors; till Piræus came. 
The ſtranger gueſt purſu'd him cloſe behind; 
Whom when Telemachus beheld, he join'd. 
He, (when Piræus aſk'd for ſlaves to bring 
The gifts and treaſures of the Spartan King) 


103 


85 


Thus thoughtful anſwered: Thoſe we ſhall not move, 


Dark and unconſcious of the will of Fowe: 
We know not yet the full event of all: 

Stabb'd in his Palace if your Prince muſt fall, 

Us, and our houſe if treaſon muſt o'erthrow, 
Better a friend poſſeſs them, than a foe : 

If death to theſe, and vengeance heav'n decree, 
Riches are welcome then, not elſe, to me. 

Till then, retain the gifts. The Hero ſaid, 
And in his hand the willing ſtranger led. 

Then diſ array ' d, the ſhining bath they ſought, 
With anguents ſwooth, of poliſht marble wrought 
Obedient handmaids with aſſſtant toil _ 

Supply the limpid wave, and fregrant oil: 

Then o'er their limbs refulgent robes they threw, 
And freſh from bathing to their ſeats withdrew. 
The golden ew'r a Nymph attendant brings, 
Repleniſh'd from the pure, tranſlucent ſprings z 
With copious ſtreams that golden ew'r ſupplies 

A ſilver laver of capacious ſize. 
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They waſh: the table, in fair order ſpread, T 
Is pil'd with viands and the ſtrength of bread. 

Full oppoſite, before the folding gate, i _ 110 
The penſive mother fits in humble ſtate; 

Lowly ſhe fat, and with dejected view | 

The fleecy threads her ivory fingers drew. 

The Prince and ſtranger ſhar'd the genial feaſt, 

„Till now the rage of thirſt and hunger ceaſt. 115 
When thus the Queen. My ſon! my only friend! 
Say, to my mournful couch ſhall I aſcend? - 

(The couch deſerted now a length of years 

The couch for ever water'd with my tears) 

Say wilt thou not (ere yet the Suitor crew 129 
Return, and riot ſhakes our walls a-new) 

Say wilt thou not the leaſt Account afford? £ 

The leaſt glad tydings of my abſent Lord ? A 


V. 117. Say. to mournful couch, &c.] Pene had requeſted 
Telemachus to give ** an account of his * ky to =. and of what 
he had heard concerning Uly//es. He there wav'd the diſcourſe, be- 
cauſe the Queen was in publick with her female attendants: by this 
conduct the Poet ſuſtains both their characters; Penelope is impatient 
to hear of Ulyſſes ; and this agrees with the affection of a tender 
wifez but the diſcovery being unſeaſonable, Telemachus forbears to 
ſatisfy her curiofity ; in which he acts like a wiſe man. Here (ob- 
ſerves Euflathius) ſhe gently reproaches him for not ſatisfying her 
impatience concerning her huſband ; ſhe infinuates that it is a piece 
of cruelty to permit her ſtill to grieve, when it is in his power to 
give her comfort; and this induces him to gratify her deſires. It 
ought to be obſerv'd, that Hemer chuſes a proper time for this rela- 
tion; it was neceſſary that the Suitors ſhould be ignorant of the 
ſtory of Ulyſſes ; Telemacbus therefore makes it when they are with- 
drawn to their ſports, and when none were preſent but friends. 
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To her the youth. We reach'd the Py/ian plains, 
Where N:for, ſhepherd of his people, reigns. 125 
All arts of tenderneſs to him are known, 

Kind to Lie race as to his own ; 

No father with a fonder graſp of joy, 

Strains to bis boſom his long-abſent boy. 

But all unknown, if yet CY breathe, 130 
Or glide a ſpectre in the realms beneath? 

For further ſearch, his rapid ſteeds tranſport” 

My lengthen'd journey to the Spartan court. 

There 4rgive Helen I beheld, whoſe charms 

So Heaven decreed) ingag'd the Great in arms. 135 
My cauſe of coming told; he thus rejoin'd ; 

And ſtill his words live perfect in my mind. 

Heav'ns! would a ſoſt inglorious, daſtard train 
An abſent Hero's nuptial joys prophane! 


V. 134: There Argive Helen I bebeld, whoſe charms 
(So Heav'n decreed) &e.] 


Euflathius takes notice of the candid behaviour of Telemachus with 
relpet to Helen: She had rcceiv'd him courteonſly, and he teſtifies 
his gratitude, by aſcribing the calamities ſhe drew upon her country 
to the decree of heav'n, not to her immodeſty : This is particularly 
decent in the mouth of Telemachus, becauſe he is now acquainted 
with his father's return; otherwiſe he could not have mention'd her 
mme but to her diſhonour; who had been the occaſion of his death. 
V. 138. Heaw'ns! wwonld a ſoft inglorious daſtard train, c. 
Theſe verſes are repeated- from the-fourth Odyſſey ; and are not with- 
out a good effect; they cannot fail of comforting Penelope, by aſſd- 
ring her that Ulyſſes is ahve, and reſtrain d by Calypſo involuntarily z 
they give her hopes of his return, and the ſatisfattion of hearing his 


gory from the mouth of Meneclavs. The conciſeneſs of es ane 
E 5 | 


i 
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So with her young, amid the woodland ſhades, 

A tim'rous hind the lion's court invades, 

Leaves in that fatal lair her tender fawns, 

And climbs the cliff, or feeds along the lawns ; 
Mean-time returning, with remorſeleſs {way 

The Monarch ſavage rends the panting prey : 
With equal fury, and with equal fame, 

Shall great Uly/s re aſſert his claim. 

O Fove ! Supreme! whom men and Gods revere 
And thou whoſe luſtre gilds the rowling ſphere ! 


140 


14 


B 
With pow'r congenial join'd, propitious aid; 150 f 
; The Chief adopted by the martial maid ! 0 
Such to our wiſh the warrior ſoon reſtore, 


As when, contendipg on the Leſbian ſhore, 
His proweſs Phileme/:des confeſt, | 

And loud acclaiming Greeks the victor bleſt: 
Then ſoon th' invaders of his bed, and throne, 
Their love preſumptuous ſhall by death atone. 
Now what you queſtion of my antient friend, 
With truth I anſwer ; thou the truth attend. 
Learn what I heard the *fea-born Seer relate, 160 
Whoſe eye can pierce the dark receſs of fate, * Protew. 


17 


155 
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Is Rkewiſe remarkable; he recapitulates in thirty-eight lines the fub- 
5 of almoſt three books, the third, the fourth and fifth; be ſe- 


lets every circumftance that can pleaſe Penelope, and drops tholz 
that would give her pain. , pt 
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Sole in an Iſle, impriſon'd by the main, | 
The ſad ſurvivor of his num'rous train, 
Ulyſec lies; detain'd by magic charms, | F 
And preſt unwilling in Calyp/o's arms. 165 
No failors there, no veſſels to convey, © * 
Nor oars to cut th* immeaſurable way 
This told Atrides, and he told no more. 
Thence ſafe I voyag'd to my native ſhore. 

He ceas'd ; nor made the penſive Queen reply, 170 
But droop'd her head, and drew a ſecret ſigh. 
When Theoclymenus the ſeer began: 


Oh ſuff ring conſort of the ſuff ring man 
| What 


V. 172. When Theoclymenus the ſcer began, &c.] It is with great 
judgment that the Poet here introduces Theoclymenus ; he is a perſon 
that has no direct relation to the ſtory of the Odyſſey, yet becauie 
he appears accidentally in it, Homer unites him very artificially with 
it, that he may not appear to no purpoſe, and as an uſeleſs orna- 
ment. He here ſpeaks as an Augur, and what he utters contributes 
to the perſeverance of Penelope in reſiſting the addreſſes of the Sui- 
tors, by aſſuring, . the reruan of Ulyſſes z and conſequently in 
lome degree 7 b-oclymenus promotes the principal action. But it may 
be ſaid, if it was neceſſary that Penelope ſhould be inform d. of bis re- 
turn, why does not Telemachus aſſure her of it, who was fully ac- 
quainted with the truth? The anſwer is, that Penelope is not to be 
fully inform'd, but only encouraged by a general hope: Theoclymenzs 
fpeaks from his art, which may poſſibly be liable to error; but Tele- 
machus muſt have ſpoken from knowledge, which would have been 
contrary to the injunctions of Ulyſſes, and might, have prov'd fatal by 
an unſeaſonable diſcovery : It was therefore judicious in the Poet to 
pat the aſſuxance of the return of Ulyſſes into the mouth ofr Theocly- 
menus, and not of Telemachus, 

There is an expreſſion in this ſpeech, which in the Greet is re- 
matkable z literally it is to be render'd, Ulyſſes js now fitting er 
creeping in Ithaca, Ave 1 deren; that is, IMs is turn d 
coaceal' d : It is taken from the poſture of a' per Md 1-4 act of 2 

deavouring 
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What human knowledge could, thoſe Kings might tell; 
But I the ſecrets of high Heav'n reveal. 175 
Before the firſt of Gods be this declar'd, 
Before the board whoſe bleſſings we have ſhar d; 
Witneſs the genial rites, and witneſs all 
This houſe holds ſacred in her ample wall! 
Ev'n now this inſtant, great Uly/es lay'd ko 
At reſt, or wand'ring in his country's ſhade, 
Their guilty deeds, in bearing, and in view 
Secret revolves ; and plans the vengeance due. 
Of this ſure Auguries the Gods beſtow'd, 
When firſt our veſſel anchor d in your road. 183 

Succeed thoſe omens Heav'n ! (the Queen rejoin'd) 
So ſhall our bounties ſpeak a grateful mind; 
And ev'ry envy'd happineſs attend 
The man, who calls Penelope his friend. 

Thus commun'd they : while in the marble court 190 
{Scene of their inſolence) the Lords reſort ;. 
Athwart the ſpacious ſquare each tries his art 


To whirl the diſk, or aim the miſſile dart. 


Now 


feavouring to hide himfelf: he fits down or ereeps upon the ground 
Euftathizs explains it by xpv@@, x) & xar” oght gad 
V. 193. % wie bin art 
To whirl the diſk, ar aim the miſſile dart. ] 
Euftarhius remarks that tho* the Suitors were abandon'd to luxury, 


vice, and intemperange, yet they exerciſe themſelves in 1 
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No did the hour of ſweet repaſt arrive, : 
Ind from the field the victim flocks they drive: 195 
Medon the herald (one who pleas'd them bes, © 
And honour'd with a portion of their feaſt) | 
To bid the banquet interrupts their play. a 1 19 
Swift to the halb they haſte ; aſide they lay =. 
Their garments, and ſaccinct, the victims ſlay. 200 
Then ſheep and goats and briſtly porkers ble. 
And the proud ſteer was oer the marble ſpread. E 
While thus the copious banquet they provide; 
Along the road converſing fide by fide, 


21 


ſports : They toſs the qudit, and throw the Javelin, which are both 
heroic diverſions, and form the body into ſtrength and activity. This 
is owing to the virtue of the age, not the perſons : ſuch ſports were 
faſhionable, and therefore uſed by the Suitors, and not becauſe they 
were heroic. However they may inſtru us never to give our ſelves 
vp to idleneſs and ination; but to make our very diverſions ſubſer- 
vient to nobler views, and turn a pleaſure into a virtue. 

V. 196. Medon the herald, one wwho pleas'd them beſt.]. We may 
obſerve that the character of Medon is very pasticular; he is at the 
fame time a favourite of the Suitors, and Telemachus, perſons entire- 
ly oppoſite in their intereſt. It ſeldom happens any man can- pleaſe 
two parties, without acting an inſincere part: Atticus was indeed 
equally acceptable to the two factions of. Ceſar and Pompey, but it 
was becauſe he ſeem' d neutral, and acted as if they were both his 
friends; or rather he was a man of ſueh eminent virtues, that they 
eſteem'd it an Honour to have him thought their friend. Homer 
every where repreſents Medon as a perſon of integrity; he is artful, 
but not criminal: no doubt but he made all compliances, that con- 
ſiſted with probity, with the Suitors diſpoſitions z. by this method he 
fav'd Penelope more effeftually than if he had ſhew'd a more rigid 
virtue, He made himſelf maſter of their hearts by an inſinuating 
dehaviour, and was a ſpy upon their actions. Euflathius compares 
him to a buſkin that fits both legs, J Tig Koloprog ; he ſeems to 
dare been an Anti-Cato, and practis d a virtuous gayety. 
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Proceed Uy/es and the faithful ſwain : 
When thus Eumæus, gen'rous and humane. 

To town, obſervant of our Lord's beheſt, 

Now let us ſpeed; my-friend, no more my gueſt! 
Yet like my ſelf I wiſh'd thee here preferr'd, 
Guard of the flock, or keeper of the herd. 
But much to raiſe my maſter's wrath I fear; 
'The wrath of Princes ever is ſevere. 
Then heed his will, and be our journey made 
While the broad beams of Pbæbus are diſplay d, 
Or ere brown ev'ning ſpreads her chilly ſhade. 215 

Juſt thy advice, (the prudent Chief rejoin'd) 

And ſuch as ſuits the dictate of my mind. 
Lead on: but help me to ſome ſtaff to ſtay * 
My feeble ſtep, ſince rugged is the way. 


205 


210 


V. 210. Guard of the flock, or keeper of the berd.} Such little 
traits as theſe are very delightful ; for the Reader knowing that the 
perſon to whom this offer is made, is Ulyſſes, cannot fail of being 
diverted to ſee the honeſt and loyal Eumeus promiſing to make his 


| maſter and King the keeper of his herds or ſtalls, re0paur; and this 
is offer'd as a piece of good fortune or dignity. 


V. 215. ere ev ning ſpreads ber chilly ſhade. ] Euftathius 
gathers from theſe words, that the time of the action of the 0yſſey 
was in the end of autumn, or beginning of winter, when the morn- 
ings and evenings are cold : Thus Ulyſſes, in the beginning of this 
book, makes the coldneſs of the morning an excuſe for not going 
with Telemachus; his rags being but an ill defence againſt it: and 
here Eumeus mentions the coldneſs of the evening, as a reaſon why 
they ſhould begin their journey in the heat of the day; fo that it 
was pow probably about ten of the clock, and they azrive at [rbaco 
at noon: from hence we may conjecture, that the lodge of Eumeu 
was five or fax miles from the city: that is, about a two hours walk. 


2 
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Acroſs his ſhoulders, then the ſcrip he flung, 220 

Wide patch'd, and faſten'd by a twiſted thong. 

A ſtaff Eumeus gave. Along the way 

Chearly they fare: Behind, the keepers ſtay ; 

Theſe with their watchful dogs (a conſtant guard) 

Supply his abſence, and attend the herd. , 225 
And now his city ſtrikes the Monarch's eyes, 

Alas! how chang' d] a man of miſeries; 

Propt on a ſtaff, a beggar old and bare, 

In rags diſhoneſt flutt'ring with the air! 

Now paſs'd the rugged road, they journey down 230 
The cavern'd way deſcending to the town, 

Where, from the rock, with liquid lapſe diſtill 

A limpid fount ; that ſpread in parting rills 


V. 224. Theſe with their watchful digi ——] It is certain that if 
theſe little particulars had been omitted, there would have been no 
chaſm in the connexion 3 why then does Homer inſert ſuch circum- 


ſtances unneceſſarily, which it muſt be allowed are of no importance, 


and add nothing to the perſection of the ſtory ? nay, they are ſuch 
as may be thought trivial, and unworthy the dignity of Epic Poetry. 
But, as Dacier very well obſerves, they are a kind of painting: 
Were a Painter to draw this ſubject, he would undoubtedly inſert 
into the piece theſe herdſmen and dogs after the manner of Homer; 
they are natural ornaments, and candy are no diſgrace either 
to the Poet or the Painter. 

It is obſervable that Homer gives us an exact dranght of the coun- 
try; he ſets before us as in a picture, the city, the circular grove of 
poplars adjacent, the fountain falling from a rock, and the Altar ſa- 
cred to the Nymphs, erected on the point of it. We are as it were 


tranſported into Ithaca, and travel with Ulyſſes and Eumeus: Homer. 


verifies the obſervation of Horace above all Poets; namely, that Poe- 
by is Painting. | 
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| V. 236. Neritus, Tthacus, * 


112 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book Xyn. 
Its current thence to ſerve the city brings: 
An uſeful work l adorn'd by antient Kings. 
Neritus, Ithacus, Polyctor there 


Boo! 
Whe 


235 That 


Full 
In ſculptur'd-ftone-immortaliz'd their care; Fror 
In marble uras receiv'd it from above, o 
And ſhaded with a green ſurrounding grove; Tu 


Where ſilver alders, in high arches twin'd, 240 
Drink the cold ſtream, and tremble to the wind: 
Beneath, ſequeſter d to the Nymphs, is ſeen 

A moſſie altar, deep embower'd in green; 


Where conſtant. vows by travellers are pay d, Dact 
ne 

And holy horrors ſolemnize the ſhade; 245 = 
Here wih his goats, (not vow'd to ſacred flame, PT 


But pamper'd luxury) Melanthius came; 
Two grooms attend him. With an envious look 
He ey'd the ſtranger, and imperious ſpoke. 
The good old proverb how this pair fulkl !: 250 
One rogue is uſher to another . ſtill. 
Heav'n with a ſecret principle indu'd; 
Mankind, to ſeek their own ſimilitude. 


| I Publick' benefaQions 
demand publick honours and acknowledgments; for this reaſon No- 
mer makes an honourable mention of theſe three brothers. Ithaca 
was a ſmall Iſtand, and deſtitute of plenty of freſh water; this foun- 
tain therefore was a publick good to the whole region about it; and 
has given immortality to the Authors of it. They were the ſons of 
Pterelaus (as Bilathius informs us) ;- Ithacus gave name to the coun- 
try, Neritus to a mountain, and Poly&er to a place called PolySt- 
Fi, 


Where 
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Where goes the ſwine herd with that ill-look'd gueſt? 
That giant-glutton, dreadful at a feaſt ! 255 
Full many a poſt have thoſe broad ſhoulders worn, 
From ev'ry great man's gate repuls'd with ſcorn ; 
To no brave prize aſpir'd the worthleſs ſwain, 
'Twas but for ſcraps he aſk'd, and aſk'd in vain. 
To 


V. 258, To no brave prize aſpir'd the worthleſs ſeoain, 
"Twas but for ſcraps be 4ſt d, and aſt d in vain.] 


Dacier is very ſingular in her interpretation of this paſſage : She ima» 
gines it has a reference to the games practis'd amongſt the Suitors, 
and to the rewards of the victors, which were uſually — 2 and 
beautiful captives. © Thinkeſt thou (ſays Melanthius) that this 
« beggar will obtain the victory in our ſports, and that they will 
« vive him as the reward of his valour, ſome beautiful ſlave, or 
« ſome precious Tripod? But in Homer there is nothing that gives 
the leaſt countenance to this explication : He thus literally ſpeaks ; 
This fellow by going from door to door Twill mees avith correction, wwhilt 
be begs meanly fr a few ſcraps, not for things of price, ſuch as a cap- 
tive or Tripod. Euftathius explains it as ſpoken in contempt ef Uly/ſ- 
ſe; that he appears to be ſuch a vile perſon, as to have no ambition 
or hope to expect any thing better than a few ſcraps, nor to aſpire 
to the rewards of nobler ſtrangers, ſuch as captives or Tripods. 
"Azoaos, fays the ſame Author, are the minuteſt crumbs of bread, 
0WiXpeTaT0 up. I am perſuaded, that the Reader will ſub - 
ſcribe to the judgment of Euſlatbius, if he conſiders the conſtruc» 
ton, and that & cf. and NH are govern'd by arg as ef- 
feftually as ax, and therefore muſt refer to the ſame act of 
bexging, not of claiming by victory in the games; iT i Guy is not 
a word. that can bete expreſs a reward, but only a charity: beſides, 
would it not be abſurd to ſay that a Beggar goes from door to door 
aking alms, and not rewards beſtow'd upon victors in public exer- 
cles? the words ro pd. make the ſenſe general, they de- 
note the life of a beggar, which is to go from door to door, and 
conſequently they ought not to be confin'd ſolely to the Suitors, and 
if not, they can have no reference to any games, or to any rewards 
beſtowed upon ſuch occaſions. Beſides, it is ſcarce to be conceiv'd 
that Melantbius could think this beggar capable of being admitted 

into 


| 
| 
| 
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To beg, than work, he better underſtands ; 160 


Or we perhaps might take him off thy hands. 


For any office could the ſlave be good, 

To cleanie the fold, or help the kids to food, 

If any labour thoſe big. joirts could learn; 

Some whey, to waſh his bowels, he might earn. 26; 
To cringe, to whine, his idle hands to ſpread, 

Is all, by which that graceleſs maw is fed, 

Vet hear me! if thy impudence but dare 

Approach yon walls, I prophecy thy fare: 

Dearly, full dearly ſhalt thou buy thy bread 270 
With many a footſtool chund'ring at thy head. 

Fe thus: nor inſolent of word alone, 

Spurn'd with his ruſtic heel his King unknown; 
Spurn'd, but not mov'd : He, like a pillar ſtood, 

Nor flirr'd an inch, contemptuous, from the road: 275 


into the company, much leſs into the diverſion of the Suitors, who 

were all perſons of high birth and Station. *Tis true, Lib. 21 

Ulyſſes is permitted to try the bow, but this is through the peculiar 
ce of Telemachus, who knew the Beggar to be Ulyſſes ; and entite- 

iy contrary to their injunctions. i 

From this paſſage we may correct an error in Heſychius : de 


| (ſays he) are yuraixes 9 Teiwods : the ſentence is evidently 


maim'd, for Heſychius undoubtedly thus wrote it, &oprs 9u16i%6 
Afyorlaiy for thus (adds he) Homer uſes it: 


n— 4 dN nr.. 
that is (hs Heſychius), & Tra; dN reimedos; referring to thi 
= 7 | | 
Doubtful, 


200 


270 


275 
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Doubtful, or with his ftaff to ſtrike him dead, 

Or greet the pavement with his worthleſs head. 

Short was that doubt; to quell his rage inur'd, 

The Hero ſtood ſelf-conquer'd,. and endur'd. 

But hateful of the wretch, Eumæus heav'd 280 
His hands obteſting, and this pray'r conceiv d. 

Daughters of Jove! who from th' ztherial bow'rs 
Deſcend to ſwell the ſprings, and feed the flow'rs! 
Nymphs of this fountain | to whoſe ſacred names 

Our rural victims mount in blazing flames 285 
To whom Uly/es' pigty preferr'd 

The yearly frfilings of his flock, and herd; 

Succeed my wiſh ; your votary reſtore : 

Oh be ſome God bis convoy to our ſhore ! 


V. 279. The Hero flood ſelf- d, and endur d.] Homer ex- 
cellently ſuſtains the character of Ulyſſes; he is a man of patience, 
and maſter of all his paſſions; he is here miſuſed by one of his own 
ſervants, yet is ſo far from returning the injury, that he ſtifles the 
ſenſe of it, without ſpeaking one word: *Tis true he is deſcrib'd ag 
having a conflict in his Soul; but this is no derogation to his cha- 
rater: not to feel like a man is Inſenſibility, not virtue; but to re- 
preſs the emotions of the heart, and keep them within the bounds 
of moderation, this argugs wiſdom, and turns an injury into a virtue 
and glory, There is ag excellent contraſt between the benevolent 
Eumeus, and the inſolent Melanthius. Eumaus reſents the Outrage 
of Melantbius more than Ulyſſes z he is moved with indignation, but 
how does he expreſs it? not by railing, but by an appeal to Heaven 
in a prayer: A conduct worthy to be imitated in more inligten'd 
ages, The word ade here bears a peculiar fignification z it 
does not imply Voluptuouſneſs as uſually, bur Pride, and means that 
Uſe: would ſpoil his haughty airs, if he ſhould ever return: Thus 
interpretation agrees with what follows, where Eumæus reproaches 
dim for deſpifing his rural charge, and aſpiring to politeneſs, or as 
we expreſs it, to be a Man of the Town, 

Due 
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Due pains ſhall puniſh then this ſlave's offence, 
And humble all his airs of infolence, = 
Who proudly ftalking, leaves the herds at large, 
Commences courtier, and neglects his charge. 

What mutters he? (Melanthius ſharp rejoins) 
This crafty miſcreant big with dark deſigns ? 
The day ſhall come; nay, tis already near, 
When flave! to fell thee at a price too dear, 
Muſt be my care; and hence tranſport thee o'er, 
A load and ſcandal to this happy ſhore.) 

Oh ! that as furely great Apollo's dart, 506 
Or ſome brave Suitor's ſword, might pierce the heart 
Of the proud ſon ; as that we ſtand this hour 

In laſting ſafety from the father's pow's. 

So ſpoke the wretch ; but ſhunning farther fray, 
Turn d his proud ſtep, and left them on their way. 525 
Strait to the feaſt-ful palace he repair'd, 

Familiar enter'd, and the banquet ſhar'd ; 
Beneath Eurymachus, his patron lord, 
He took his place, and Plenty heap d the board. 


290 


293 


\ | 
V. 308. Beneath Eurymachus He took his place, ——] We 
may gather from hence the truth of an obſervation formerly made, 
That Melanthius, Eumeus, &c. were perſons of diſtinction, and their 
offices poſts of honour : we ſee Melanthius, who had charge of the 
Goats of T/hyſſes, is a companion for Princes. ? ; th 
The reafon why Melanthius in particular aſſociates himſelf kev 
Eurymachus is, an intrigue which that Prince holds with Melar! 
his fiſter, as appears from the following Book. There is a —_— 
racy and league between them, and we find they all ſuffer condign 
puniſhment in. the end of the Odyſſey. 1 


5 
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Mean time they heard, - ſoft-circling in the ſky, 
Sweet Airs aſcend, and heav'nly minſtrelſie; 
(For Phemius to the Lyre attun'd the ſtrain :) 
Uly/es harkned, then addreſt the ſwain. 

Well may this Palace admiration claim, 
Great, and reſpondent to the maſter's fame ! 
Stage above ſtage th' imperial ſtructure ſtands, - 
Holds the chief honours and the town commands: 
High walls and battlements the courts incloſe, 
And the ſtrong gates defy a hoſt of foes. 
Far other cares its dwellers now employ : 
The throng'd aſſembly, and the feaſt of joy: 
| ſe the ſmokes of ſacrifice aſpire, 
And hear (what graces ev'ry feaſt) the Lyre. 
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Then thus Eumæus. Judge we which were beſt; 


Amidſt yon revellers a ſudden gueſt 
Chuſe you to mingle, while behind I ſtay? 
Or I firſt ent'ring introduce the way ? 


by arms, 


a ger. 


325 


V. 318. High wall and battlements, &c.] We have here a very 
particular draught or plan of the palace of Ulyſſes; it is a kind 
of caſtle, at once deſign'd for ſtrength and magnificence : this we 
may gather from uTspoFAiogoaiTo, which Heſychius explains by 


irgend al, vT+gemas, not eaſily to be ſurmounted, or forc'd 


Homer artfully introduces Ulyſſes truck with wonder at the beauty 
of the palace; this is done to confirm Eumæus in the opinion that 
Ulyſſes is really the Beggar he appears to be, and a perfect ſtranger 
among the Tthacans ; Thus alſo when he complains of hunger, he 
leaks the language of a Beggar, as 1 4 remarks, to perſuade 
* that he takes his journey to the Court, ſolely out of want 


Wait 
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Wait for a ſpace without, bat wait not long ; 

This is the houſe of violence and wrong: 

Some rude inſult thy rev'rend age may bear; 330 

For like their lawleſs lords, the ſervants are. 

Juſt is, oh friend thy caution, and addreſt 

(Reply'd the Chief) to no unheedful breaft ; 

The wrongs and injuries of baſe mankind 

Freſh to my ſenſe, and always in my mind. 335 

The bravely - patient to no fortune yields ; 

On rolling oceans, and in fighting fields, 

Storms have I paſt, and many a ſtern debate; 

And now in humbler ſcene ſubmit to Fate. 

What cannot Wart ? the beſt ſhe will expoſe, 340 

And I am learn'd in all her train of woes; 

She filk with navies, hoſts, and loud alarms 

The ſea, the land, and ſhakes the world with arms 

Thus, near the gates conferring as they drew, 

Argus, the Dog his ancient maſter knew; 345 

He 


V. 345. Argus the bis antient maſter knew, &c.] This whole 
Epiſode Bas fallen —_ ridicule of the Critics ; * Perault 
in particular: The Dunghill before the Palace (ſays that Author) 
<c" 1s mort for a Peaſant than a King ; and it is beneath the 
« dignity of Poetry to deſcribe the Dog Argus almoſt devoured with 
c Femin.“ It muſt be allowed, that ſuch a familiar Epiſode could 
not hate been properly introduced into the Mad: It is writ in 3 
nobler ſtyle; diſtinguiſhed by a boldneſs of ſentiments and diction; 
whereas the Odyſſey deſcends to the Familiar, and is calculated more 
for common heroic life, What Homer ſays of Argus is ve!) 
natural, and 1 do not kcfiow any thing mort beautiful or more * 
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He, not unconſcious of the voice, and tread, 
Lifts to the ſound his ear, and rears his head; 

Bred by Uly/*s,. nouriſhed at his board, 

But ah ! not fated long to pleaſe his Lord ! 

To him, his ſwiftnels and his ſtrength were vain; 356 
The voice of Glory, call'd him o'er: the main. 

Till then in ev*ry ſylvan chace renown'd, 

With Argus, Argus, rung the woods around; 

With him the youth purſu'd the goat or fawn, 

Or trac'd the mazy leveret o'er the lawn. 355 
Now left to man's ingratitude he lay, | 
Unhous'd, neglected in the public way; 

And where on heaps the rich manure was ſpread, 

Obſcene with Reptiles, took his ſordid bed. 


330 


335 


340 


ting in the whole Poem: I dare a to every perſon's judgment, if 
Argus de not as juſtly and properly repreſented, as the nobleſt figure 
init, It is certain that the vermin which Homer mentions would de- 
baſe our Poetry, but in the Greek that very word is noble and ſonorous, 
Kuga: But how is the objection concerning the Dunghill to 
be anfwered ? We muſt have recourſe to the ſimplicity of manners 
amongſt the Antients, who thought nothing mean that was of uſe to 
life. Ithaca was a barren Country, full of Rocks and Mountains, 
and owed its fertility chiefly to cultivation, and for this reaſon ſuch 
citcumſtantial cares were neceſſary. Tis true ſuch a deſcription now 
s more proper for a Peaſant than a King, but antiently it was no 
diſgrace for a King to perform with his own hands, what is now left 
only to Peaſants, We read of a Dictator taken from the plough, and 
why may not a King as well manure his field as plough it, without 
— his dignity? Virgil has put the thing into a 
recept ; 


Ne ſaturare forme pingui pudeat ſola. 4 
ls He 
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He knew his Lord; he knew, and ſtrove to meet, 360 
In vain he ſtrove, to crawl, and kiſs his feet ; 

Vet (all he could) his tail, his ears, his eyes 

Salute his maſter, and confeſs his joys. 

Soft pity touch'd che mighty maſter's ſoul ; 

Adown his cheek a tear unbidden ſtole, 36; 
Stole unperceiv'd ; he turn'd his head and dry'd 

The drop humane: then thus impaſſion'd cry'd. 


V. 361. In vain be ſtrove, to crawl, and kiſs bis feet.] It my 
ſeem The this circumſtance was inſerted caſually, or at leaſt only 
to ſhew the age and infirmity of Argus: but there is a further intent 
in it: If the Dog had ran to Uly/jes and fawned upon him, it would 
have raiſed a ſtrong ſuſpicion in Eumers that he was not ſuch a 
ſtranger to the Jthacans as he pretended, but ſome perſon in diſguiſe; 
and this might have occaſioned an unſeaſonable diſcovery. Euftathiu, 
V. 364. Soft puy-touch'd bis mighty maſters fel] I confeſs my 
ſelf touched with the tenderneſs of theſe tears in Ulyſſes ; 1 would 
willingly think that they proceed from a better principal than the 
weakneſs of human nature, and are an inftance of a really virtuous, 
and compaſſionate diſpoſition. | 222 


a he F ecidaxeves avec. 


Good men are cafily moved to Tears: In my judgment Les appears 
more amiable while he weeps over his faithful Dog, than when he 
drives an army of enemies before him : That ſhews him to be a great 
Hero, This a good Man. It was undoubtedly an inftance of an ex- 
cellent diſpoſition in one of the Fathers who prayed for the Grace if 


Tears, 
mollifſima corda 
Humane generi dare ſe natura fatetur 
Quee lacbrymas dedit, bac neftri pars optima ſenſus. 
0 Juv. Sat. 15. 
Each gentle mind the ſoft infection felt, 
For richeſt metals are moſt apt to melt, 


What 
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bo What noble beaſt in this abandon'd ſlate 
Lies here all helpleſs at Les gate? 
His bulk and beauty ſpeak no vulgar praiſe; 370 
If, as he ſeems, he was, in better days, 
Some care his Age deſerves: Or was he priz'd 
6s For worthleſs beauty ! therefore now deſpis'd? 
Such dogs, and men there are, meer things of ſtate, 
And always cheriſh'd by their friends, the Great. 37 5 
Not Argus ſo, ( Eumeus thus rejoin'd) 
But ſerv'd a maſter of a nobler kind, 
by, Who never, never ſhall behold him more! 
pe Long, long ſince periſh'd on a diſtant ſhore ! 


h 
7 Oh had you ſeen him, vig'rous, beld and young, 380 
8 Swift as a ſtag, and as a lion ſtrong; 


the Him no fell Savage on the plain withſtood, 
"> None ſcap'd him, boſom'd in the gloomy wood 3 


V. 374+ Such dogs, and men there are, meer things of flate, 
ears And always cheriſh'd by their friends, the Great.] - 


It is in the Greek darreg, or King:; but the word is not to be 
* f taken in too ftrit a ſenſe; it implies all Perſons of difiinFiop, or 
*x20:07T7&%1, like the word Rex in Horace. 


Regibus hic mos eft ubi equos mercantur, 


And Reging in Terence (as Dacier obſerves) is uſed in the fame 
manner. 


* 


Eunuchum porrd dixti velle te: 
Diia ſole utuntur his reginæ. 


hat 


Vor. IV. F His 
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- His eye how piercing, and his ſcent how true, 

To winde the vapour, in the tainted dew ! 385 
Such, when Uly/ left his natal coalt; 

Now years un-nerve him, and his lard is loſt ! 

The women keep the gen'raus creature bare, 

A fleck and idle race is all their care: 


The maſter gone, the ſervants what reſtrains ? 390 
Or dwells Humanity where riot reigns ? 
Jove fix'd it certain, that whatever day | 
Makes man a ſlave, takes half his worth away. 
This 


V. 392. n———atever day 
Makes man a flave, takes half bis worth azvay.] 


This is a very remarkable ſentence, and commonly found to be true. 
Longinus in his enquiry into the decay of human wit, quotes it, 
«« Servitude, be it never ſo juſtly eſtabliſhed, is a kind of priſon, 
« wherein the ſoul firinks in ſome meaſure, and diminiſhes by con- 
« ftraint: it has the ſame effect with.the boxes in which dwarfs are 
4 incloſed, which not only hinder the body from its growth, but 
t make it leſs by the conftriftion. It is obſervable that all the great 
4 Orators flouriſhed in Republics, and indeed what is there that 
«« raiſes the ſouls of great men more than Liberty? In other govern- 
cc ments men commonly become inſtead of Orators, pompous flat- 
< terers: A man born in ſervitude may be capable of other ſciences; 
«© but no ſlave can ever be an.Orator ; for while. the mind is depreſt 
% and broken by ſlavery, it wil! never dare to think or ſay any thing 
4% bold and noble; all the vigour evaporates, and it remains as it 
« were confined in a priſon.” Etiam fera animalia, ficlauſa teneas, 
virtutis obliviſcuntur. Tacit. Hiſt. lib. 4. 

Theſe verſes are quoted in Plato, lib. 6. de legibus,, but ſomewhat 
differently from our editions. 


"Hpuiov yag Ts 10 anapeig: Tai ivevone geg 
Ado B; &v au, Kc. 8 


However 
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This ſaid, the honeſt herdſman ſtrode before: 
The muſing Monarch pauſes at the door: 
The Dog whom Fate had granted to behold 
His Lord, when twenty tedious years had roll'd, 
Takes a laſt look, and having ſeen him, dies; 
80 clos'd for ever faithful Argus eyes! 

And now Telemachus, the firſt of all, 
Obſerv'd Fumeus ent'ring in the hall; 
Diſtant he ſaw, acroſs the ſhady Dome; 
Then gave a ſign, and beckon'd him to come: 
There ſtood an empty. ſeat, where late was plac'd 
In order due, the ſteward of the fealt, 
(Who now was buſied carving round the board) 
Eumeus took, and plac'd it near his Lord. 
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. 400 


405 


However this aphotiſm is to be underſtood only generally, not uni- 
verſally : Eumæus who utters it is an inſtance to the contrary, who 
retains his virtue in a ſtate of ſubjection; and Plato ſpeaks to the 
ſame purpoſe, aſſerting that ſome ſlaves have been found of ſuch vir- 
tue as to be preferred to a ſon or a brother; and have often pfeſerved 


their maſters and their families. 


V. 399. So cloi'd for ever faithful Argus - eyes!] It has been a 
queſtion what occaſioned the death of Argus, at the inſtant he ſaw 
Ulyſſes: Enftathivs imputes it to the joy he welt at the ſight of his 
maſter, But there has another objection been ſtarted againſt Homer, 
for aſcribing ſo long a life as twenty years to Argus, and that. dogs 
never ſurpaſs the fifteenth year; but this is an ertor; Arfotle af- 
firms, that ſome dogs live two and twenty, and other Naturaliſts 
ſubſcribe to his judgment. Ernftathirs tells us, that other writers 
agree, that ſome dogs live twenty-four years. Pliny thus writes, 
Canes Laconici vivunt amis denis, farming duodenis, cætera genera 
1 amos, aliguando wiginti, Madam Dacier mentions ſome of 

own knowledge that lived twenty-three years; and the Tranſla- 
tor, not to fall ſhort of theſe illuſtrious examples, has known one 


that died at twenty-two big with puppies, 
F 2 


Before 
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Before him inftant was the banquet ſpread, 
And the bright baſket pil'd with loaves of bread. 

Next came Uh, lowly at the door, 410 
A figure deſpicable, old, and poor, 
In ſqualid veſts with many a gaping rent, 
Propt on a ſtaff, and trembling as he went. 
Then, reſting on the threſhold of the gate, 
Againſt a cypreſs pillar lean'd his weight ; 41; 
(Smooth'd by the workman to a poliſh'd plain) 
The thoughtful ſon beheld, and call'd his ſwain : 

Theſe viands, and this bread, Ermens ! bear, 
And let yon mendicant our plenty ſhare : 
Then let him circle round the Suitors board, 420 
And try the bounty of each gracious lord. 
Bold let him aſk, encourag'd thus by me ; 
How ill, alas! do want and ſhame agree? 

His 


V. 423. How ill, alas! do want and ſhame agree ?] We are not 
to imagine that Homer is here recommending immodeſty; but to un- 
derftand him as ſpeaking of a decent aſſurance, in oppoſition to 2 
faulty ſhame or baſhfutneſs. The verſe in the Greek is remark- 
able. 


Age N dr dyabs xixpnpiy arp. apeidly. 


A perſon of great learning has obſerv'd that there is a tautology in 
the three laſt words; in a beggar that wants : as if the very notion 
of a beggar did not imply want. Indeed Plato, who cites this verſe 


in his Charmides, uſes another word inftead of pon, and inſerts 
Tapiit. Heſied likewiſe, who makes uſe of the ſame line, in- 
ficad of @goixT1 reads X#%pifts, which would almoſt induce us 

; | ieve 


I. 


110 


20 
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His lord's command the faithful ſervant bears ; 


The ſeeming beggar anſwers with his pray'rs. 425 
Bleſt be Telemachus ! in ev'ry deed 
Inſpire him Jowve/ in ev'ry wiſh ſacceed ! 
This ſaid, the portion from his ſon convey'd 
With ſmiles receiving on his ſerip he lay d. 
Long as the minſirel ſwept the ſoundiog wire, 430 
He fed, and ceas'd when ſilence held the lyre. 
Soon 


pelieye that they thought there was a tautology in Homer. It has 
therefore been conjeQur'd, that the word TgiX1n5 ſhould be in- 
ſerted in the place of Tgoix1n ; I am ſorry that the conſtiuction will 


not allow it; that word is of the maſculine gender, and «y«tn 
which is of the feminine cannot agree with it, We may indeed ſub- 


fiitute a vos, and then the ſenſe will be baſofulneſs is no good peri- 
tioner for a beggar ; but this muſt be done without authority. We 
muſt therefore thus underſtand Homer; ©* Too much modeſty is not 
« good for a poor man, who lives by begging,” wolln; and this 
ſolution clears the verſe from the tautology, for a man may be in 


want, and not be a beggar z or (as Homer expreſſes it) xo, 
and yet not Ing. 

V. 433. Minerva prompts, &c.] This is a circumſtance that oc- 
curs almoſt in every book of the Odyſſey, and Pallas has been thought 
to mean no more than the inherent wiſdom of Ulyſſes, which guides 
all his actions upon all emergencies: It is not impoſſible but the 
Poet might intend to inculcate, that the wiſdom of man is the gift 
of Heaven, and a bleſſing from the Gods. But then is it not a de- 
rogation to Ulyſſes, to think nothing but what the Goddeſs dictates? 
and a reftraint of human liberty, to act ſolely by the impulſe of a 
Deity ? Plutarch in his life of Coriolaaus excellently ſolves this diffi- 
culty, © Men (obſerves that Author) are ready to cenſure and de- 
ſpiſe the Poet, as if he deſtroy' d the uſe of reaſon, and the freedom 
Hof their choice, by continually aſcribing every ſuggeſtion of heart 


F 3 « to 
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Soon as the Suitors from the banquet roſe, 
Minerva prompts the Man of mighty woes 


4 


« to the influence of a Goddeſs : Whereas he introduces a Deity not 
% to take away the liberty of the will, but as moving it to act with 
« freedom; the Deity does not work in us the inclinations, but 
« only offers the object to our minds, from whence we conceive the 
« impulſe, and form our reſolutions. However theſe influences dg 
not make the action involuntary, but only give a beginning to ſpon- 
taneous operations; for we muſt either remove God from all manner 
of caſualty, or confeſs that he inviſibly affiſts us by a ſecret co-ope- 
ration. For it is abſurd to imagine that the help he lends us, con- 
Gfts in faſhioning the poſtures of the body, or directing the corporeal 
; motions but in influencing our ſouls, and exciting the inward facul- 
ties into action by ſecret impulſes from above; or on the contrary, 
by raifing an averfion in the ſoul, to reſtrain us from actien. Iis 
true in ordinary affairs of life, in matters that are brought about by 
the ordinary way of reaſon, Homer aſcribes the execution of them to 
human performance, and frequently repreſents his Heroes calling a 
council in their own breaſts, and acting according to the dictates of 
reaſon : But in actions unaccountably daring, of a tranſcendent na- 
ture, there they are ſaid to be catried away by 2 divine impulſe or 
enthuſiaſm, and it is no longer human zealon, but a God that in · 
Ruences the ſoul. 5 | | 
. I have already abſerv'd, that Homer makes uſe of Machines ſome · 
times meerly for ornament ; this place is an inſtance of it: Here is 
no action of an uncommon nature perform'd, and yet Pallas directs 
en: Plntarch very juſtly obſerves, that whenever the Heroes of 
Homer execute any prodigious exploit of valour, be continually intro» 
duces a Deity, who aflaſts in the performance of it; but it is alſo 
true, that to ſhew the dependance of man upon the afliſtance of Hea- 
ven, he frequently aſcribes the common dictates of wiſdom to the 
Goddeſs of it. If we take the act here inſpired by Minerva, as it 
lies nakedly in Hamer, it is no more than a bare command to beg; 
an aft, that nceds not the wiſdom of a Goddeſs to command: But 
we are to underſtand it as a direction to Ulyſſes how to behave before 
the Suitors upon his firſt appearance, how to carry on his diſguiſe ſo 
artfully as to prevent all ſuſpicions, and take his meaſures ſo effec- 
tually as to work. his own ze-eftabliſhment : In this light, the com- 
mand becomes worthy of a Goddeſs : The act of begging is only the 
method by which he carries on his deſign; the conſequence of it 1s 
the main point in view, namely, the Suitors deſtruction. The reſt 
is only the ſtratagem, by which he obtains the victory. 


To 


Bot 
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To tempt their bounties with a ſuppliant's art, a 
And learn the gen'rous from th' ignoble heart; 435 
(Not but his ſoul, reſentful-as humane, 

Dooms to full vengeance all th* offending train) 

With ſpeaking eyes, ard voice of plaintive ſound, 
Humble he moves, imploring all around. 

The proud feel pity, and relief beſtow, 440 
With ſuch an image touch'd of human woe 

Enquiring all, their wonder they confeſs, 

And eye the man, majeſtic in diſtreſs. 


V. 435. And learn the gen'rous from th' ignoble bears: 
( Not but bis foul, reſentful as humane, 
Dooms to full vengeance all th offending train.) 


A ſingle virtue, or act of humanity, is not a ſufficient attonement 
for a whole life of inſolence and opprefſion ; ſo that altho* ſome of 
the Suitors ſhould be found Teſs guilty than the reſt, yet they are ſtill 
too guilty to deſerve impunity. | 


V. 438. With ſpeaking eyes, and voice of plaintive ſound, 
Humble be moves, &c. ] 


Homer inſerts this particularity to ſhew the complying nature of Ly, 
fer in all fortunes ; he is every where @ToAuTeTo%, it is his diſtin- 
guiſhing character in the firſt verſe of the Odyſſey, and it is viſible in 
every part of it. He is an artiſt in the trade of begging as Eufta- 
thius obſerves, and knows how to become the loweſt, as well as the 
higheſt ſtation. | 

Homer adds, that the Suitors were ſtruck with wonder at the fight 
of Ulyſſes. That is (ſays Euftathius) becauſe they never had before 
feen him in Ithaca, and concluded him to be a foreigner. But I ra- 
ther think it is a compliment Homer pays to his Hero to repreſent his 
on and figure to be ſuch, as tho" a beggar, ſtruck them with aſto- 
Rnment, . 


F 4 While 
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While thus they gaze and queſtion with their eyes, 
The bold Mc/anthius to their thought replies. 
My Lords ! this ſtranger of gigantic port 
The good Eumeus uſher'd to your court. 
Full well I mark'd the features of his face, 
Tho' all unknown his clime, or noble race. 
And is this preſent, ſwineherd! of thy hand ? 450 
Bring'ſt thou theſe vagrants to infeſt the land? 
(Returns Antinous with retorted eye) 
Objects uncouth! to check the genial joy. 
Enough of theſe our court already grace, 
Of giant ftomach, and of famiſh'd face. 458 
Such gueſts Eumæus to his country brings, 
To ſhare our feaſt, and lead the life of Kings. 
To whom the hoſpitable ſwain rejoin'd d: 
Thy paſſion, Prince, belies thy knowing mind. 
Who calls, from diſtant nations to his own, 460 
The poor, diftinguifh'd by their wants alone? 
Round the wide world are ſought thoſe men divine 
Who publick ſtructures raiſe, or who deſign ; 


445 


V. 462. Round the wide world are ſought thoſe men divine, &c.] 
This is an evidence of the great honour antiently paid to per- 
ſons eminent in mechanic arts: The architect, and public artiſans, 
Fnpizpy0, are join'd with the Prophet, Phyſician, and Poet, who 
were efteem's almoſt with a religious veneration, and look d upon as 
publick bleflings. Honour was antiently given to men in proportion 
to the benefits they brought to ſociety : A uſeleſs great man is a bur- 
then to the earth, while the meaneſt artiſan is beneficial to his fel- 
low-creatures, and uſeful in his generation, | 


2 Thoſe 
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Thoſe to whoſe eyes the Gods their ways reveal, 
45 Or bleſs with ſalutary arts to heal; 
But chief to Poets ſuch reſpect belongs, 
By rival nations courted for their ſongs ; 
Theſe States invite and mighty Kings admire, 
Wide as the ſun diſplays his vital fire. 
0 It is not ſo with Want! how few that feed 
A wretch unhappy, meerly for his need ? 
Unjuſt to me and all that ſerve the ſtate, 
To love Uly//es is to raiſe thy hate. 
For me, ſuffice the approbation won 
Of my great miſtreſs, and her god-like ſon, 
To him Telemachus. No more-incenſe 
The man by nature prone to inſolence: 
Injurious minds juſt anſwers but provoke ——— 
Then turning to Antinous, thus he ſpoke. 
Thanks to thy care! whoſe abſolute command 
Thus drives the ſtranger from our court and land. 
Heav'n bleſs its owner with a better mind ! 
From envy free, to charity inelin'd. 
This both Penelope and I afford: 
Then, Prince] be bouriteous-of- L board. 
To give another's is thy hand ſo flow ? 
So much more ſweet, to ſpoil, than to beſtow ?' 
Whence, great Telemachus ! this lofty ftrain? 
{ 4ntinous cries. with inſolent diſdain) 


Fs 
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Portions like mine if ev'ry ſuitor gave, 
Our walls this twelvemonth ſhould not ſee the ſlave. 
He ſpoke, and lifting high above the board 

His pon'drous footſtool, ſhook it at his lord. 

The reſt with equal band conferr'd the bread ; 
He fill'd his ſcrip; and to the threſhold ſped ; 

But firſt before Autinous ſtopt, and ſaid. + 

Beſtow my friend ! thou doſt not ſeem the worſt 
Of all the Greeks, but Prince-like and the firſt ; 
Then as in dignity, be firſt in worth, 
And I ſhall praiſe thee thro' the boundleſs earth. 
Once I enjoy'd in luxury of ſtate 
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490 


495 


500 


Whate'er gives man the envy'd name of Great; 


V. 497. Beftow my friend! &e. ] Ulyſſes here acts with a prudent 
diſſimulation; he pretends not to have underſtood the irony of Anti- 
nous, nor to have obſerv'd his preparation to ſtrike him: and there- 
fore proceeds as if he apprehended no danger. This at once ſhews 
the patience of Ulyſſes who is inur'd to ſufferings, and gives a foun- 
00 for the puniſhment of Antinous in the concluſion of the 
OG 


OY» 
It is obſervable, that Ulyſſes gives his own Hiſtory in the ſame 
words as in the fourteenth book, yet varies from it in the conclu- 


ſion; he there ſpoke to Eumeus, and Eumæus is here preſent, and 
bears the ſtory: How is it then that he does not obſerve the falfifi- 
cation of Ulyſſes, and conclude him to be an impoſtor ? Euſftathius 
labours for an anſwer ; he imagines that Eumeus was inadvertent, or 
had forgot the former relation, and yet aſſerts that the reaſon why 
Ulyſſes tells the ſame Hiſtory in part to Antinous, proceeds from a 
| fear of detectien in Eumeus. 1 would rather imagine that Up 
makes the deviation, truſting to the judgment of Eumæus, who 
might conclude that there was ſome good reaſon why he forbears to 
let Antinous into the full Hiſtory of his life; eſpecially, becauſe he 
was an enemy both to Ulyſſes and Eumgws : he might therefore eas) 
reflect, that the difference of his ſtory aroſe from prudence and de- 
ſign, rather than from impoſture ang falſhood, 


I Wealth, 


VII 
490 


N 7 J 7 7. 


* 7 


o 6 a - 


_ * >” 


Book XVII. HOME R's ODYSSEY, 131 


Wealth, ſervants, friends, were mine in better days; 
And hoſpitality was then my praiſe ; | 


In ev'ry ſorrowing foul I pour'd delight, 505 


And poverty ſtood ſmiling in my ſight. 

But Jove, all- governing, whoſe only will 

Determines Fate, and mingles good with ill, 

Sent me (to puniſh my purſuit of gain) 

With roving pirates o'er th' /Zgyptian main: 510 

By Egypt's ſilver flood our ſhips we moor; 

Our ſpies commiſſion'd ſtrait the coaſt explore; 

But impotent of mind, with lawleſs will 

The country ravage, and the natives kill. 

The ſpreading clamor to their city flies, 515 

And horſe and foot in mingled tumult riſe: 

The red'ning dawn reveals the hoſtile fields 

Horrid with briſtly ſpears, and gleaming ſhields: 

Jove thunder'd on their fide: our guilty head ' , 

Weturn'd to flight; the gath'ring vengeance ſpread 520 

On all parts round, and heaps on heaps lay dead. 

Some few the foes in ſervitude detain ; 

Death ill exchang'd for bondage and for pain ! 

Unhappy me a Cyprian took a-board, 

And gave to Dmetor, Cyprus” haughty Lord: 525 
Hithet, 


V. 525. Aud gave to Dmetor, Cyprus” havghty Lord.] We are 
not to ſearch too exactly into hiſtoric truth among the fictions of 
Poetry ; but it is very probable that this Dmetor was really King of 

Cypruse 
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Hither, to ſcape his chains, my courſe I ſteer 

Still curſt by fortune, and inſulted here ! 

To whom Antinous thus his rage expreſt. 

What God has plagu'd us with this gormaund gueſt ? 

Unleſs at diſtance, wretch! thou keep behind, 

Another Iſle than Cyprus more unkind, 

Another gp, ſhalt thou quickly find, 

From all thou beg'ſt, a bold audacious ſlave ; 

Nor all can give ſo much as thou canſt crave. 

Nor wonder I, at ſuch profuſion ſhown ; 535 Hi 

Shameleſs they give, who give what's not their own. H. 
The Chief, retiring. Souls like that in thee, 

Ill fuit ſuch forms of grace and dignity. 


530 


Cyprus. Euflathius is of this opinion; but it may be objected, that 
_— was King of Cyprus in the time of Uſa. Thus . XI. 
De beaming Cuiraſi next adorn d his breaft ; 
" The ſame which once King Cinyras poſſeſt ; 
The fame of Greece, and her aſſembled hoſt, 
Had reach d that Monarch on the Cyprean coaſt 


The anfwer is; there were almoſt twenty years efapſed'fince the men- 


tion of this breaſt-plate of Cinyras; this King therefore being dead, 
Dmetor poſſeſt the Cyprian throne. 


V. 532. Another Egypt, Sc.] This paſſage is a full demonſtra- 
tion that the country was call'd /#g ypt in the days of Homer, as 


well as the river Niles; for in the ſpeech he uſes Ayu es. in the 
maſculine gender to denote the river, and here he calls it T1xp1 
*AvyuTloy in the feminine, to ſhew that he ſpeaks of the country: 
The former word agrecing with a47ap0cy the latter with Tala. 


Nor 
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Nor will that hand to utmoſt need afford "Foo 
The ſmalleſt portion of a waſteful board, 540 
Whoſe luxury whole patrimonies ſweeps, 
Yet ſtarving, Want, amidſt the riot, weeps. 

The haughty Suitor with reſentment burns, 
And ſow'rly ſmiling, this reply returns. 
Take that, ere yet thou quit this princely throng: 545 
And dumb fer ever be thy ſland'rous tongue 
He ſaid, and high the whirling tripod flung. 
His ſhoulder-blade receiv'd. th? ungentle ſhock ;, 
He ſtood, and mov'd not,. like a marble rock ;. 
But ſhook his thoughtful head, nor more complain'd, 559 
Sedate of ſoul, his character ſuſtain'd,. 
And inly form'd revenge: then back. withdrew ;. 
Before his feet the well-fill'd ſcrip he threw, 
And thus with. ſemblance mild addreſt the crew. 

May what I ſpeak your princely minds approve, 555 
Ye Peers and rivals in this noble love ! 
Not for the hurt I grieve, but for the cauſe. 
If, when the ſword our country's quarrel draws,. 


Or 


V. 557. Not for- the burt I. grieve, but for the cauſe.]; The: rea- 
i 3 eo the original is not wt eG: ala curity : For 
how. can it be affirm'd, that it is no great affliction to have our pro- 
perty invaded, and to be wounded in the defence of it? The beggar 
who ſuffers for aſking an alms, has no injory done him, except the 
violence offer'd to his perſon ; but. it is a double. injury, to ſuffer 
both in. our perſons. and properties. We muſt therefore ſuppoſe that 
Ulyſſes means, that the importance of the cauſe, u 
uv 


* 
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Or if defending what is juſtly dear, 

From Mars impartial ſome broad wound we bear; 560 
The gen'rous motive dignifies the ſcar. 

But for meer want, how hard to ſuffer wrong ? 


Want brings enough of other ills along ! 
Yet if injuſtice never be ſecure, 


If fiends revenge, and Gods aſſert the poor, 565 
Death ſhall lay low the proud aggreſſor's head, 
And make the duſt Antinous bridal bed. 
Peace wretch! and eat thy bread without offence, 
(The Suitor cry'd) or force ſhall drag thee hence, 
Scourge thro? the publick ſtreet, and caſt thee there, 570 
A mangled carcaſe for the hounds to tear. 
His furious deed the gen'ral anger mov'd, 
All, ev'n the worſt, condemn'd : and ſome reprov'd, 
Was ever chief for wars like theſe renown'd ? 
Hl fits the ſtranger and the poor to wound. 575 


invaded, is equal to the 2 and that we ought to ſuffer wounds, 
or even death, in defence of it; and that a brave man grieves not at 
ſuch laudable adventures. Or perhaps Ulyſſes ſpeaks only with re- 
ſpect to Antinous, and means that it is a greater injury to offer vio- 
lence to the poor and the ſtranger, than to perſons of greater for- 
tunes 10 ſtation. | | D 

E ius gives a deeper meaning to the ſpeech of Ulyſſes ; be ap- 
plies it to his preſent condition, and it is the Hans as if he had faid 
openly. It would be no great matter if 1 had been wounded in de- 
fence of my Palace, and other properties, but to ſuffer only for aſk- 
ing an alme, this is a deep affliction. So that Ulyſſes ſpeaks in gene- 
ral, but intends his own particular condition; and the import of the 
whole is, I grieve to ſuffer, not upon any weighty account, but only 
for being poor and hungry. a 5 
N Unbleſt 
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Unbleſt thy hand! if in this low diſguiſe 
Wander, perhaps, ſome inmate of the ſkies ; 
They (curious oft of mortal actions) deign 
In forms like theſe, to round the earth and main, 
Juſt and unjuſt recording in their mind, 580 
And with ſure eyes inſpecting all mankind, 
3 Telemachus abſorpt in thought ſevere, 
Nouriſh'd deep anguiſh, tho? he ſhed no tear; 


— 


But 


v. 578. They (curious oft of human ations) e. We have already 
ablerv's, that it was the ket of the antients, that the Gods fre- 
0 quently afſum'd an human ſhape. Thus Ovid of Jupiter. 


Summo delabor Olympo, 
Et Deus bumand luſtro ſub imagine terras. 


I refer the Reader to the objections of Plato, mention'd in the pre- 

ceding book. It is obſervable, that Homer puts this remarkable 

truth into the mouth of the Suitors, to ſhew that it was certain and 

undeniable, when it is atteſted even by ſuch perſons as had no piety 
3 or religion. ; : 


V. 582. Telemachus — — 


_ Nouriſh" d deep anguiſh, tho" be ſhed no tear, ] 

at 

e This is ſpoken with particular 3 Telemachus is here to act 

J- the part of a wiſe man, not of a tender ſon; he reſtrains his tears 

r leſt they ſnould betray his father, it being improbable that he ſhould 
weep for a vagabond and beggar. We find he has profited by the in- 

» ſtructions of Ulyſſes, and practiſes the injunRions given in the for- 

id mer book. | 

* 

M F ſcorn infult my revererd age, 

C Bear it, my ſon ; repreſs thy riſing rage. 

* If outrag d, ceaſe that outrage to repell, 

N Bear it my ſon, e thy brave beart rebell, 

ſt F# 


Telemachus 
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But the dark brow of filent ſorrow ſhook : 

While thus bis mother to her virgins ſpoke. 585 
On him and his may the bright God of day 
That baſe, inhoſpitable blow repay ! 

The nurſe replies: If Fove receives my pray'r, 
Not one ſurvives to breathe to-morrow's air. 

All, all are foes, and miſchief is their end; 590 
Asti nous moſt to gloomy death a friend; 

(Replies the Queen) the ſtranger begg'd their grace, 
And melting pity ſoften'd ev'ry face ;: 

From. ev'ry. other hand redreſs he found, 

But fell Antinous anſwer d with a wound. 595 
Amidſt her: maids thus ſpoke the prudent Queen, . 

Then bad Eumæus call the Pilgrim in, 

Much of th" experienc'd man I long to hear, 

If or his certain eye, or liſt ning ear 


Have learn d the fortunes of my wand' ring Lord? 600 


Thus ſhe, and good Exmeus took the word. 
A private audience if thy | grace impart, 
The ſtranger's words may eaſe the royal heart. 

His ſacred eloquence in balm diſtils, 


And the ſoothꝰd · heart with ſecret pleaſure fills 605 


Three days have ſpent their beams, three nights have run 
Their ſilent journey, ſince his tale begun, 


Telemachus ſtruggles againſt the yearnings of nature, and ſhews him- 
ſelf to be a maſter of his-paſions 3 he muſt therefore be thought to 
exert an act of wiſdom, not of inſenſibility. 

Unfiniſh'd 
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Upfiviſh'd yet, and yet I thirſt to hear! 

A; when ſome heav'n-taught Poet charms the ear, 
Suſpending ſorrow with celeſtial ſtrain 610 
Breath'd from the Gods to ſoften human pain) 

Time ſteals away with unregarded wing. 

And the ſoul hears him, tho' he ceaſe to ſing. 

His late he ſaw, on Cretan ground, m— 
(His father's gueſt) for Minos birth renown'd. 6rg 
He now but waits the wind, to waft him o'er 
With boundleſs treaſure, from Th-/þrotza's ſhore. 

Tol this the Queen, The wand'rer let me hear, 

While yon luxurious race indulge their cheer, | 
Devour the grazing ox and browzing goat, 620 
And turn my gen'rous vintage down their throat. 

For where's an arm, like thine Des! ſtrong, 

To curb wild riot and to puniſh wrong ? 


v. 615. — for Minos“ birth renown'd.) Diodorus Siculas 
thus writes of Mino: ©* He was the ſon of Jupiter and Europa, 


* who was fabled to be carried by a bull, (that is, in a ſhip called - 


« tlie bull, or that had the image of a bull carv'd upon its prow} 
into Crete: Here Minos reign'd, and built many Cities: he efta- 
A bliſh'd many laws among the Cretans; he alſo: provided a navy, by 
* which he ſubdued many of the adjacent Iſlands. The expreſſion 
in the Greek will bear a twofold ſenſe ; and implies either, where 
Minos was born, or where the deſcendants of Minos reign ; for Ida- 
* meneus, who govern'd Crete in the days of. Ulyſſes, was a deſcen- 
* dant of Minos, from his fon Deucalion. | 6 

Hemer mentions it as an honour to Crete, to have given Birth to 
ſo great a law-giver as Minos; and it is univerſally true, that every 
freat man is an honor to his country: Athens did not give reputa- 
uon to learn d men, bat learn d men to Athens. | 


She 
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She ſpoke. Telemarhus then ſneez'd aloud ; 
Conſtrain'd, his noſtril echo'd throꝰ the crowd. 625 
1 wy 


V. 624. 


Telemachus then ſneez'd and.] Euftathiui folly 
lains the nature of this omen; for ſneezing was reckon d omni. 
nous both by the Greeks and Romans, While Penelope utter'd thef 
words, Telemachus ſneezes ; Penelope ts the omen, and expect 
the words to be verify d. The original of the veneration paid to 
ſneening is this: The head is the moſt ſacred part of the body, the 
feat of thought and reaſon : now the ſneeze coming from the head, 
the Antients look'd upon it as a fign or omen, and believ'd it to be 
fent by iter; therefore they regarded it with a kind of adors 
tion: The Reader will have @ full idea of the nature of the omen 
of ſneezing here mention'd, from a fingular inſtance in lib. 3. of 
Tenopbon, in his expedition of Cyrus. Xenophon having ended a ſhort 
ſpeech to his ſoldiers with theſe words, vie. © We have many rea- 
« ſons to hope for preſervation ;** they were ſcarce utter'd, when a 
certain ſoldier ſneea d: the whole army took the omen, and at once 

paid adoration to the Gods; then Xenophon reſuming his diſcourk, 
| ed, „Since, my fellow-ſoldiers, at the mention of our pre- 
ic ſervation, Jupiter has ſent this omen, Cc. So that Xenepbor 
« fully explains Homer. ; | 


Sneezing was likewiſe Teckon'd ominous by the Romars. Thu 
Catullus, - 


Hot ut divit, Amor fuiſtra wt ante 
Thus alſo Propertius, 
Num tibi naſcenti primis, mea vita, diebus 
Aridus argutum flernuit omen amor. 


We find in all theſe inſtances that ſneezing was conſtantly receiv's 
as a good omen, or a ſign of approbation from the Gods. In thele 
ages we pay an idle ſuperſtition to ſmeezing, but it is ever look d 
upon as a omen, and we cry (od bleſs you, upon hearing it, 23 
the Greeks in later times ſaid (5% or Zev c We are told 
this cuſtom aroſe from a mortal diſtemper that affected the head, 
and threw the patient into convulſive ſneezings, that occaſion d h 


L will 
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The fmiling Queen the happy omen bleſt: 

„go may theſe impious fall, by fate oppreſt ! 

Then to Eumæus: Bring the ſtranger, fly! 

And if my queſtions meet a true reply, 

Grac'd with a decent robe he ſhall retire, 

A gift in ſeaſon which his wants require. 
Thus ſpoke Penelope. Eumæus flies 

In duteous haſte, and to Ces cries. 

The Queen invites thee, venerable gueſt ! 

A ſecret inſtinct moves her troubled breaſt 

Of her long abſent Lord from thee to gain 

Same light, and ſooth her ſoul's eternal pain. 

If true, if faithful thou, her grateful mind 

Of decent robes a preſent has defipn'd ; 

do finding favour in the royal eye, 

Thy other wants her ſubjects ſhall fopply. 


Fair truth alone {the patient man reply d) 
My words ſhall dictate, and my tips fhall guide. 


139 


630 


635 


640 


1 will only add from Eufathius, that Homer expreſſes the loudneſs 
of the ſneezing, to give a reaſon why Penelope heard it, ſhe being in 


an apartment at ſome diſtance from Telemachus. 


The ſneezing likewiſe gives us the reaſon why Penelope immedi- 
ately commands Eumæus to introduce the beggar into her preſence 
the omen gave her hopes to bear of Ulyſſes, the ſaw the beggar was 
a ſtranger, and a traveller, and therefore expected be might be able 


to give her ſome information. 


Tao 
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To him, to me, one common lot was giv'n, At e 
In equal woes, alas! involv'd by heav'n. 64; ye 
Much of his fates I know ; but check'd by fear V 
I ſtand : the hand of violence is here: His 
Here boundleſs wrongs, the ſtarry ſkies invade, For 
And injur'd ſuppliants ſeek in vain for aid. In a 
Let for a ſpace the penſive Queen attend, 650 1 


Nor claim my ſtory till the ſun deſcend ; 
Then in ſuch robes as ſuppliants may require, 
Compos'd and chearful by the genial fire, 
When loud uproar and lawleſs riot ceaſe, 
Shall her pleas'd ear receive my words in peace. 65; 
Swift to the'Queen returns the gentle ſwain : 
And, ſay, (ſhe cries) does fear, or ſhame, detain 
The cautious ſtranger? With the begging kind 
Shame ſuits but ill. Eumæus thus rejoin'd: 
He only aſks a more propitious hour, 660 
And ſhuns (who wou'd not?) wicked men in power; 


V. 644. To bim, to me, one common lot was giv' n, 
In equal xvoes, alas! involu'd by beav u.] 


Theſe words bear a double ſenſe; one applicable to the ſpeaker, the 
other. to the Reader: The Reader, who knows this beg ar to bs 
Ulyſſes, is pleas'd with" the conceal'd meaning, and hears with plea- 
ſure the 777 affirming that he is fully inſtructed in the misfor- 
tunes of Ulyſſes : But ſpeaking in the character of a beggar, he kocy3 
Eumpus in ignorance, who believes he is reciting the adventures of 3 c 


fiend, while he really gives his own Hiſtory. t 


At 


Il. 


45 


55 


60 
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At ev'ning mild (meet ſeaſon to confer) 
By turns to queſtion, and by turns to hear. 
Whoe'er this gueſt (the prudent Queen replies) 
His ev'ry ſtep and ev'ry thought is wiſe. 665 
For men like theſe on earth he ſhall not find, 
In all the miſcreant race of human kind. 
Thus ſhe. Fumweus all her words attends; 
And parting, to the Suitor pow'rs deſcends : 
There ſeeks Telemachus, and thus apart 670 
In whiſpers breathes the fondneſs of his heart. 
The time, my Lord, invites me to repair 
Hence to the lodge; my charge demands my care. 
Theſe ſons of murder thirſt thy life to take; 
O guard it, guard it, for thy ſervant's fake!) | 675 
Thanks to my friend, he cries ; but new the hour 
Of night draws on, go ſeek the rural bow'r : 
But firſt refreſh: and at the dawn of day 
Hither a viQtim to the Gods convey. 
Our life to heav'n's immortal pow'rs we truſt, 680 
daſe in their care, for heav'n protects the juſt. 


V. 676, — but now the hour of night drazos on ——] The Rea- 
der may look back to the beginning of the preceding book, for the 
explication of de Ie, here mention'd by Homer, 


This book does not fully comprehend the ſpace of one day: It be- 


zins with the morning, and ends before night, ſo that the time here 
mention'd by the Poet, is the evening of the thirty-niath day. 


Obſervant 


: - — —— EI; - — — 
_— ET * — I 
* mr ſl \ * = 
8 — * 
ts 8 F. b 
_ = 8 — SZ \ o a \ 
Cd a - =_ —_— = = 


f | HY ah 
n 9 
ö 1 


— we 
— 2 


—— — 


a 4 xl 
Re = > L 0 * — 
by Lo AT S * 


— — — — : — . —_ 
2 n —— ²˙ e 8 — CEE YT 
_ IE — ns Z - 
— kd - { 
1 225 


142 HOMER ODYSSEY. Book XVII 
Obſervant of his voice, Eumeu fate 

And fed recumbent on a chair of ſtate. 

Then inſtant roſe, and as he mov'd along 

Tas riot all amid the Suitor-throng, 685 
They feaſt, they dance, and raiſe the mirthful ſong, 
Till now declining tow'rd the cloſe of day, 

The ſun obliquely ſhot his dewy ray. 


THE 


EIGHTEENTH BOOK 


OP THE 


UD YT $I ET. 


The ARGUMENT. 
Tbe Fight of Ulyſſes and Irus. 


The, Beggar Irus infults Ulyſſes ; the Saitors promote the 
Quarrel, in which Irus is worſted, and miſcrab) 
handled. Penelope deſcends, and receives the Preſents 
of the Suitors, The Dialogue of Ulyſſes with Euryms- 
chus. S Tis hy 
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From feaſt to feaſt, inſatiate to deyour 


% 5 
He flew, attendant on the genial hour ; | 
When on his mother's knees a babe he lay, 
She nam'd Arne: on his natal day, 
28 3 25 | But 


every perſon to the character he is to reprefent, whether real or 
imaginary. - Would it not have been ridiculous to have repreſented 
him, while he was diſguiſed 'in the garb of a beggar, refuſing the 
combat, becauſe he knew himſelf to be a King? and would not 
ſuch a conduct have endangered a diſcovery ? Ought we not rather to 
4ook upon this Epiſode as an inſtance of the greatneſs of the calami- 
ties of Ulyſſes, who is reduced to ſuch uncommon extremities as to 
be ſet upon a level with the meaneſt of wretches ? 

V. 8. She nam d Arnzzus ————] It ſeems probable from this 
paſſage, that the mother gave the name to the child in the days of 
Homer; though perhaps not without the concurrence of the father: 
Thus in the ſcriptures it is ſaid of Leab, that ſbe bare a ſen and 
called bis name Reuben; and again, ſbe called bis name Simeon; and 
the ſame is frequently repeated both of Leah and Rachel. In the age 
of Ariflopbanes, the giving a name to the child ſeems to have been a 
divided prerogative between the father and mother: For in his 
Nip there is a diſpute between Strepſſades and his wife, concern- 
ing the name of their ſon: The wife was of noble birth, and would 
therefore give him a noble name ; the buſband was a plain villager, 
and was rather for a name that denoted frugality; but the woman 
not waving the leaſt branch of her prerogative, they compromiſed 
the affair, by giving the child a compounded name that implied both 
frugality and chivalry, derived from Heid to ſpare, and iT; an 
borſe; and the young Cavalier's name was Ph:dippides. Euftathiv: 
aſhrms, that antiently the mother named the child; and the Scholiaſt 
upon Ariftlophanes in avid. quotes a fragment from Euripides to this 
purpoſe a Play called gens. 3 


; LY ; * * 2 
TI ot ur is $otTH viννν αναe. 


1 
What cuas the name given on the temb day by the mother to the child? 
Darier tells us, that the name of Arnevs was prophetic dd Tu 


Aids, fromthe ſheep the glutton <vould devour when be came to manbves ; 
| but this is mere fancy, and it is no reaſon, becauſe he proved a glut- 
ton, that therefore the name fotetold it: one might rather think the 
fondneſs of the mother toward her infant, ſuggeſted a very different 


view; 


8 2 2. 


28 8 4 


Ill, 
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But [rs his aſſociates call'd the Boy, 
Prattis'd, the common meſſenger to fly, 10 
vu, a name expreſſive of th' employ. | 
From his own roof with meditated blows 
He ſtrove to drive the man of mighty woes, 
Hence dotard, hence ! and timely ſpeed thy way, 
Leſt dragg'd in vengeance, thou repent thy ſtay ; 15 
dee how with nods aſſent yon princely train! 
But honouring age, in mercy I refrain ; 
In peace away! leſt if perſuaſions fail, 
This arm with blows more eloquent prevail. 
To whom with ſtern regards: O inſolence, 29 
Indecently to rail without offence! 
What bounty gives, without a rival ſhare, 
| a, what harms not thee, to breathe this air; 
Alike on alms we both precarious live: 
And can't thou envy, when the great relieve ? 25 
Know from the bounteous heav'ns all riches flow, 
And what man gives, the Gods by man beſtow ; 


view : She gave the name according to her wiſhes, and flattered her ſelf 
that he would prove a very rich man, a man of many flocks and berds : 
and therefore ſhe called him Apa og: and this is the more probable, 
becauſe all riches originally conſiſted in flocks and herds. 

V. 11. Irus a name expreſſive of th* employ. | To underſtand this, 


we muſt have recourſe to the derivation of the word Irus; it comes 


from elo, which ſignifies nuncio; Irus was therefore ſo called, be- 
cauſe he was a public meſſenger ; and Iris bears that name, as the 
Part of the Gods ; "Ipes, a rat Ieeg, Ayſthog. 
e bins, : 
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Froud as thou art, henceforth no more be proud, 

Left T imprint my vengeance in thy blood ; 

Old as I am, ſhould once my fury burn, 30 

How would'ft thou fly, nor ev'n in thought return ? 
Mere woman-glutton { (thus the churl reply'd) 

A tongue ſo flippant, with a throat ſo wide! 

Why ceaſe I, Gods! to daſh thoſe teeth away, 

Like ſome vile ſwine's, that greedy of his prey 35 

Uproots the bearded corn? riſe, try the fight, 

Gird well thy loins, approach and feel my might: 


Sure 


To daſh thoſe teeth awoay, 
Like ſome wile Boar .] 


V. 34+ 


Theſe words refer to a cuſtom that prevailed, in former ages; it was 
allowed to ſtrike out the teeth of any beaſt which the owner found in 
his grounds: Euſtathius informs us, that this was a cuſtom or law 
among the people of Cyprus; but from what Homer here ſpeaks, it 


ſeems to have been a general practice; at leaſt it was in uſe amongſt 
the Itbacans. 


V. 37. Gird <oell thy Toins.] We may gather from hence the 
manner of the ſingle combat'; the champions fought naked, and 
only made uſe of a cincture round the loins out of decency. Homer 
directly affirms it, when es prepares for the fight. 


Then girding bis firong loins, the King prepares 

To cloſe in combat, and his body bares ; 

Broad ſpread bis ſhoulders, and bis nervous thighs 
By juſt degrees like well turn'd columns riſe ; 
Ample bis cheſt, bis arms are round and long, 
And each firong juin! Minerva knits more firong. 


Thus Diomed in the Iliad girds his friend Euryalus when he engages 
Epaus. 
1 Officious with the cinfure girds bim round. 
The 


1 co.. , 


zes 
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dure of defeat, before the Peers engage; 
Unequal fight! when youth contends with age ! 
Thus in a wordy war their tongues diſplay 40 
More fierce intents, preluding to the fray; 
Autinous hears, and in a jovaal vein, | 
Thus with loud laughter to the Suitor-train, 
This happy day in mirth, my friends employ, 
And lo! the Gods conſpire to crown our joy. W_Y 
See ready for the fight, and hand to hand, 
Yon ſurly mendicants contentious ſtand ; 
Why urge we not to blows? Well-pleas'd they ſpring - 
Swift from their ſeats, and thick'ning form a ring. 
To whom Antinous. Lo! enrich'd with blood, 50 


A kid's well fatted entrails (taſteful food J) 


On glowing embers lie; on him beſtow 

The choiceſt portion who ſubdues his foe; 

Grant him unrival'd in theſe walls to ſtay, 

The ſole attendant on the genial day. 55 
The Lords applaud : Ce then with art, | 

And fears well feign'd, diſguis'd his dauntleſs heart: 

Worn as I am with age, decay'd with woe, 

day is it baſeneſs, to decline the foe ? 


The ſpeeches here are ſhort, and the periods remarkably conciſe, 
ſuitable to the nature of anger. The Reader may conſult the Anno- 


tations on the zoth book, concerning the Goat's entrails mentioned 
by Antinous. \ . : | 


* 
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Hard conflict! when calamity and age bo 
With vigorous youth, unknown to cares, engage! 
Yet fearful of diſgrace, to try the day 
Imperious hunger bids, and I obey ; 
But ſwear, impartial arhiters of right, 
Swear, to ſtand neutral while we cope in fight. 65 
The Peers aſſent: when ſtrait his ſacred head 
Telemachus uprais'd, and ſternly ſaid. 
Stranger, if prompted to chaſtiſe the wrong 
Of this bold inſolent, confide, be ftrong ! 
Th' injurious Greek that dares attempt a blow, 70 
That inſtant makes Telemachus his foe; 
And theſe my friends “ ſhall guard the ſacred ties 
Of hoſpitality, for they are wiſe. 


* Antinous and Eurymachus. * 


V. 64. But fevear, impartial arbiters of right, 
Swear to fland neutral while wwe cope in fight.] 


This is a very neceſſary precaution : Ulyſſes had reaſon to apprehend 
that the Suitors would intereſt themſelves in the cauſe of Irvs, who 
was their daily attendant, rather than in that of a perſect firanger. 
Homer takes cares to point out the prudence of Ulyſſes upon every 
emergence: Beſides, he raiſes this fray between two beggars into 
ſome dignity, by requiring the ſanction of an oath to regulate the 
laws of the combat. It is the fame folemnity uſed in the 7::ad be- 
tween Paris and Menelaus, and repreſents theſe combatants engaging 
with the formality of two Heroes. | 


v. 72. And theſe my friend: all guard the facred ties 
of boſpitality, for they are wiſe. 


When Telemachus {peaks theſe words, he is to be ſuppoſed to turn to 
Eurymachus and Antingus, to whom he directs his diſcourſe, It = 


70 


6189 . 
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Then girding his ſtrong loins, the King prepares 
To cloſe in combat, and his body bares ; 75 
Broad ſpread his ſhoulders, and his nervous thighs 4 
By juſt degrees like well - turn d columns rife: | 
Ample his cheſt, his arms are round and long, 
And each ſtrong joint Minerva knits more ſtrong, 
{Attendant on her chief:) the Suitor-crowd $0 
With wonder gaze, and gazing ſpeak aloud ; . 
bus, alas! ſhall rus be no more, 
Black fate impends, and this th' avenging hour! 
Gods] how his nerves a matchleſs ſtrength proclaim: 
Swell o'er his well · ſtrung limbs, and brace his frame! 85 
Then pale with fears, and ſickning at the fight, 
They dragg'd th' unwilling Ius to the fight; 
From his blank viſage fled the coward blood, 
And his fleſh trembled as aghaſt he ſtood : 


be allowed that this is an artful piece of flattery in Telemachut, and 
he makes uſe of it to engage theſe two Princes, who were the chief 
of the Suitors, on his ſide. 

V. 82. Irus, alas ! ſhall Irus be no more. ] This is literally tranſ- 
lated: I confeſs I wiſh Homer had omitted theſe little colluſions of 
words : he ſports with "Ipo; &. It is a low conceit, alluding to 
the derivation of Irut, and means that he ſhall never more be a meſ- 
ſenger. The tranſlation, though it be verbal, yet is free from am- 
biguity, and the joke conceal'd in &ipog 3 this will be evident if we 
ſubſtitute another name in the place of Ius; we may ſay Achilles 
ſhall be no longer Achilles, without deſcending from the gravity of 
Epic Poetry, BO 


G4 O that 


# 
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O that ſuch baſeneſs ſhould diſgrace the light ! 

O hide it, death, in everlaſting night! 
MExclaims Antinons) can a vigorous foe 

Meanly decline to combat age and woe ? 

But hear me, wretch ! if recreant in the fray, 

That huge bufk yield this ill conteſted day, 

Iaſtant hou fail'ſt, to Echerus refign'd, 

A 4yrant, fierceſt of the tyrant kind, 


99 


93 


Who 


V. 90. O! that ſuch baſeneſs ſhould diſgrace the light ! 
0b hide it, death, &c.] 
EuRathivs gives us an inſtance of the deep penetration of ſome Critics, 
in their comments upon theſe words; they have found in them the 


Philoſophy of Pythagoras, and the tran{migration-of Souls. The vere 
ſtands thus in Homer, 


No- pats aur eing BG, ports 7. 


which they imagine is to be under ſſood after this manner; I wiþ 
thou hadſt never been born] and may f thou never exiſt again, or have a 
ſecond being ! To recite ſuch an abſurdity, is to refute it. The verſe 
when literally rendered bears this import; I wiſh thou wwert now dead, 
ar hadſt never been born! an imprecation very natural to perſons in 
anger, who ſeldom give themlelves time to ſpeak with profound 
alluGons to Philoſophy. | 


V. 96. Inflant theu ſail fl, to Echetus rn d. 
W A rant, fierceft of the tyran: kind.] 
The tradition concerning Ecbetus ſtands thus: he was King of Epirus, 


the ſon of Euchenor and Phlogea ; he had a daughter called Metope, or 
as others affirm Amphiſ/a ; ſhe being corrupted by Achmodicus, Eche- 


tus put out her eyes, and condemned her to grind pieces of iron made 


ia the reſemblance of corn; and told her ſhe ſhould recover her fight 
when ſhe had ground the iron into flour. He invited Aichmodicus to 
an entertainment, and cut of the extremities from all parts of his 
body, and caſt them to the dogs; at length being ſeized with = 
ne 


* 
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Who caſts thy mangled ears and noſe a prey 
To hungry dogs, and lops the man away. 
While with indignant ſcorn he ſternly ſpoke, 100 
In ev'ry joint the trembling, /rus ſhook ; 
Now front to front each frowning champion ſlands, 
And poiſes high in air his adverſe hands.. + 
The Chief yet doubts, or to the ſhades below 
To fell the Giant at one vengeful blow, 195 
Or ſave his life; and ſoon his life to ſave 
The King reſolves, for mercy ſways the brave. 
That inſtant rus his huge arm extends, 
Full on the ſhoulder the rude weight deſcends ; | 
The ſage LAH, fearful to diſcloſe _ | 110 
The Hero latent in the man of woes, | 
Check'd half his might; yet riſing to the ſtroke, 
His jaw bone daſh'd ; the craſhing jaw bone broke: 


neſs, he fed upon his own fleſh, and dy'd. This Hiſtory is con» 
frm'd, lib, 4. of Apollonius, 


TS Exe ög YA 77 xa x lic 
Iss. gvyανο e ing Sober. & xdępera ro, 
Orpvaly Tr X&Nxov aATpUaoaX KAN. 


I wonder how this laſt quotation eſcap*d the diligence of Caſlatbius. 
Dacier affirms, that no mention is made of Ecbetus by any of the 
Greek Hiſtorians, and therefore ſhe has recourſe to another tradition, 
preſerved by Euyflathius, who tells us, that Frhetus was contemporary 
with Homer, that the Poet had been ill uſed by him, and therefore 


took. this revenge for his inhumanity. 


G 5 Down 
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| Down drop'd he ſtupid from the ſtunning wound, 


Our 

His feet extended, quivering beat the ground, 115 Fro 
His mouth and noſtrils fpout a purple flood, Toff 
His teeth all ſhatter'd ruſh immix'd with blood. To 
The Peers tranſported, as ontſiretch'd he lies, 6 
With burſts of laughter rend the vaulted fries : A 


Then dragg'd along, all bleeding from the wound, 120 I. 
His length of carcaſs trailing prints the ground; 45 
Rais'd on his feet, again he reels, he falls, 

Till propp'd reclining on the palace walls; 
Then to his hand a ſtaff the victor gave, 
And thus with juſt reproach addreſs'd the flave. 225 

There terrible, affright the dogs, and reign 
A dreaded tyrant o'er the beſtial train? - 

But mercy to the poor and ſtranger ſhow, 
Leſt heav'n in vengeance ſend ſome mightier woe. 

Scornful he ſpoke, and o'er his ſhoulder flung 130 
The broad patch'd ferip ; the ſcrip in tatters hung 
Ill join'd, and knotted to a twilted thong. 

Then turning ſhort diſdain's a further ſtay, 

But to the palace meaſur'd back the way. | 
There as he reſted, gathering in a zing 135 
The Peers with ſmiles addreſt there unknown King: 

Stranger, may Jove and all th' aereal pow'rs, 
Wich ev'ry bleſſing crown thy happy hours? 


Its 


25 


35 


never was a finer lectute of Morality read in any of the ſchools of 


Boox XVIII. HOME R's ODYSSEY. 


Our freedom to thy proweſs'd arm we owe 
From bold intruſion of thy coward foe ; 140 
Inſtant the flying ſail the ſlave ſhall wing 
To Echetus, the monſter of a King. 
While pleas'd he hears,. Antinous bears the food, 
A kid's well fatted entrails, rich with blood: 
The bread from caniſters of ſhining mold 145 
Amphinomus; and wines that laugh in gold, 
And oh! (he mildly cries) may heaven diſplay 
A beam of glory o'er thy future day 
Alas the brave too oft is doom'd to bear 
The gripes of poverty, and ſtings of care. 150 
To whom with thought mature the King replies: 
The tongue ſpeaks wiſely, when the ſoul is wiſe ; 
Such was thy father'! in imperial ſtate, 
Great without vice, that oft attends the great: 
Nor from the fire art thou the ſor declin'd ;: 155 
Then hear my words, and grave them in thy mind! 
Of 


V. 140. From bold intruſion of thy coward ſoe.] The word in the 
Greek is &y&ATov. vage G ννοο is 4 voracious appetite, a flo 
mach that nothing can ſatisfy : Heſychius thus explains it: @vaMTov 


dau, THT ig ir, 1 aThigurY Tae Thy ali. But 


there is undoubtedly an error in Heſychius ; inſtead of ixavw we 


ſhould read teh, that is meager, or a fomach. that appears always 
wnfll'd. The general moral that we are to gather from the beha- 


. vieur of Ulyſſes and Irus, is that inſolence and boaſting are ſigns of 


cowardice. 


V. 156. Than bear my wordt, and grave them in my mind] There 
the 
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Of all that breathes or groveling creeps on earth, 

Moſt vain is Man! calamitous by birth; 

To. day with pow'r elate, in firength he blooms ; 

The haughty creature on that pow'r preſumes: 1560 
Anon from heav'n a ſad reverſe he feels; 


Untaught to bear, gainſt heaven the wretch rebels, 
For man is changeful as his bliſs or woe, 


Too high when proſp'rous, when diſtreſt too low. 
There 


the Philoſophers, than this which Ulyſſes delivers to Amphinemu; 
he uſhers it in with great ſolemnity, and ſpeaks to all mankind in 
the perſon of Amphinomus. It is quoted by a variety of Authors; 
Pliny in his Preface to his natural Hiſtory, Jb. 7. has wrote a diſſer- 
tation on this ſentence, 


of all that breathes or grow ling creeps on earth 
Moſt vain is Man, &c. 


Ariflotle and Maximus Tyr ius quote it; and Plutarch twice refers to 
it. Homer conſiders Man both with reſpe& to the errors of the 
mind, and the calamities incident to the body; and upon a review 
of all mortal creatures, he attributes to man the unhappy ſuperiority 
in miſerjies. But indeed Hemer is ſo plain that he needs no interpie- 
tation, and any words but his own muſt diſgrace him. Befides, this 
ſpeech 1s beautiful in another view, and excellently ſets forth the 
forgiving temper of Ulyſſes: He ſaw that all the ſparks of virtue and 
humanity were not extinguiſhed in Amphinomus ; he therefore warns 
him with great ſolemnity to forſake the Suitors; he imprints con- 
viction upon his mind, tho' ineffectually, and ſhews by it that when 
he falls by the hand of Ulyſſes in the ſucceeding parts of the Odyſſty, 
his death is not a revenge but a puniſhment. | 
V. 163. Fer man is changeful as bis bliſs or wv0e.] Moſt of the in- 
terpreters have greatly miſrepreſented theſe words, 


Tojog yag ve I ie ab gd rn 

Oles ir ag doi. 
They thus tranſlate it, talis mens bominum, qualem d:us he i or, 
« Such is the mind of man, as Heay'n inſpires:“ but this is @ 


error, 


6 oo - ww 
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There was a day, when with the ſcornful Great 165 
1 ſwell'd in pomp and arrogance of ſtate; 
Proud of the pow'r that to high birth belongs; 
bo And us'd that pow'r to juſtify my wrongs. 
Then let not man be proud: but firm of mind, 
Bear the beſt humbly, and the worſt reſign d; 170 
Be dumb when heav'n afflicts ! _ unlike yon train 
Of haughty ſpoilers, inſolently vain ; 
8 Who make their Queen and all her wealth a prey: 
But Vengeance and Uly/es wing their way. 
in O may'ſt thou, favour'd by ſome guardian pow'r, 15 
„ba, far be diſtant in that deathful hour! 
For ſure I am, if ſtern Uly/zs breathe, 
Theſe lawleſs riots end in blood and death. 
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he error, for 03oy cannot refer to 995, but to 1482, and the ſentence- 
. is thus to be render d, Talis mens bomi num, qualem diem deus inducit; 
ty that is, © The mind 'of man changes with the complexion of the 
e· « day, as heav'n ſends happineſs or miſery ; or as in the tranſla- 
Il tion 

be = | | 

1d For man is changeful as bis bliſs or woe, | 

< Too bigh when proſp'rous, when difireſs'd too low, 

- The Reader will be convinc'd that the conſtruction requires this 
5 ſenſe, by joining the prepoſition with the verb, #73 with dyn, 
1. and rendring it, 0iov de £T&y17% 3 nothing being more frequent 


than ſuch a diviſion of the prepoſition from the verb amongſt the 
Greeks, It muſt be allow'd, that Homer gives a very unhappy, yet 
too juſt a pictute, of human nature: Man is too apt to be proud. 
and inſolent in proſperity, and mean and abje& in adverſity ; and 
thoſe men who are moſt overbearing in an happy en are always 
nnn affliction, 


T, 


7 = 
171 - 4 N 
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Then to the Gods the roſy juice he pours, 

And the drainꝰd goblet to-the Chief reſtores. 180 

tung to tne ſoul, o ercaſt with holy dread, 

He ſhook. the graceful honours of his head; 

His boding mind the future woe foreſtalls, 

En vain) by great Telemachus he falls, 

For Pallas ſeals his doom: Al fad he turns 

To join the Peers, reſumes his throne, and mourns. 
Mean-while Minerda with inſtinctive fires 

Thy ſoul;. Penelope, from heav'n inſpires ;; 

Wich flatt'ring hopes the Suitors to betray, 

And ſeem to meet, yet fly, the bridal day, 190 

Thy huſband's wonder, and thy ſon's, to raiſe, 

And crown the mother and the wife with praiſe: 


185 


Then, 


V. 189. With flattering hopes the Fuitors to betray, J. The Greet is 
very. conciſe, and the expreſſion uncommon, ww; T7 #054 S 
pro ng that is Penelope thus acted that the might dilate the beart 
of the Suitort:; meaning (as Euſtatbius obſerves) that ſhe might give 
them falſe hopes by appearing. in their company; for: the heart 
fhrinks and is contracted by forrow and ir, and is again dilated 
by hope or joy: This is 1 believe literally true, the ſpirits flow 
ukly when we are in joy, — 4 is given to the blood, 
which neceſſarily muſt ditate the heart: On the contrary, when we 
are in ſorrow the ſpirits are languid, and the blood moves leſs active- 
Iv; and therefore the heart ſhrinks and contracts, the blood wanting 
igoar to dilate and it, 4a 1 This 
V. 192. buſhand*s wonder, - ſon's t raiſe, ]; This it 
folely the a Minerva, for Penelope 22 that bs is to ap- 
pear before her huſband. This interview. is-excellently managed by 


- Homer : Ulyſſes is o be convinced of his wife's fidelity ;: to bring this 


about, be introduces her upon the public tage, where her huſband 
ſtands as a common unconcerned ſpectator, and hears- her expreſs her 


love ſor him in the warmeſt terms; here is po room for art or de- 


ſign, 
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Then, while the fireaming forrow dims her eyes, 
Thus with a tranftent ſmile the matron cries. 
Eurynome ! to go where riot reigns | 195 
| feel an impulſe, tho” my ſoul diſdains; 
To my lov'd fon the fnares of death to ſhow, 
And in the traytor friend unmaſk the foe; 


ben, becauſe ſhe is ignorant that ſhe: ſpeaſs before U7y/ſis 5 and 
therefore her words muſt be ſuppos'd to proceed. from the heart. 
This gives us a reaſon why Homer makes her dwell at large upon her 
paſſion for Ulyſſes, and paint it in the ſtrongeſt colours, wiz. to evi- 
dence her chaſtity, and urge Ulyſſes to haſten the: deſtruftion of the 
Suitors, by convincing him that the is able no longer to delude the 
marriage hour. But then it may be objected, if Penelope s ſole de- 
ien was to give a falſe hope to the Suitors, does ſhe not take a very: 
wrong method, by ſpeaking ſo very. tenderly of Ulyſſes ? is not this. 
2 more probable reaſon. for deſpair, than hope? it is true, it would: 
have been ſo, if in the concluſion of her ſpeech ſhe had not artfully: 
added, | 


But when my ſon growi man; the royal ſway. 
Reſign, and bappy be thy bridal day !' | 


o chat Telemachus being now. grown up to maturity, the-Suitors con- 
cluded. that the nuprial hour was at hand. If then we conſider the 
whole conduct of Penelope in this book, it muſt be allow'd to be 
very reſin d and artful.; ſhe obſerves a due regard towards Myſſes, by. 
ſhewing ſhe is not to be perſuaded to marry.; and yet by ſame- 
words. the- gives the Suitors hopes that the day is almoſt come when 
ke intends to celebrate her nuptials z ſhe manages ſo dextrouſly, as 
to perſuade without a promiſe ; and for this reaſon the words are-put 
into the mouth of Uiyſ/e, and it is Ulyſſes who gives the hopes, ra- 
ther than Penelope. | 


V. 193. Then, while the fireaming ſorrow dims her eyes, 
| Thus with a tranſient ſmile the matron cries.] 
Homer gives us @ very beautiful and juſt image in theſe words, 
In the Iliad he uſed a ſimilar expreſſion concerning Andromache, 
euor Yihatomon; 4 fmile chaſtird with tears. Axęi dos g* 
37agow here bears the fame import, Who 


> 
— * 
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Who ſmooth. of tongue, in purpoſe inſincere, 
Hides fraud in ſmiles, while death is ambuſh'd there. 200 
Go warn thy ſon, nor be the warning vain, 
(Reply'd the ſageſt of the royal train) 
But bath'd, anointed, and adorn'd deſcend ; 
Pow'rful of charms, bid ev'ry grace attend; 
The tyde of flowing tears a-while ſuppreſs ; 205 
Tears but indulge the ſorrow, not repreſs. 
Some joy remains: To thee a ſon is giv'n, 
Such as in fondneſs parents aſk of heav'n. 
Ah me! forbear, returns the Queen, forbear, 
Oh! talk not, talk not of vain beauty's care 218 
No more I bathe, fince he no longer ſees 
Thoſe charms, for whom alone I wiſh to pleaſe. 


To thee a for is giv'n, 
Such as in fondneſs parents aft of beav' n.] 


T am not certain that this is the exact ſenſe of Homer; Dacier un» 
derſtands him very differently. Exrynem? (obſerves that Author) is 
not endeavouring to comfort Penelope becauſe her ſon is now come to 
| of maturity; her purpoſe is, to ſhew the neceſſity ſhe has to 
— to art, to aſſiſt her beauty: For (adds ſhe) your ſon is 
grown a man; meaning that a Lady who has a ſon twenty years old, 
muſt have loſt her natural beauty, and has occaſion to be obliged to 
art to give her an artificial one. This I confeſs is too true, but it 
ſeems a little too ludicrous for Epic Poetry; I have follow'd a diffe- 


rent ſenſe, that gives us a far nobler image ; conformable to that. 
verſe of Horace, rv 


Quid woveat dulct nutricula najul alumno, 
Qam ſapere, Se. 


This agrees with the nous of- Enel a's ſpeech | * a founda- 
tian of great comfort to Penelope, A 


V. 207. 


Tie 


e 


00 
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The day that bore Ces from this coaſt, 

Blaſted the little bloom theſe cheeks could boaſt. 

But inſtant bid Autonee deſcend, 215 
[nſtant Hippodams our ſteps attend ; | 

Ill ſuits it, female virtue to be ſeen 

Alone, indecent, in the walks of men, 

Then while Exrynome the mandate bears, 

From heav'n Minerva ſhoots with guardian cares; 240 
O'er all her ſenſes, as the couch ſhe preſt, 

She pours a pleaſing, deep, and death like reſt, 

With ev'ry beauty ev'ry feature arms, 

Bids her cheeks glow, and lights up all her charms, 

In her love-darting eyes awakes the fires, 225 
Immortal gifts! to kindle ſoft Defires) 

From limb to limb an air majeſtic ſheds, 

And the pure ivory o'er her boſom ſpreads. 

Such Venus ſhines, when with a meaſur'd bound 

dhe ſmoothly gliding ſwims th' harmonious round, 230 
When with the graces in the dance ſhe moves, 

And fires the gazing Gods with ardent loves. 


V. 221. Oer all ber ſenſes, as the couch fhe preſt, 
' She pours a pleaſing, deep, and death-like ref, ] 


This is an a&mirable ſtroke of art, to ſhew the determin'd reſolution 
of Penelope, to forbear the endeavour of making her perſon agree- 
able in any eyes but thoſe of Ulyſſes: A Goddeſs is obliged to caſt 
ber into an involuntary repoſe, and to ſupply an adventitious grace 
while ſhe lleeps, 2 | 


Then 
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Then to the ſkies her flight Minerva bends, 
And to the Queen the damſel train deſcends: 
Wak'd at their ſteps, her flowing eyes uncloſe ; 235 
The tear ſhe wipes, and thus renews her woes. 
Howe er tis well! that ſleep a- while can free 
With ſoft forgetfulneſs, a wretch like me; 
Oh! were it giv'n to yield this tranſient breath, 
Send, oh! Diana, ſend the fleep of death! 249 
Why muft I waſte a tedious life in tears, 
Nor bury in the filent grave my cares? 
O my Uly/es ! ever honour'd name ! 
For thee I mourn till death diflolves my frame. 
Thus wailing,” flow and fadly ſhe deſcends, 245 
On either hand a damſel train attends : 
Full where the dome its ſhining valves expands, 
Radiant before the gazing Peers ſhe lands ; 


V. 233. Then to the flies ber eb Minerva bends.] We ſee Pen- 
Epe is a woman of ſo much wiſdom, as to be the favourite of Mi- 
werva. She acts in every point with the higheſt diſcretion, and is 
inconſolable for her huſband ; yet the Poet forbears to let her into 
the ſecret that Ulyſſes is return d: This is undoubtedly an intended 
fatyr, and Homer means, that a woman in every point diſcreet, i 
Kill to be ſuſpected of loquacity : This ſeems to have been the real 
G0. of Homer, which he more fully declares in the eleventh 
99. 


When earneſt ta explore thy ſecret breaſt, 
Unfold ſome trifle, but conceal the reſt; 

For fince of womankind ſo few are juſt, 
Think all are falſe, nor cv'n the faithful truſt. 


A vail 
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A yail tranſlucent o'er her brow diſplay d, 
Her beauty ſeems, and only ſeems, to ſhade: 250 
Sudden ſhe lightens in their dazled eyes, 
And ſudden flames in ev'ry boſom rife ; 
They ſend their eager ſouls with ev'ry look, 
Till fence thus th' imperial matron broke; 
O why ! my ſon, why now no more appears 255 
249 That warmth of foul that urg'd thy younger years? 
Thy riper days no growing worth impart, 
A man in ſtature, ftill a boy in heart! 
Thy well-knic frame unprofitably ſtrong, 
Speaks thee an Hero from an Hero ſprung: 260 
45 But the juſt Gods in vain thoſe gifts beſtow, 
O wiſe alone in form, and brave in ſhow !- 
Heav'n's ! could a ſtranger feel oppreſſion's hand 
Beneath thy roof, and could'ſt thou tamely ſtand ? 


235 
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If thou the ſtranger's righteous cauſe decline, 265 | 
ne WY His is the fufF"rance, but the ſhame is thine. | 
an To whom with filial awe, the Prince returns: ©; 
% That gen'rous ſoul with juſt reſentment burns, 

Ver taught by time, my heart has learn'd to glow, 
"ih WW For others good, and melt at others woe: 270 


Put impotent theſe riots to repel, 

I bear their outrage, tho' my ſoul rebel: 
Helpleſs amid the ſnares of death I tread, 

And numbers leagu'd in impious union dread : 
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Act of reſentment. 
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But now no crime is theirs: this wrong proceeds 27; 
From Jus, and the guilty us bleeds. 
O would to 7ove ! or her whoſe arms diſplay 
The ſhield of Jowe, or him who rules the day ! 
That yon proud Suitors, who licentious tread 
Theſe courts, within theſe courts like Ius bled : 280 
Whoſe looſe head tottering as with wine oppreſt, 
Obliquelx drops, and nodding knocks his breaſt ; 
Pow'rleſs to move, his ſtagg' ring feet deny 
The coward wretch the privilege to fly. 

Then to the Queen Eurymachus replies; 285 
O juſtly lov'd, and not more fair than wiſe 
Should Greece thro' all her hundred ſtates ſurvey 
Thy finiſh'd charms, all Greece would own thy ſway, 

| | | Is 


VV. 278. — thrs erung Proceed 
< ' From Irus, and the guilty Irus bleeds.) 


Euftathius informs us, that we are here to underſtand the fray be- 
tween Irus and Ulyſſes. Penelope refers to the violence intended to be 
offer d to Ulyſſes, when the footſtool was thrown at him by Anti- 
nous ; we find that ſhe was acquainted with that aſſault from ber 
ſpeech in the preceding book. In reality, the Queen was ignorant 
of the combat between ur and Ulyſſes; but Telemachns miſunder- 
ſtands her with defign, and makes an Apology for the Suitors, fear- 
ing to raiſe a further diſorder, 'or provoke them to ſome more violent 


V. 288. —— all Greece would own thy ſway, &c.] Homer ex- 
preſſes Greece by "Iago Agyeg n Argos, The word properly 
= Euſtathius obſerves) denotes 3 or Peloponneſus, ſo call d 

om 1zſus the ſon of Argus and To King of that Country; Strabo 
agrees with Euftathius. Chapman wonderfully miſtakes Homer, and 

explains his own miſtake in a paraphraſe of fix lines, 
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ja rival crouds conteſt the glorious prize, | 
Diſpeopling realms to gaze upon thy eyes: 
O woman! lovelieft of the lovely kind, 
In body perfect, and compleat in mind! 

Ah me! returns the Queen, when from this ſhore 
Uly/es ſail'd, then beauty was no more! 
The Gods decreed theſe eyes no more ſhould keep 295 
Their wonted grace, but only ſerve to weep. | 
Should he return, whate'er my beauties prove, 
My virtues laſt ; my brighteſt charm is love. 
Now, Grief, thou all art mine ! the Gods o'ercaſt 
My ſoul with woes, that long, ah long muſt laſt! 30o 
Too faithfully my heart retains the day 
That ſadly tore my royal Lord away : 
He graſp'd my hand, and oh my ſpouſe! I leave 


Thy arms, (he cry'd) perhaps to find a Grave; 


Moft wiſe Icarius* daughter, if all thoſe 

That did for Colchos vent reus ſail diſpoſe, 

For that rich purchaſe; bad before but ſeen 

Earth's richer prize, in th" Ithacenfian Queen, 

They had not made that voyage; but to you 81! 
Would all their wirtues, all their beings wow. Lt 


I need not ſay how foreign this is to the original, In reality Are 
zt with different epithets, fignifies different countries; Axaize 
"Agyoc means Theſſaly, and Ice " Agyo; Peleponneſus z but here 
n denotes Greece univerſally; for it would appear abſurd to tell Pene- 
455 that all the Morea would admire her beauty, this would leſſen 
the compliment; nor is any reaſon to be aſſigned why Peloponneſus 
ſhould admire her more than the reſt of the Greeks, 


| Fame 
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Fame ſpeaks the Trajans bold ; they boaſt the fill hog 
To give the feather'd arrow wings to kill, | 
To dart the ſpear, and guide the ryſhing car 
With dreadful inroad thro' the walks of war. 
My ſentence is gone forth, and tis decreed 
Perhaps by righteous heav'n that I muſt bleed ! 310 
My father, mother, all, I truſt to thee; 
To them, to them transfer the love of me: 
But when my ſon grows man, the royal ſway 
Reſign, and happy be thy bridal day ! 

| f Such 


V. 313. But when my ſon grows man, the royal ſevay 
Refign, and bappy be thy bridal day] 


The original ſays, regen the Palace to Telemachus : this is ſpoken 
according to the cuſtoms of Antiquity: The wife, upon her ſecond 
marriage, being obliged to reſign the houſe to the heir of the family, 
This circumſtance is inſerted with great judgment: the Suitors were 
determin'd to ſeize it upon marriage with Penelope, as appears from 


What mighty labours would be then create, 
To ſeize bis treaſures, and divide bis ſlate, 
The royal Palace to the Queen convey, 

Or bim foe bleſſes in the bridal day ? 


Penelope therefore by this declaration gives the Suitors to underſtand, 
that the Palace belong'd not to her, but Telemachus. This aflertion 
bas a double effect; it is intended to make the Suitors leſs warm in 
their addreſſes; or if they perſiſt, to ſet the injuſtice done to Telema- 
chus in open view. The beauty of all the ſpeeches of Penelope in 
this book is ſo obvious that it needs no explanation; Homer gives het 
a very amiable character, ſhe is good in every relation of lite, mer- 
ciful to the poor and ſtranger, a tender mother, and an affectionate 
wife; every period is almoſt a lecture of morality, 
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Such were his words; and Hymen now prepares 315 
To light his torch, and give me up to cares; 

Th' afflictive hand of wrathful Joe to bear: 

A wretch the molt compleat that breathes the air! 

Fall'n ev'n below the rights to woman due 

Careleſs to pleaſe, with inſolence ye wooe ! 320 


The gen'rous lovers, ſtudious to ſucceed, 
Bid their whole herds and flocks in banquets bleed ; 
By precious gifts the vow ſincere diſplay : 
You, only you, make her ye love your prey. 
Well 


My father, mother, all, I truſt to thee ; 
To them, to them transfer the love of me. 


This ſhews the duty of the child to the parent; it may be extended 
to all perſons to whom we owe any duty; and humanity requires 
that we ſhould endeavour to eaſe the burden of our friends in pro- 
portion to their calamities; we ſhould at all times conſult their hap- 
pineſs, but chiefly in the hour of adverſity, A friend ſhould be g 
ſupport to lean upon in all our infirmities, | 


V. 323. By precious gifts the vow ſincere diſplay : 
Te, only you, make ber ye love your prey.] 
Ha ace, lib. 2. Stat. 5 makes a very ſevere reflection upon Penelope, 
and in her perſon (I ſay not how juſtly) upon the whole ſex; be 
gives the avarice of the Suitors as the ſole reaſon of Penelope's cha- 


ſtity; and inſinuates that women would fell their virtue, if men 
would be at the expence to buy, | 


Venit enim magnum donandi parca juventus, 
Nec tantum Veneris, quantum ftudioſa culinæ. 


Sic tibi Penelope frugi eſt: Quæ fi ſemel uno 
De ſene guſtarit, tecum partita lucellum ; 
U: canis a corio nunquam abſfterrebitur uno, 


Horace 
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Well pleasd Uly/es hears his Queen deceive 
The Suitor-train, and raiſe a thirſt to give: 


325 
Falſe 


Horace had this paſſage in view, and imputes the coldneſs of Pene/;g, 
to a want of generofity in her admirers. Diodorus aſſures us, that 
Fenus had a Temple in Egypt dedicated to her under the title of 
pve "APpedirn ; or golden Venus; and it is ber uſual epithet 
throughout all Homer. ear Memphis there was an allotment of 
ground calld tbe field of golden Venus: but it ought not to be con- 
ceal'd, that ſome perſons believe ſhe bears that name from the gol. 
den colour of her hair. Horace, to give his ſatyr the greater ſtrength, 


puts the words into the mouth of the prophet Tire/ias, a perſon of 
unerring veracity, | | 


V. 325. Well-pleas'd Ulyſſes hears bis Queen deceive 
The Suitor-train, and raiſe a thirſt to give.] 


This conduct may appear ſomewhat extraordinary both in Perel:p: 
and Ulyſſes ; ſhe not only takes, but aſks preſents from perſons whom 
ſhe never intends to marry: Is not this a ſign either of avarice or 
falſhood? and is not Ulyſſes equally guilty, who rejoices at it? But 
in reality, Penelope is no way faulty ; ſhe deceives the Suitors with 
hopes of marriage by accepting theſe preſents, but it is for this ſole 
reaſon that ſhe accepts them; ſhe intends to give them falſe hopes, 
and by that method to defer the nuptial hour: It is not injuſtice, 
but an equitable repriſal; they had violently waſted her treaſures, 
and ſhe artfully recovers part of them by a piece of refin'd manage- 
ment. Dacier defends her after another method: ſhe believes that 
Penelope thus acts, not out of intereſt but honour, it was a diſgrace 
to ſo great a Princeſs to have ſo many admirers, and never to receive 
from their hands fuch preſents as .cuſtom not only allows, but com- 
mands; neither is Ulyſſes blameable, who rejoices at his wife's po- 
licy. He underſtood her intent, and being artful himſelf, ſmiles to 

ſee her. artſulneſs. 
Plutarch in his treatiſe of reading Poems, vindicates Ulyſſes very 
much in the ſame way: If (ſays that Author) Ulyſſes rejoiced at 
Penelope's art in drawing preſents from the Suitors out of avarice, he 
diſcovers himſelf to be a ſordid proſtitutor of his wife; but if thro 
a wiſe forefight he hop*d by her acceptance of the preſents, to get 
the Suitors more into his power, by lulling them into ſecurity, and 
laying all their ſuſpicions aſleep, thro' a ſudden proſpect of marriage; 
if this occaſion'd his joy, this joy ariſing from her artful manage- 
ment, and from a full confidence in his wife, is no ways 1 
| i 
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Falſe hopes ſhe kindles, but thoſe hopes betray, 
And promiſe, yet-elude the bridal day. 
While yet ſhe ſpeaks, the gay Antinous cries, 
Offspring of Kings, and more than woman wile ! 330 
'Tis right ; 'tis man's prerogative to give, 
And cuſtom bids thee without ſhame receive ; 
Yet never, never, from thy dome we move, 
Till Hymen lights the torch of ſpouſal love. 
The Peers diſpatch their heralds to convey 335 
The gifts of love; with ſpeed they take the way. 
A robe Antinous gives of ſhining dyes, 
The varying hues in gay confuſion riſe 
Rich from the artiſt's hand ! twelve claſps of gold 
Cloſe to the leſs'ning waiſt the veſt infold ; 340 


but proceeds from a ſufficient and laudable cauſe. In ſhort, the 
Suitors were enemies, and nothing could be practis'd diſhonourably 


againſt them, that either Ulyſſes or Penelope could act conſiſtently 
with their own honour. 


V. 327. Falſe bopes ſhe kindles] It is certain that the words in the 
Greek will bear a double conſtruction, and 9iys Jupuer prinxicts 


rT:107 may refer either to Penelope or Ulyſſes. Euftathius thinks 
they are ſpoken of Ulyſſes; then the meaning is, that Ulyſſes com- 
forted himſelf with her amuſing words, while be form'd a defign 
very different from what her words expreſſed; but Dacier refers them 


to Penelope, perhaps with better reaſon: diy depends upon S 


in the preceding line, and by thus underſtanding it the conſtruction 
becomes eaſy and natural: and the ſentence means, that Penelepe 3 
words flattered the Suitors into hopes of marriage, while her thoughts 
were very diftant from complying with their inclinations: This in- 
terpretation beſt agrees with the general deſign of Penelope, which 
was to act an artful part, and neither comply, nor abſolutely refuſe 
their addreſſes. 
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Down from the ſwelling loins, the veſt unbound 

Floats in bright waves redundant o'er the ground. 

A bracelet rich with gold, with amber gay, 

'That ſhot effulgence like the ſolar ray, 

Eurymachus preſents : and ear-rings bright, 245 

With triple ſtars, that caſt a trembling light. 

Piſander bears a necklace wrought with art; 

And ev'ry Peer, expreſſive of his heart, 

A gift beſtows: This done, the Queen aſcends, 

And flow behind her damſel train attends. 350 
Then to the dance they form the vocal train, 

Till Heſperus leads forth the ſtarry train; 

And now he raiſes, as the day-light fades, 

His golden circlet in the deep'ning ſhades: 

Three vaſes heap'd with copious fires diſplay 

Oer all the palace a fictitious day; 


V. 355. Three vaſes beap d with copious fires diſplay 
O'er all the Palace a fictitious day.] 


The word in the Greek is Xa, or a vaſe which was plac'd up- 
on a tripod, upon which the Antients burnt dry and oftentimes odo- 
xiferous wood, to give at once both perfume and light, Euftathius 
explains it by XvTpoT25, or a veſſel rais'd on ſeet in the nature of 
an hearth. Heſychius explains Azpumlne, an hearth placed in the 
middle of the houſe or hall, on which they burnt dry wo d with in- 
termingled torches to enlighten it. It is ſtrange that there is no 
mention of lamps, but only torches, in Homer; undoubtedly lamps 
were not yet in uſe in Greece, although much earlier found out by 
the Hebrews: Thus Exod. v. 6. oil is mention'd, and injoin'd to 
be uſed in giving light to the ſanctuary. 
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From ſpace to ſpace the torch wide beaming burns, 
And ſprightly damſels trim the rays by turns. 
To whom the King: Ill ſuits your ſex to ſtay 


Alone with men ! ye modeſt maids, away ! 360 


Go, with the Queen the ſpindle guide or cull 
(The partners of her cares) the filver wool ; 
Be it my taſk the torches to ſupply 
Ev'n till the morning lamp adorns the ſky 
Ev'n till the morning, with unwearied care, 365 
Sleepleſs I watch ; for I have learn'd to bear. 

Scornful they heard: Melantho, fair and young, 
{Melantho, from the loins of Dolius ſprung, 
Who with the Queen her years an infant led, 
With the foft fondneſs of a daughter bred) 370 
Chiefly derides : regardleſs of the cares | | 
Her Queen endures, polluted joys ſhe ſhares 
Nocturnal with Exrymachus ! With eyes 
That ſpeak diſdain, the wanton thus replies. 


Ill ſuits your ſex to ſtay 


V. 359. 
Alone wwith men! ye modeſt maids away !] 


Homer is perpetually giving us leſſons of decency and morality, Tt 
may be thought that this interlude between Ulyſſes and the damſels of 


Penelope is foreign to the action of the Odyſſey 3 but in reality it is fat 


from it ; the Poet undertook to deſcribe the diſorders which the ab- 
ſence of a Prince occafions in his family ; this paſſage is an inftance 
of it; and Homer with good judgment makes theſe wantons declare 
their contempt of Ulyſſes, and their favour to their Suitors, that we 
may acknowledge the juſtice of their puniſhment in the ſubſequent 
parts of the Odyſſey, 


H 2 Oh! 


* 
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Oh! whither wanders thy diſtemper'd brain, 
Thou bold intruder on a princely train? 
Hence to the vagrant's rendezvous repair; 


375 


{ 

Or ſhun in ſome black forge the midnight air. Th 

Proceeds this bolddeſs from a turn of ſoul, "= 

Or flows licentious from the copious bowl ? 380 Th 

Is it that vanquiſh'd [rus ſwells thy mind? | 

A foe may meet thee of a braver kind, N. 
Who 

V. 377. Hence to the wagrant's rendenvous repair; H 

Or Pun in ſome black forge the midnight air.] W 

I flatter my ſelf that I have given the true ſenſe of XaAziio; Nuns, f 

and ie Xn : In Greece the beggars in winter retir'd by night to pu- þ 
blic forges for their warmth, or to ſome rendezyous where they en- 

tertain d themſelves as jt were in a common aſſembly. Euftathin 1 


explains A*@X1 to be @ publick place without any doors, where beg- 
gars were uſed to lodge. Heſychius gives us ſeveral interpretations of 
the word, that it fignifies an aſſembly, a converſation ; it implies 
alſo public ſtoves or baths; and Euſtatbius informs us from Ariſto- 
pPbanes, that beggars uſed to take up their lodgings in the public 
baths, as well as in theſe places mentioned by Homer; xa@Mx110%; 
05pe0s is an office of men that work in braſs. He further obſerves 
that theſe two places are uſed after the ſame manner in Hefiod. 


Ia & ih; xzMeucr box, x in aka MNoxm 
"Npn xripepin, Tore xpuog de g cipyer 
"Io xe 


* 


It may not be improper to obſerve, that reg 1. Door RK αννετꝭr 
1s very ill tranſlated by Accede A:neam ſedem in the Latin verſion; it 
ſhould be fuge eſßcinam Erariam. | 

V. 38 1. Is it that wanguiſo'd Irus ſeyells thy mind?] The word in 
Homer is d Nu, which is uſed: in various places ; ſometimes (ob- 
ſerves Plutarch in his treatiſe upon reading Poems) it fignifies being 
diſquieted in mind, 


Ts 
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75 MW Who ſhortning with a ſtorm of blows thy ſtay, 

Shall ſend thee howling all in blood away ! 

To whom with frowns : O impudent in wrong! 385 
hy Lord ſhall curb that inſolence of tongue; 

Know to Telemachus I tell th' offence : 

0 The ſcourge, the ſcourge ſhall laſh thee into ſenſe. 
With conſcious ſhame they hear the ſtern rebuke, 

Nor longer durſt ſuſtain the ſovereign look. 390 
ho Then to the ſervile taſk the Monarch turns 
His royal hands: Each torch refulgent burns 
With added day : mean-while in muſeful mood, 
Abſorpt in thought, on vengeance fx d he ſtood. 


565 
u- And now the Martial Maid, by deeper wrongs 395 
n- 
in To rouze Uly/es, points the Suitors tongues: 
7 | Scornful 
jeg IG 
5 1 7 © a / , 2 
* Ne iPar'. 1 axius" anefiouTs, rei N ag 
os 22 : ; | 
5 ln other places it imphes an inſolent joy, or boaſting 5 and then he 

quotes this verſe, 

HAN ors "Ipor inxyoa;. 
V. 395. And now the Martial Maid, by deeper wrong: 
To rouze Ulyſſes, points the Suitors tongues. | 
It may be thought very unjuſtifiable in Hemer, to introduce Minerva 


exciting the Suitors to violence. Dacier defends the Poet by ſhew- 
ing that the ſentiment is conformable to true Theology: and the all- 
A wiſe Author of our being is pleas'd ſometimes to harden the hearts 

of the wicked, (or rather to permit them to harden their own hearts) 
- that they may fill up the meaſure of their crimes, and be ripe for 
's judgment: Yet we are not to imagine, that any perſon is neceffitated 

to de wicked: It is not the hardening the heart that originally makes 
2 H 3 men 
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Scornful of age, to taunt the virtuous man, 


Thoughtleſs and gay, Eurymachus began, 
Hear me (be cries) confederates and friends! 


Some God no doubt this ſtranger kindly ſends ; = 400 
The ſhining baldneſs of, his head ſurvey, 
It aids our torch-light, and reflects the ray. 


'Then 


men impious, but they are firſt impious, and then they are delivered 
over to an hardneſs of heart, | 

But Homer may be juſtified another way; and Minerva may be 
underſtood to act thus in favour of Ulyſſes : The Goddeſs of Wiſdom 
infatuates the Suitors to inſult that Hero, and haſten their own de- 
firuQtion, 

V. 400. Some God, no doubt, this fliranger kindly ſends.) Ariftct!s 
affirms that Hemer is the father of Poetry; not only of the Epic, 
- but alſo of the Dramatick ; that he taught how to write Tragedy in 
the I/iad, and Comedy by ſeveral ſhort ſketches in the Odyſſey. Eu- 
fathius here remarks, that he likewiſe gave a model for Satyr, of 
which the Cyc/ps of Euripides ſtill extant is an example; (which is 
a ſatyric Poem founded upon the any of Polypheme in Homer.) 1 
confeſs my eye is not ſharp enough to ſee the dignity of theſe raille- 
ries; and it may be thought that Homer is the father of another kind 
of Poetry; I mean the Farce, and that theſe low conceits are no way 
to be juſtified, but by being put into the mouths of the Suitors, per- 
fons of no dignity or character. Longinus brings ſuch deſcriptions of 
the Suitors, as inſtances of the decay of Homer's genius. When that 
declines (obſerves that Author) Poets commonly pleaſe themſelves 
with painting Manners; ſuch is Homer's deſcziption of the lives led 
by the Suitors in the Palace of UH: for in reality all that deſcrip- 
tion is a kind of Comedy, whereia the different characters of men 
are painted. 


V. 401. The ſhining baldneſs of his head ſurvey, 
It aids aur torch-light, and reflects the ray. ] 


This in Dacier's judgment is a raillery purely ſatyrical; it is drawn 
from the ſhining glaſs of an old man's bald head. But if this be 
purely ſatyrical, to be a ſatyriſt is to be a bad man: To rally natural 
infirmities is inhumanity: Old age is venerable, and the bald head as 
well as the gray hair is an honour, and ought not. to be the 4 


— 
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Then to the King that levell'd haughty Troy, 
day, if large hire can tempt thee to employ 
Thoſe hands in works? to tend the rural trade, 405 
To dreſs the walk, and form th” embow'ring ſhade. 
So food and rayment conſtant will I give: 
But idly thus thy ſoul prefers to live, 
And ſtarve by ſtrolling, not by work to thrive. 

To whom incens'd : Should we, O Prince, engage 410 
In rival taſks beneath the burning rage | 
Of ſummer ſuns, were both conſtrain'd to wield, 
Foodleſe, the ſcythe along the burthen field; 

Or 


of raillery. 1 doubt not but Homer put it into the mouth of Erry- 


machus to make him more odious, and to ſhew us that the ſame man 
who invades his Prince's property, inſults the ſtranger, and outrages 
the poor, pays no deference to old age, but is bafe enough to con- 
temn what he ought to honour, Vice and folly are the province of 
Satyr, not human infirmity. 


were both conſtrain d — | 


V. 412. | 
Foodleſs, the ſcytbe along the burthen fell. 


doubt not but ſuch employments as theſe, now only ſuitable to low 
life, will ſeem mean to many Readers, and unworthy of the dignity 
of Epic Poetry : It is no defence to ſay that they are mention'd by a 
beggar, and therefore agreeable to his character: The words are ad- 
dreſſed to a Prince, and ſuppoſe that a ſkill in ſuch works was not 
unuſual to perſons of eminent ſtations z otherwiſe the challenge of 
Uhſſes is ridiculouſly abſurd. Who could forbear laughing, if he 
ſhould hear one of our beggars challenge a Peer, to plow or mow 
with him all day without eating? The truth is, the greateſt perſons 
fullow'd ſuch employments without any diminution of their digni- 
ties 3 nav, a {kill in ſuch works as Agriculture was & glory even to a 
King: Homer here \places it upon a level with military ſcience, and 
the knowledge of the cultivation of the ground is equall'd to glory 
in war, In the preface to the Paſtorals of Virgil (but not written 
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Or ſhould we labour, while the plowſhare wounds, Shot 

Wich ſteers of equal ſtrength, th" allotted grounds: 415 And 

Beneath my labours how thy wond'ring eyes Fier 
Might ſee the fable field at once ariſe ! Mi 

| No, 


by Mr. Dryden) there is a paſſage that ſhews that the ſame ſimpli- 
city. of manners prevail'd amongſt the Antient Latins, as amongſt 
the antient Greeks ; It ought not (ſays that Author) to ſurprize 
« a modern writer, that Kings laid down their firſt rudiments of 
et government in tending their mute ſubjects, their herds and flocks ; 
« Nor ought it to ſeem ſtrange that the maſter of the horſe to King 
« Latinus in the ninth A nerd was found in the homely employment 
« of cleaving blocks, -when news of the firſt ſkirmiſh between the 
« Trojans and Latins was brought to him.“ This paſſage fully vin- 
dicates Homer, and ſhews that ſuch employments were no diſhonour 
to the greateſt perſons ; but there are two errors in the quotation ; it 
is not taken from the ninth, but the ſeventh /Eneid; nor is Tyr- 
rbeus, who cleaves the blocks, maſter of the horſe to King Latinus, 
but th intendant of his flocks; or as Dryden tranſlates it, 


| Tyrrheus, chief ranger to the Latian King. 


— Tyerhbeuſque pater, cui regia parent 
47 Armenta, & late cuſiodia credica campi. 


Tyrrbens is no otherwiſe a warrior, than as a deer under his charge, 
being kill'd, engages him in a quarrel, and he arms the ruſtics to 
encounter the Tian who flew it. 


But 


o 


Ann Tyrrheus 
| Nuadrifidam quercum cumeis ut forte coaftis 
Scindebat | 
Tyrtheus, the fofter-father of the beaſt, | 
Then clench'd an hatchet in bis horny fiſt ; 
Bur bell bis band from the deſcending ſtroke, 
* Aud left bis wwedge within the cloven oak. 


Tis true, tho* Tyrrbeus was not maſter of the horſe to the King, 
yet his office was a poſt of dignity, otherwiſe it had been very eaſy 
for Virgil to have given him a more noble employment, 


Should 
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7 
Should Fowe dire war unlooſe, with ſpear and ſhield 
And nodding helm, I tread th' enſanguin'd field, 
Fierce in the van: Then wou'dſt thou, wou'dſtthou, ſay, 420 
Miſname me glutton in that glorious day? ; 
No, thy ill-judging thoughts the brave diſgrace ; 
'Tis thou injurious art, not I am baſe, 
Proud, to ſeem brave among a coward train ! 
But know thou art not valorous, but vain. 425 
Gods! ſhould the ſtern Cs riſe in might, 
Theſe gates would ſeem too narrow for thy flight, 
While yet he ſpeaks, Eurymachus replies, 
With indignation flaſhing from his eyes. 
Slave, I with juſtice might deſerve the wrong, 430 
Should I not puniſh that opprobrious tongue, 
Irrev'rent to the Great, and uncontroul'd, 
Art thou from wine, or innate folly, bold? 
Perhaps, theſe outrages from [rus flow, 
A worthleſs triumph o'er a worthleſs foe ! 435 
He ſaid, and with full force a footſtool threw : 
Whicl'd from his arm with erring rage it flew ; 
Uly/es, cautious of the vengeful foe, 
Stoops to the ground, and diſappoints the blow. 
Not ſo a youth who deals the goblet round, 440 
Full on his ſhoulder it inflicts a wound, 
Daſh'd from his hand the ſounding goblet flies, 
He ſluieks, be reels, he falls, and breathleſs lies. 


Hs Then 
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Then wild uproar and clamour mounts the ſcy, 
"Till mutual thus the Peers indignant cry; 
O had this ſtranger ſunk to realms beneath, 
To the black realms. of darkneſs and of death, 
Ere yet he trod theſe ſhores! to ſtrife he draws 
Peer againſt Peer; and what the weighty cauſe ? 
A vagabond ! for him the great deſtroy 
In vile ignoble jars, the feaſt of joy. 
To whom the ſtern Telemachus uproſe ! 
Gods! what wild folly from the goblet flows? 
Whence this ungarded openneſs of ſoul, 


445 


459 


But from the licence of the copious bowl ? 455 
Or heav'n deluſion ſends. But hence away? 
Force I forbear, and without force obey. 


Silent, abaſh'd, they hear the ſtern rebuke, 
Till thus Amphinomns the filence broke. 


True are his words, and he whom truth offends 460 
Not with Telemachus,, but truth contends ; 


V. 457. Force ] forbear, and without force obey. ] This is very art» 
ful in Telemachis; he had ſpoken warmly in detence of Uly/es, and 
he Apprehends leſt he ſhould have provoked the Suitors too far; he 
therefore ſoftens his expreſſion, to avoid ſuſpicions of a latent cauſe, 
why he intereſts himſelf ſo vigorouſly in vindication of a beggar, 
againſt the Princes of the country. Beſides, too obſtinate an oppo- 
fition might have provoke} the Suitors to have continued all night in 
the Palace, which would have hinder'd Ulyſſes and Telemachus from 
concerting their meaſures to bring about their deſtruction: Telema- 
chus theiefore to induce them to withdraw uſes menaces, but menaces 
approaching to perſuaſion; if he had uſed violence, matters muſt 
iguncdiately have come to extremities, 


Let 
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Let not the hand of violence invade 
The rev'rend ſtranger, or the ſpotleſs maid: 
Retire we hence! but crown with roſy wine 
The flowing goblet to the pow'rs divine , 
Guard he his gueſt beneath whoſe roof he ſtands z 
This juſtice, this the ſocial right demands. 

The Peers aſſent; the goblet Mulius erown'd 
With purple juice, and bore in order round; . 


Each Peer ſucceſſive his libation pours 
To the bleſt Gods chat fill th? aereal bow'rs ;; 


v. 470. Each Peer ſucceſſve bis libation pours” 
Th the bleſt Gods 38 ? 


We have already obſerved that libations were ade to the Gods be- 
fore and after meals; here we ſee the Suitors offer their libation be- 
fore they 1etire to repoſe. We are not to aſcribe this religious act to 
the piety of theſe de auchees, but to the cuſtoms of the times; they 
practiſe not true religion, but only che exteriors-of it; they are not 
pious, but faſhionable;- 

The action of this, book js ee in a very ſhort duration 
of time; it begins towards the-cloſe of the day, and ends at the time 
when the Suitors withdraw 720 repoſe; ; this is the evening and part of 
the night of the thirty-nintiTday, 

In general, this book is in the Greek very beautiful: The combat 
between Irus and Ulyſſes is naturally deſcribed ; it is indeed between 
beggars, but yet not without dignity, it being almoſt of the ſame 
nature with the fingle combats praCtis'd amongſt Heroes in their moſt 
folemn games; as is evident from that in the Jad, at the funeral of 
Parroclus. 1 could wiſh Homer had not condeſcended to thoſe low 
jeſts and mean railleries towards the conclufion: Tis true, they are 
not without effect, as they agree with the characters of the Suitors, 
and make Ulyſſes a ſpectator of the diſorders of his own family, and 
provoke him to a ſpeedy vengeance : But might not more ſerious pro- 
vocations have been found out, ſuch as might become the gravity and 
majeſty of Epic Poetry? or if gaiety was eſſential to his characters, 
are quibhles ſo too? Lheſe may be thought to be of the ſame level 


with 
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Then ſwill'd with wine, with noiſe the erowds obey, 
And ruſhing forth tumultuous reel away. 

E 6 
vith thoſe conceits which Mikon puts into the moath of the Devil, 
and which diſgrace his Poem. But the dignity, the tenderneſs, and 


juſtneſs of the ſentiments, in all the ſpeeches of Penelope, more than 
attone for the low railleries of Ezrymachus, 


THE 


The ARGUMENT. 


The Den of Ulyſſes to Euryclea. 


Uyſſes and his fon remove the wapous out of the Armory, 
Ulyfles\ in corvrſation wvith Penelope gives a fitios 
account of his adventures; then aſſures ber he had fir- 
merly entcrtain'd her huſband in Crete; and deſcribes ex- 
actly his perſon and drefs,.. affirms to have heard of bin 
in Phæacia and Theſprotia, and that bis return is cer- 
tain, and within a month. He then goss to bathe, and 
ig attended by Euryclea, who diſcoutrs him o be Ulyſſes 
I the ſear ufon bis log, evbich be formonly received in 
— the wvild boar on Parnaſſus. The Poet inſerts a 


digreſſien, relating that accident,, with all. its _ 
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. Inſtant convey thoſe ſteely ſtores of war 
To diſtant rooms, diſpos'd with ſecret care : 
The cauſe demanded by the Suitor-train, - 
To ſooth their fears a ſpecious reaſon feign: 
Say, ſince Les left his natal coaſt, 
Obſcene with ſmoke, their beamy luſtre loſt, . 10 
His arms deform'd, the roof they won't adorn : 

From the glad walls inglorious lamber torn. 

Suggeſt, that Jove the peaceful thought inſpir'd, 

Leſt they by fight of ſwords to fury fir'd, 

Diſhoneſt wounds, or violence of ſoul, 15 
Defame the bridal feaſt, and friendly bowl. 


3 


of the Poem, the repetitions are more frequent. Virgil has gene- 
rally avoided them, 'and indeed it may be obſerved, that theſe two 
Poets differ in nothing more than the manner of their elocution : 
Virgil is full, but Homer even overflows; and this agrees with their 
general characters. Homer is like thoſe Painters of whom Apelles 
uſed to complain, that they left nothing to be imagin'd by the ſpec- 
tator, and made too accurate repreſentations z but Virgil is like Ti- 
mantes in Pliny, Timanti plurimum adfuit ingenii, in omnibus operi- 
bus ejus ——— plus ſemper quam pingitur : and again, oftendit etiam 
occultat. | 

Euftathius obſerves, that the unexpected opportunity to remove the 
arms in the abſence of the Suitors, occafions this repetition : In the 
frxteenth book Ulyſſes told Telemac bus he would give a fign when he 
ſhould make the removal, deſpairing of an opportunity to give a pu- 
blick direction, without danger from the ſuitors z he therefore wiſely 
lays hold of the preſent hour which happily fayouts his deſires, and 
injoins the arms to be remov'd immediately. > 


The 
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The Prince obedient to the ſage command, 
To Euryclea thus : The female band 
In their apartments keep; ſecure the doors: 
Theſe ſwarthy arms among the covert ſtores 20 
Are ſeemlier hid; my thoughtleſs youth they blame, 
Imbrown'd with vapour of the ſmould'ring flame. 
In happy hour, (pleas'd Euryclea cries) 
Tutor'd by early woes, grow early wiſe ! 
Inſpe& with ſharpen'd ſight, and frugal care, 29 
Your patrimonial wealth, a prudent heir. 
But who the lighted taper will provide, 
(The female train retir'd) your toils to guide ? 
Without infringing hoſpitable right, 
This gueft (he cry'd) ſhall bear the guiding light : 30 
I cheer no lazy vagrants with repaſt ; 
They ſhare the meal that earn it ere they taſte, 
He ſaid ; from female ken ſhe ſtrait ſecures 
The purpos'd deed, and guards the bolted doors: 
Auxiliar to his ſon, Uly/es bears 35 
The plumy-creſted helms, and pointed ſpears 
With ſhields indented deep in glorious wars. 


In their apartments keep, &c.] 


It is not without ſufficient reaſon that Telemachus diſtruſts the maids z 
many of them were in the intereſt of the Suitors : it was therefore 
neceſſary to conceal the place to which the arms were convey'd, leſt 
they ſhould betray the ſecret, Euſffatbius. 


Minerva 


— 


1866 HOMER“, ODYSSEY. Book XIX. 


Minerva viewleſs on her charge attends, 

And with her golden lamp his toil befriends, 

Not ſuch the ſickly beams, which unſincere, 40 
Gild the groſs vapour of this nether ſphere ! 

A preſent Deity the Prince confeſs'd, 

And rap'd with ecltacy the Sire addreſs'd. 


V. 38. Minerva with her golden lamp ] The of- 
fice here aſcrib'd to Minerva gave great offence to Rapin, and he cen- 
red it as mean, and unworthy of the Goddeſs; but Eufathius 
ly vindicates Homer; Pallas is here an allegorical Deity intended 
by the Poet to expreſs the wiſdom of Ulyſſes ; he acts with as much 
prudence as if Minerva herſelf guided him in all his ways. We are 
to gather from this deſcription, that Ulyſſes form'd all the actions 
of this night with the utmoſt wiſdom, or according to the Greet pro- 


verb, i» ver xn, the councils of this night were regulated with 
the exacteſt prudence and ſecrecy. Spondanus obſerves, that Calli- 
wachus, a ſtatuary in Athens, made an image of Mizerwa according to 
this picture in Homer: She held a lamp of gold, which was fill'd 
with an oil of ſuch an unwaſting nature, as not to want to be re- 
pleniſh'd in the ſpace of a whole year. See ib. 1. of Pauſaniu:, 
Dacier judges, that tho" a lamp was unknown in the days of Ulyſſes, 
yet it might not be ſo in the days of Homer, and therefore he might 
ſpeak of it; for inſtance, the trumpet was not known m the Trojan 
war, yet Hemer mentions. it, becauſe it was uſed in his age. But 
this is no anfwer; for Homer does not ſay that the trumpet was uſed 
during the fiege of Trey; if he had, he would have been guilty of a 
groſs Anachroniſm, but he ſpeaks of it by way of alluſion, as a 
thing well known in his time. Here therefore the caſe is different, 
for Ulyſſes is the perſon who is ſuppos'd to make ue of this lamp, 
and Dacier allows that it was unknown in his age, and conſequently 
he ought not to uſe it at all. It m:y therefore perhaps be moſt pro- 
bable, that Callimachus did not form his ſtatue from this original; or 
if this be not allowed, that he fell into an error, and gave the God- 
deſs a lamp inſtead of a torch, | 
I will only further add, that this office of Minerva may be vindi- 
cated from all meanneſs, by obſerving that it is not the bare act cf 
carrying the torch which the Godde s here executes; ſhe improves it 
ihto a Miracle; the whole Palace is enlighten'd with a celeftial fire, 
and Ulyſſes and Telemachus gather full aſſurances of her faveur and 
ſacceſs from hat miraculous illumination: this circumſtance ralies 
the deſcription. out of lowneſs into dignity, Wh 
| hat 
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What miracle thus dazzles with ſurprize! 
Diſtin& in rows the radiant columns riſe : 45 
The walls where e'er my wound” ring fight I turn, 
And roofs, amidſt a blaze of glory burn! 
Some viſitant of pure etherial race, 
With his bright preſence deigns the dome to grace. 
Be calm, replies the Sire ; to none impart, 50 
But oft revolve the viſion in thy heart: 
Celeſtials, mantl'd in exceſs of light, 
Can viſit unapproach'd by mortal fight. 
Seek thou repoſe ; whilſt here I ſole remain, 
T'explore the conduct of the female train: 55 
The penſive Queen perchance deſires to know 
The ſeries, of my toils, to ſooth her woe. 
With tapers flaming day his train attends, 
His bright alcove th' obſequious youth aſcends: 


V. 48 Some wiſitant of pure etherial race] Euſtathius gives us 


a twofold explication of the words, 


Aurzi Tor Jen ir} Iran — 
They imply either that the Godde's Tbemit deſcended; or that it is 
the cuſtom of celeſtial powers to manifeſt themſelves in ſuch illumi- 


nations, without appearing viſibly. The latter interpretation ſeems 
moſt natural, and makes the conſtruftiou eaſy, whereas the other 


is ſcarce to be underſtood without ſupplying 49. before Jew» : other- 
wiſe it muſt be allowed, that the former opinion is not unhappy * 
Ulyſſes tells his ſon, that the Goddeſs of juſtice is ſeat by the Gods 
to aſſiſt him in taking vengeance on the Suitors : Themis is a very 
proper Deity to be introduc'd upon ſuch an occaſion, and ſhews that 
Uly//es proceeded upon the ſtricteſt rules of equity, in the diſtribution. 
of his rewards and puniſhments. But the paſſage will not admit this 
enſe, it being evidently Pallas, not Themis, who appears. _ 
— 
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Soft ſlumb'rous ſhades his drooping eye-lids cloſe, 


Till on her eaſtern throne Aurora glows. 
Whilſt, forming plans of death, Les ſtay d, 

In council ſecret with the Martial Maid; 

Attendant Nymphs in beauteous order wait 

The Queen, defcendiug from her bow 'r of Rate. 

Her cheeks the warmer bluſh of Venus wear, 

Chaſten'd with coy Diana's penſive air. 

An ivory ſeat with filver ringlets grac'd, 

By fam'd Icmalius wrought, the menials plac'd: 

With ivory filyer'd thick the foot-ſtool ſhone, 


O'er which the panther's various hide was thrown. 


The ſovereign ſeat with graceful air ſhe preſs'd; 


To different taſks their toil the Nymphs addreſe'd: 


The golden goblets ſome, and ſome reſtor'd 
From ſtains of luxury the poliſh'd board: 
Theſe to remove th' expiring embers came, 


While thofe with unctuous fir foment the flame. 


"Twas then Melantho with imperious mien 
. Renew'd th' attack, incontinent of ſpleen : 


V./69. By fan's Icmalis wreaghe 


1 


60 


70 


75 


Homer in both his 
takes all opportunities of celebrating the famous artiſans of 
Antiquity ; I doubt not but moſt of them were his particular friends, 


and to do them honour, he gave them place in his works, and ren- 
der'd their names and his own gratitude immortal. We may like- 
wiſe learn the nature of the nobleſt pieces of art in Homer's days, 


from his Poetry, 


Avaunt, 
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Avant, ſhe cry'd, offenſive to my ſight! | 89 
Deem not in ambuſh here to lark by night, 

Into the woman · ſtate aſquint to pry ; 

A day-devourer, and an ev'ning ſpy! 

Vagrant begone ! before this blazing brand 


Shall urge and wav'd it hiffing in her hand. 85 
Th' inſulted Heroe rouls his wrathful eyes, 

And, Why, ſo turbulent of ſoul? he cries; 

Can theſe lean ſhrivel'd limbs unnerv'd with age, 

Theſe poor but honeſt rags, enkindle rage ? 

In crouds we wear the badge of hungry Fate, go 

And beg, degraded from ſuperior ſtate ! 

Conſtrain'd ! a rent-charge on the rich I live; 

Reduc'd to crave the good I once could give: 

A Palace, wealth, and ſlaves I late poſſeſs d, 

And all that makes the Great be call'd the bleſs'd: 95 

My gate, an emblem of my open ſoul, 

Embrac'd the poor and dealt a bounteous dole. : 

Scorn not the ſad reverſe, injurious maid ! 

'Tis Joue's high will, and be his will obey'd ! 


V. 82. Into the wvoman-flate aſquint to 735 This is the true rea- 
ſon why Melantho is out of humour (ſays Madam Dacier :) She had 
ſome affairs upon her hands, which demanded no witneſſes, meaning 
the vicious commerce between her arid Errymachus. Women never 
forgive their own ſex a frailty. Dacier is undoubredly in an error 
Eurymachus in the end of the laſt book left the Palace, and there- 
fore Melantbo could riot ſpeaks out of any apprehenfions of having a 
top put to her affairs this night, by the preſence of Ulyſſes, | 


1 | Nor 
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Nor think thy ſelf exempt: that roſy prime 100 

. Muſt ſhare the general dome of with'ring time: 

To ſome new channel ſoon, the changeful tide. 

Of royal grace th' offended Queen may guide; 

And her lov'd Lord unplume thy tow'ring pride. 

Or were he dead, tis wiſdom to beware: 105 

Sweet blooms the Prince beneath Apollo's cate ; 

Your deeds with quick impartial. eye ſurveys; 

Potent to puniſh what he cannot praiſe. 

Her keen reproach had reach'd the Sov'reign's ear; 

Loquacious inſolent! ſhe-cries, forbear : 110 

To 


3 


V. 106. Sweet blooms the Prince beneath Apollo's care.] It may 
be aſk'd why Tele achus is ſaid to owe the preſervation of his life 


to Apollo? Euftathius anſwers, that he was call'd O 965 x8poTe5Po; 
by Antiquity ; and that Daphne from being his favourite was named 


xegolanic: But perhaps that epithet was appropriated to Apolls, 
becauſe all immature deaths. in the male ſex were aſcribed to him, as 
they were to Diana in the female; it may therefore be ſaid with 
great propriety that it is owing to the favour of Apollo, that Telema- 
chus had not died an immature death, or that he was arriv'd to man- 
hood: Euflathius adds, that Apollo as he is the Sun, may be called 
the nouriſher of all things that breathe, as well as of the inanimate 
creation ; it is owing to his influence that every being comes to ma- 
turity, and in this ſenſe likewiſe he may be called KOI eg. 
What Euftathius aſcribes to Daphne, Dacier applies to Diana, and 


tells us, that ſhe was called Kzeodancia, and that the Antients 
celebrated a feſtival in her honour br the health of their infants. 
V. 110. uacious inſolent ! Were this place to be 
render' d literally, it would be thus, bold impudent bitch ; 
YJapoanin xo Ades. It is ſpoken by Penelope. In our age it is 
an expreſſion ſo vulgar, as not to be utter d in common converſa- 
tion, much leſs in Epic Poetry: Tis true, it fully expreſſes the 
height of impudence, and in Homer's time it was no more a 
than 
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To thee the purpoſe of my ſoul I told 

Venial diſcourſe unblam'd with him to hold. 

The ſtoried labours of my wand'ring Lord, 

To ſooth my grief he haply may record : 
Yet him, my gueſt, thy venom'd rage hath ſtung: 115 
Thy head ſhall pay the forfeit of thy tongue! 

But thou on whom my palace cares depend, 

Eurynome, regard the ſtranger friend : 


than calling a coward a deer, and both the expreſſions are joined to- 
gether in the firſt of the Iliad. 8 . 


Thou dog in forebead, but in heart a deer, 


It is there ſpoken by Achilles : and in another place of the Thad 7 - 
piter applies it to his wife, and calls Juno an impudent bitch: a plain 
indication that the expreſſion was not mean, as it is at this day, be- 
cauſe it was uſed by the greateſt of Heroes, and the ſupreme of Gods. 

V. 116. Thy bead ſhall pay the forfeit of thy tongue! | The er- 
preſſion in the Greek is remarkable. 


0 01 x IRA GE. . 


which yeu ſhall wipe upon your own bead, or as Euftathivs explains it, 
ea crime which you tall make to cleave to your own bead: a 
ſimilar expreſſion (adds the ſame Author) occurs in Secpbecles, 


Kam Mlpoiow xdga 
Knaidas i EHE. 


From whence it appears, that the blood that was found upon the 
word was wip'd upon the head of the ſlain; an intimation that his 
own blocd was fallen upon the head of the deceas'd, and the living 
were free from it. This is a very remarkable cuſtom, and there are 
many expreſſions like it in the ſcriptures ; namely bis blood be 

bis ou bead. It was cuſtomary amongſt the Romans to waſh their 
hands, in token of innocence and purity from blood: Thus the Ro- 
man Governor waſh'd bis hands, and faid, I am innocent of the bleed 
of this juſt perſon, 


o | A ſeat 
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A ſeat ſoft ſpread with furry ſpoils prepare, 
Due-diſtant for us both to ſpeak, and hear. 129 
The menial Fair obeys with duteous haſte : 
A ſeat adorn'd with furry ſpoils ſhe plac'd : 
Due-diſtant for diſcourſe the Hero fate; 
When thus the Sov'reign from her chair of late : 
Reveal, obſequious to my firſt demand, 125 
'Thy name, thy lineage, and thy natal land. 
He thus: O Queen! whoſe far-reſounding fame, 
Is bounded only by the ſtarry frame, 
Conſummate pattern of imperial ſway, 
Whoſe pious rule a warlike race obey ! 130 
In wavy gold thy ſummer vales are dreſs'd ; 
Thy autumns bend with copious fruit oppreſs'd : 
With flocks and herds each graſſy plain is ftor'd ; 
And fiſh of ev'ry fin thy ſeas afford ; 
Their affluent joys the grateful realms confeſs ; 135 
And bleſs the Pow 'r that ſtill delights to bleſs. 


V. 129. Conſummate pattern of imperial ſway.] Homer here gives 
an amiable picture of a mild and juſt Government: It is a truth cer- 
tain and univerſal, where the ſubject enjoys the fruits of his indu- 
ſtry, the earth will always be well cultivated, and. bring forth in 
abundance ; the ſea will furniſh the land with plenty of fiſhes, and 
men-will plant when they are ſure to gather the fruits, It is the 
conſtant obſervation of all travellers, the worſt fituation under an 
eaſy government enjoys more plenty, and is fuller of inhabitants, 
than the beſt ſoil and happieſt ſituation under an arbitrary power. 
This whole paſſage is very beautiful, and the more beautiful becauſe 
the words proceed from the mouth of a King. 
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Gracious permit this pray r, imperial Dame! 
Forbear to know my lineage, or my name: 


In ſweet oblivion let my ſorrow ſleep! 
My woes awak'd will violate your ear ; 
And to this gay cenſorious train appear 
A winy vapour melting in a tear. | 


93 


ty P 1 
4 * 


Urge not this breaſt to heave, theſe eyes to weep; ; 


. * 


150 


Their gifts the Gods reſum'd. (the Queen rejoin 4) * 


Exterior grace, and energy of mind; - _ 
When the dear partner of my nuptial joy, 
Auxiliar troops combin'd, to conquer Tray. 


My Lord's protecting hand alone wou'd raiſe 
My drooping verdure, and extend my praiſe! 


Peers from the diſtant Samian ſhore. reſort; : 


Here with Du/ichians join'd, beſiege the Court: 


Zacynthus, green with ever-ſhady groves, 


And Ithaca, preſumptuous boaſt their loves: : 


Obtruding on my choice a ſecond Lord, 

They preſs the Hymenæ an rite abhor'd. | 
Miſ-rule thus mingling with domeſtic cares, 

| live regardleſs of my ſtate- affairs: 

Receive no ſtranger-gueſt, no poor relieve; 
But ever for my Lord in ſecret grieve! ——— 
This art, inſtinQ by fome celeſtial pow'r, 

I try'd, eluſive of the bridal hour: | 
* Ye Peers I cry, who preſs to gain a heart, 


Where dead Uly/7es claims no future part; 
. I 4 


145 


150 


160 


Rebate 
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„ Rebate your loves, each rival ſuit ſuſpend, 
„ 'Till this funereal web my labours end: 165 
« Ceaſe, till to good Laerte: I bequeath 
« A pall of ſtate, the ornament of death. 
* For when to Fate he bows, each Grecian dame 
% With juſt reproach were licens'd to defame ; 
* Should He, long honour'd in ſupreme command, 170 
1 Want the laſt duties of a daughter's hand. 
The fiction pleas'd ! their loves I long elude ; 
The night til} ravell'd, what the day renew'd, 
Three years ſucceſsful in my art conceal'd, 
My ineffectual fraud the fourth reveal'd: 175 
Befriended by my own domeſtic ſpies, 
The woof unwrought the Suitor-train ſurprize. 
From nuptial rites they now no more recede, 
And fear forbids to falſify the brede. 
My anxious parents urge a ſpeedy choice, 180 
And to their ſuffrage gain the filial voice: 
For Rule mature, Telemachus deplores 
His dome diſhonour'd, and exhauſted ſtores ————— 
Bot ſtranger ! as thy days ſeem full of fate, 
Divide diſcourſe, in turn thy birth relate: 185 
Thy Port aſſerts thee of diftinguiſh'd race: 
No poor un-father'd product of diſgrace. 
Princeſs ! he cries, renew'd by your command, 
The dear remembrance of my native land, 
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Of ſecret grief unſeals the fruitful ſource ; 19 
And tears repeat their long forgotten courſe ! 
So pays the wretch, whom fate conſtrains to roam, 
The dues of nature to his natal home 
But inward on my ſoul let ſorrow prey ; 
Your ſovereign Will my duty bids obey. 195 
Crete awes the circling waves, a fruitful foil ! 
And ninety cities crown the ſea · born Iſle : 
Mix'd 
V. 196. Cc. Crete It is not without a good reaſon that 
Ulyſſes is ſo particular in the phy of Crete; he does it, that 


enelope from the knowledge of the truth which he ſpeaks concern- 
ing that Iſland, may be induc'd to give the readier credit to his ſuc- 


ceeding fictions. In the Hiazd, Homer calls Crete ixaloproMg, or 


the Iſland with an hundred cities, lib. 2. 
Crete's hundred cities pour forth all ber ſons, 


Here he affirms it to have no more than ninety, Strabs is very full 
upon this difficulty, kb. 10. Epberus (ſays that Author) judges 
that ten cities were built by the Dorian after the Trojan war, under 
Altbaemenes ; and therefore Ulyſſes here mentions Crete as having only 
ninety: But this opinion carries no probability. Others affirm, that 
ten cities were demoliſhed by the enemies of Idomencus ; but this is 
no more than a conjecture: The truth is, Homer does not affirm 
that there were an hundred cities in the time of the wat with Troy, 
but in his own age; (for the Poet in that place ſpeaks in his own 

ſon) if he had put the words into the mouth of any one who had 
iv'd in the time of the wat, he would not have call'd it the Ifle 
of the hundred, but ninety cities, according to this deſcription of 
Ulyſſes ; it being very improbable, that ten of the Cretan cities hould 
be deſtroy d, either during the war, or after the return of Idomeneus; 
for Homer himſelf teſtifies that he return d ſafe to Crete with all his 
ſoldiers, kb, J- of the Odyſſey. 


And thoſe whom Idomen from Ilion's plain 
Had lad, ſecurely croft the dreadful main. 
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Mix'd with her. genuine ſons, adopted names 
In various tongues avow their various claims: 


Sabian, 


And therefore he had ſufficient forces to defend his country: But 
tho' we allow that thoſe ten cities had been deſtroy'd after his re- 
tum, yet how could Ulyſſes come to the knowledge of it, having 
neither been in Crete, nor met with any Cretan to inform him in all 
his voyages? It is therefore probable that in the time of the Trojan 
war Crete had no more than ninety cities, but an hundred in the days 
of Hemer: and this fully reconeiles the Thad with the Odyſſey; 6 
the Odyſſey it is Ulyſſes that ſpeaks, in the Iliad, Homer, 
Virgil ſpeaks of Crete after the manner of Homer, 


Creta Jovis magni medio jacet inſula ponto, 
Centum urbes babitant magnas, uberrima regna. 


The other ten cities were built by the Dorians (as Epberus writes) 
under, Alth-menes. | | 

V. 199. In warious tongues ] The meaning of this is, that 
the natural inhabitants of Crete were mix'd with ſtrangers who had 
ſettled in the Iſland; or as ſome imagine (ſays Eufathius) Ulyſſss 
ſpeaks thus out of fear, leſt Penelope ſhould diſcover him not to be a 
native of Crete from his wrong pronunciation of the language of the 
Cretant. We may gather from Strabo, that the Dorians inhabited 
the eaſtern parts, the Cydoniars the weſtern, the Eteo-Cretans the 
ſouthern, and the reſt of the na ion being moſt powerful, poſſeſt the 
plain country lying toward the north: The Eteo Cretan, that is, the 
true Cretans, were the original inhabitants of the Ifland, and pro- 
Þably alſo the Cydonians. There is ſome difficulty in the word 


TebXaiX:5«. Andron the Hiftorian (continues Srrabo) affirms, that 
he Dorians who lived near Parnaſſus planted a colony in Crete, and 
built three cities, and from thence called themſelves f.KAlxte, 
guaſ tripartiti, But Strabo rejeAs this opinion of Andren, for theſe 
Deriaris poſſeſt four cities, and their country was called Tiga TA ; 
he therefore believes them to have taken that name from a triple 
creſt, or from having them̃ adorned with hair after the manner ot a 
futnage, from Tpixes ſignifying hair. But perhaps Strabo is in a 
miſtake, tor T7 hucydides, lib. 1. p. 107. and Diodorus, lib. 11. p. 60. 
confirm the _ Andron. The words of Strabo have given 
great trouble fo the Commemators, ard they ingenuouſly confeſs 
they cannot underſtand them. The expreſſion is Tp6,i185 MG25 
i The difficulty lies in eQapiaz; ; but if we read the 
A T ſentence 
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Cydonians dreadful with the bended yew, 200 
And bold Pelaſgi boaſt a native's due: 


The Dorians, plum'd amid the files of war, 
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Her foodful glebe with fierce Achazans ſhare ; - 
Cr:/us, her capital of high command; 
Where ſceptred Minos with impartial hand 205 
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Divided Right; each ninth revolving year 


— — — 
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By Jove receiv'd, in council to confer, 
His 


i 
. 
3 
1 
7 
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ſentence thus, all will be plain, ri Nip, 1 iQapinr, 
that is, creſts adorn'd with hair, or ſomething like it, from 
k , alis. Dacier. | 
"XY 206. * Each ninth revolving year, oy, This Minos 
King of Crete was an excellent lawgiver z and as Epborus writes, 
(ay! Ftrabo) to give his laws the greater veneration he uſed to de- 
nd mto à cave ſacred to Jupiter, and pretend that he had there 
receiv'd them from the mouth of that Deity ; this is the reaſon why 
Hemer tells us he convers'd with Jupiter. Thus alſo Numa Pompi- 
lus boaſted of the ſame favour from AÆgeria, to make his decrees to 
be receiv'd by the Romans. The only difficulty is in the words 
ines; and it has been generally believ'd to imply; that Minor 
continued in the cave of Jupiter nine whole years: but Caſaubon re- 
marks that it never ſignifies nine years, but every. ninth year; as 
ella dog not mean three days, but the third day: and this 
agrees exactly with the Hiſtory of Minos, (ſee Valerius Maximus, 
hb. 1. cap. 2.) who was accuſtomed to review and rectify all his 


TA laws every ninth year. Plato quotes this paſſage in his piece, enti-. 
eſe tled Minos, and puts this laſt obſervation beyond all diſpute: “ Ho- 
63 e mer tells us (fays that Author) that Minos convers'd with Jupiter 
le « every ninth, year, #127 i744, and went to be inſtructed by him 
a « as a ſcholar by a maſter; and a little lower he adds, Wore 
3 N kv tre; 616 dilpor Ng © Minus, Cc. that is, © he went in- 
Gs « to the cave of Jupiter, to learn new. laws, or to reform the 
en 


« old which he had received in the former period, Ty eli 


_ —_ = — — — 
— — — 


* int lepI Ni. This Mines was the moſt juſt of all mankind, and for 
5 this reaſon was ſuppoſed to be made one of the infernal judges. BI 
he tarch in the life of Demetrius makes a fine remark upon this deſcrip- 
de I 3 tion 
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His ſon Deucalion bore ſucceſlive ſway ; 

His ſon, who gave me firſt to view the day ! 

The royal bed an elder iſſue bleſt, | 219 
Hdomeneus, whom Lias fields atteſt 

Of matchleſs deed: untrain'd to martial toil 

I liv'd ioglorious in my native Iſle, 

Studioys of peace; and tben is my name. 

Twas then to Crete the great Ulyes came; 215 


tion of Mn; © Homer (ſays he) has not honour'd with the glo- 
< rious title of the Diſciple of Jupiter, the greateſt warrior or op- 
<« preſſor, or a renown'd tyrant ; but the man famous for his juſtice 
« and probity, a legiftator, and a benefactor to mankind, Dacier. 
V. 207. By Jove receiv d, in council te confer.} The word in the 
Greek is 6apiyiic, and Plate fully explains it in his Mines; Gaps 
is the diſcourſe, 6@g1r9; the perſon who diſcourſes ; b prreciarn; 
% Ates: others (contigues Plato) underſtand it to fignify the gueſt 


of this opinion 1 ſufficiently appear, i we remember, 
i them, compotations, and diverßons ari 
from them; and i this is one of the laws of Mines en- 
aQed in Crete, G k i 
Da; which f Plate may perha 
0 
contribute greatly 40 the glory Minas, but gives lietle ©2444 


of | 
a perſon who drinks with that Deity, 


ce — favour and familiarity, and would have 
Mines, Horgce is of this opinion, for m_ 
Carm. he nientions it as a peculiar teſtimony o 


i 


of Fupiter is ap. inftan 


been an honour to 
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Occidle & Pelopis genitor, convira deorum. 5 
at is, according ty Hamer u expteſſian, 2 
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For elemental war, and wintry ove, 

From Malea's gufty cape his navy drove 

To bright Laciza's fane ; the ſhelfy coaſt. 

Where loud Amni/us in the deep is loſt, 

His veſſels moor'd, (an incommodious port I) 220 
The Hero ſpeeded to the Crofan court ; 
Ardent the partner of his arms to find ; 

In leagues of long commutual friendſhip join'd. 

Vain hope ! ten ſuns had warm'd the weſtern ſtrand, 
Since my brave brother with his Gretan band 285 
Had ſail'd for Trey: but to the genial feaſt : 
My honour'd roof receiv'd the royal gueſt : 
Beeves for his train the Croian Peers affign, 
A public treat, with jars of gen'rous wine, 


V. 218. To bright Lucina's fane ] Stmrabo informs vs 
that upon the Ain there is a cave ſacred to Kirhya, or Lucina, 
who preſides over -birth. The reaſon given by aftarbins why 
the Poet places the cave by that river is too frivolous to be recited : 
P ſome 

y had made uſe of it, upon an occabon in which women 
— the aſſiſtance of that Goddeſs; or perhaps becauſe water is 
ane of the great principles of generation, the temple of Lucine could 


22 ſituation, than upon the Nan of & 


V. 2a8. Bowe for bu train the Crofian Peers offgn,.. 
Al public treat ———_m_n— © 


Ie nn not to be expected, and indeed it was almoſt impoſſible that 
one perſon ſhould entertain Ulyſſes and his whole fleet, which con- 
ſiſted of twelve veſſels. This paſſage therefore gives us a- remark - 
able cuſtom of Antiquity, which was, that when any perſon with 
too great a number of attendants arrived in other countries, the 
Prince receiv d the chief perſonage and his particular friends, and 
the reſt were entertain d at the publick-expence,. Dacier, 


I 4 Twelve 
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Twelve days, while Boreas vex'd th' aerial ſ pace, 
My hoſpitable dome he deign'd to grace: 

And when the north had ceas'd the Rormy roar, | 
He wing'd his voyage to the Phrygian ſhore. 
Thus the fam'd Hero, perfected in wiles, - 
With fair fimilitude of truth beguiles 

The Queen's attentive ear: diſſolv'd in woe, 
From her bright eyes the tears unbounded flow. 
As ſnows collected on the mountain freeze; 
When milder regions breathe a vernal breeze, 


The 


V. 235. With fair fllt of trab geile The word in the 
Greek is deu, which has been uſually interpreted to be the ſame 
with it, but thoſe that ſpeak with more exactneſs derive it from 
None, sixati, amuxwitu myo; avian, that is, be accom- 
modated and adapted his fictions to probability or truth; and Heſy- 
chius explains. the ſame word by Have Ape Horace almoſt lite- 
: rally tranſlates this verſe. 


1 


500 Arque ita mentitur, fic weris + falla rem: . 
tue 1 medio ne diſcrepat imum. 


And indeed in this line the whole art of an Epic Poem is compre- 
hended, which is a mixture of truths and fitions, but fiftions con- 
formable to verity ; or to ſpeak in the language of a Critic, the fable 
of the Epic Poem ſhould be both probable and marvellous ; aftoniſh- 
ing, yet credible; if it de only credible, it differs in nothing from 
Hiſtory; if only marvellous, it is no better than a Romance. The 
ereat ſecret therefore of an Epie Writer is to produce in the Reader's 


mind at the ſame time both belief and a. and this is 
amn es. 


Dacier fur P Ariftote, 


uy, 2438. A fin alleged, Kc. ] It is not eaſy to take the point 
of This mile. Monſ. Perault grievoully miſtakes it: The de- 
6 2 (ſays he) which Homer gives us of the forrow of * 


. 
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The fleecy pile obeys the whiſp'ting gales, 240 
Ends in a ſtream, and murmurs thro” the vales : | 
So, melted with the pleaſing tale he told, 

Nown her fair cheek the copious torrent roll'd: 

She to her preſent Lord laments him loſt, 

And views that obje& which ſhe wants the moſt! 245 


« is very unaccountable z her body melted like ſnow upon an high 
« mountain, when the eaſt wind melts it, and the ſnow thus melted 
« fills the rivers; thus it was that the fair cheeks of Penelope melted. 
This, ſays Peraulr, is tranſlated word for word. But in reality it 
reſembles Homer in nothing but the repetition. of the word me/ted, or 


rixiſo, which in modern languages is burthenſome to the ear, but 
not in the Greet; for the word differs from it ſelf according to its 
different formation, almoſt às much as a new one, and gives a di- 


ſtant ſound ; for inſtance, & Hue, Tyxopirnc, XaTitryte ; Where- 


as there is a moſt an identity of ſound in melt, melted, or melting; or 


in the French, liguifie, liguifice,. liguifoient. Neither has Perault en- 
tered into the ſenſe of the compariſon: Thx: xpus. is only a figu- 
rative hyperbole, as when we ſay a perſon is conſum d or waſted with 
grief; or perhaps TyXw fignifies no more than bumeHo, as rat g 
bumidus, In reality it is the Quantity of tears that is intended to 
be repreſented, and the ſimile is thus to be underſtood : The ſnows 
heap'd upon the mountains by the cold weſt wind, are the ſorrows 


accumulated in the ſonl of Penelope; the warm eaſtern wind, which 


diſſolves theſe ſnows, is the recital of Ulyſſes, which melts thoſe ſor- 
rows into tears and makes them flow, When Agamemnon weeps, in 
the ninth of the Thad,, his tears are compared to a fountain of water 
falling from a rock; but women being more profuſe of tears, thoſe 
of Penelope are here compared to a river. 

V. 244. She to ber preſent Lord laments bim loſt.] Dacier obſerves 
that this is added by Homer not for our. information, for we already 


know it; but becauſe it is a reflection which muſt neceſſarily occur 


to every Reader: It is a thing extraordinary to lament a perſon pre- 


ſent, as if he were abiolutely loſt; and we reap a double ſatisfaction 


from the relation, by obſerving the behaviour of :Penelope towards 
Ulyſes; and of Uhyſſes towards Penelope; while he is at the ſame tine 
in one ſenſe both abſent and preſent, 4 . 
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With'ring at heart to ſee the weeping Fair, 
His eyes look ſtern, and caſt a gloomy tare ; 
Of horn the ſtiff relentleſs balls appear, 

Or globes of iron fix d in either ſphere : 


Firm wiſdom interdicts the ſoft'nivg tear. 250 


V. 247+. His eyes look flern, and caft a gloomy ftare.)] There is 2 
beautiful contraſt between [/lyſſes and Penelope ; Penelope indulges her 
—— for Cn; Ulyſſes reftrains his for Penelepe : the picture of 

yer is drawn. to the life, be is aſſaulted at once with. —— pab 
fiens, aſtoniſhment and admiratien on the one fide, and compaſſion 
and a deſire to. comfort Penalqpe on the other; theſe paſhons being 
in an equal ballance, and exerting an equal force, he remains bz d, 
like a wave driven by contrary winds, and yields tq neither of cheir 
impulſes; it is thus 2 continues in a ready ad miratj as it he 
had loſt all thought. This paſſage is too beautiful nat to have hen 
explain d by the Antients; Plztarch quotes it as an inſtance of the 
command a wiſe man ought to have over bis paſſions. Ne who. 
4 was the moſt eloquent, yet was the moſt filent of men, all his 
« faculties were obedient, and ſubject to reaſon, he commanded his. 

eye not to weep, his tongue not to ſpeak, and his very heart not 
to pant or tremble : His reafon influenc'd even his inward mo- 
©. tions, and ſubdued the very bleod and vital ſpirit. And in his 
treatiſe. of Moral Virtues, he again quotes theſe verſes; © Uly/ſe:. 
„ had compleatly ſubjected all his faculties to right reaſon, and he 
„ held even his ſpirits, his blood, and his tears under the goverar 


44 ment of his judgment 2 —— 


—— fund colours with 


— — * 
Ruam /i dura filex, aut ſtet Marpyfia cautes- 


V. 248. Of bn the fi relentleſs. balls appear,] Evftathins. in- 
forms us, that Hamer * this. image of horny, o 
to the exe, becauſe ene of. the coats of it is ſaid te be- 42 
ſabſtance ; but this is merely fanciful: if anathex. tunie of "obs cye 
Dad been firely, there micht have been ſome graund for the alluſon , 
for Hamer Joins both of them in, the illuſtration, and only. meant 
to regeeſent the fiedfaſincs of the: eye. of Uſer, in this affecting 


A ſpeech 


X. 
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A ſpeechleſs interval of grief enfues, 
'Till thus the Queen the tender theme renews. 
Stranger! that e' er thy hoſpitable roof 
Uly/es grac'd, confirm by faithful proof: 
Delineate to my view my warlike Lord, 236 
His form, his habit, and his train record. ; 
'Tis hard, he cries, to bring to ſudden fight 
Ideas that have wing'd their diſtant flight: 
Rare on the mind thoſe images are trac'd,. 
Whoſe footſteps twenty winters have defac'd : 260 
But what I can, receive. In ample mode, 
A.robe of military purple flow'd.. | 


O'er: 


V. 26%, &c. A robe of military purple, &c.]. This is a remark- 
able pallage, and gives us an exact deſcription of the habit of a King 
in the days of Homer, or perhaps ſtill earlier in the days of CU. 
Purple ſeems>antiently to have been ' appropriated to Kings, and to 
them on whom they beſtow'd it; thas Judges viii. 26. the. ſacred ' 
Hiſtorian ment ions purple rayment that was on the Kings of Midiane 
Thus Efber-viii. 15: a garment of ſine linen and purple is given to 
a favourite by King Abaſuerusz and 1 Maceabees Ain the Jes 
made a decree, that Simon ſhould wear purple and gold, and that 
none of che people ſhould wear le or a buckle of gold without bis 

i in token that he was the chief magiſtrate of the Fes 
thus alſo Mac. x. 89. Alexander: ſent Jonathan a duckle of 28 
the uſe is to be given to ſach as are of the King's blood. es is 
here dreſt much after. the ſame manner; he wears purple, and a 
duckle or claſp of gold, as a ſign of his regality. But what I would 
chiefly. obſerve is; that the att of embroidery was known in thoſe 
early ages, nay-perhaps was in greater perfection than at this day; 
the embroidery was of divers colours, as we may gather from 

het apply'd to the fawn; TWixiNes Some per ſoms indeed tel} us, 

this was inwoven into the cloth, and was made in the loom, 


" but the words of Homer will admit of the other interpretation, and 
it i evident that embroidery was Known amongſt the Orientah in 


tte © 


, 
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Oer all his frame: illuſtrious on his breaſt, 

The double claſping gold the King confeſt, 

In the rich woof a hound Moſaic drawn | 265 
Bore on full ſtretch, and ſeiz'd. a dappl'd fawn : 

Deep in the neck his fangs indent their hold; 
They pant, and ſtruggle in the moving gold. 


Fine as a filmy web beneath it ſhon 

A veſt, that dazzl'd like a cloudleſs ſun: 270 
The female train who round him throng'd to gaze, 

In ſilent wonder ſigh'd unwilling praiſe. N 


A ſabre, when the warrior preſs'd to part, 

J gave, enamel'd with Vulcanian art: 

A mantle purple ting'd, and radiant veſt, 275 
Dimenſion'd equal to his ſize, expreſt 

Affection grateful to my honour'd gueſt. 


the age of Ulyſſes, from Judges v. 30. Have they not ſped? have 
they not divide the prey, to Siſera a prey of divers colours, a go 
divers colours of needle-work, of divers colours of nezdle-work on both 
Ades, meet for the necks of them that take the ſpoil Here is evidently 
mention made of embroidery ; and perhaps fuch was this robe of 
Ulyſſes ; but however this be, it is manifeſt that all manner of crea- 
"tures were figur d upon the habit of great perſonages, and that thoſe 
' creatures were in-wrought ſo naturally as to ſeem to be alive. 


© Dimenſion'd equal to bis fie —— 


1 may deaſk's what is the meaning of the Teppuice))e xilare here 

nention'd by Ulyſſes ? Eufathins explains it by o2ypperpeg, that is, 
neither too long nor too ſhort; too wide or too ſcanty, but exactly 
; correſponding to the make of the body. Heſicd uſes the ſame. word 
in the ſame ſenſe; and Heſychius interprets. it in the ſame manner, 
>" Evpuripes, x ig. Tay Todwy riero. Dacier. 


A fav y te 


E MA. ot. Mo 


8 Book XIX. HOMER“ ODYSSEY. 46% 
A fav'rite herald in his train I knew, "oy 
His viſage ſolemn fad, of fable hue: 

55 Short woolly curls o'erfleec'd his bending head, © 280 
O'er which a promontory-ſhoulder ſpread ; 
Eurybates ! in whoſe large ſoul alone 
Uly/es view'd an image of his own, 

His ſpeech the tempeſt of her grief reſtor'd 

'O In all he told ſhe recogniz'd her Lord: 28 5 

But when the ſtorm was ſpent in plenteous ſnow'rs, 

A pauſe inſpiriting her languiſh'd pow'rs, 

O thou, ſhe cry'd, whorn firſt inclement fate 

Made welcome to my hoſpitable gate ; 

With all thy wants the name of poor ſhall end; 290 
Henceforth live honour'd, my domeſtic friend! +- | 
The veſt much envy'd on your native coaſt, 

And regal robe with figur'd gold emboſt, 


' In happier hours my artful hand employ'd, 
b When my lov'd Lord this bliſsful bow'r enjoy'd: 299 
Y The fall of Trey erroneous and forlorn Faber 


* Doom'd to ſurvive, and never to return! 


v. 278. A fav rite herald J This is very artful in Uly/es + 
Penelope had aſk'd what kind of perſon her huſband was Ulyſſes 
fears to give a deſcription of himſelf, leſt by drawing the copy like 
the original now before the eyes of Penelope, ſhe' ſhould diſcover him 
to be Ulyſſes : He therefore diverts the enquiry, yet at the ſame ti 
ſatisfies her curioſity, by 4dding anew circumſtance” to confirm 
veracity by deſcribing his attendant and Herald Eaurybates, Dacier. 


. I». MEE. 


cr 


Then 
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Then he, with pity touch d: O Royal Dame! J 
Your ever-anxious mind, and beauteous frame, 
| Exam the devouring.rage of grief reclaim, 309 

I not the fondneſs of your ſoul regrove | 
For ſuch. a Lord! who crown'd your: virgia : love 
With. the dear bleſſing of a. fair increaſe ;. 

Himſelf: adotn d with. more than mortal grace: 

Tet chile I ſpeak, che mighty. woe ſuſpend ;; 30g. 
Truth forms my tale g to leaking truth attend. 

The royal object of yaur dearaſt care, 

Breathes in. no diſtant clime the vital air: 

In rich Th/pretia,. and the nearer bound: 

Of Th alu, his name I beard. renown' d: 10 

Without retinua, to-that friendly ſhore 
Welcom'd with gifts of price,. a ſumleſs ſtore! 

His ſacrilegious train, ho dar d. to prey. 

On herds devoted · to the Gd of: day, 

Were doom d by Jene, and. Phobu? jaſt deres. 315 
To:periſh-in the rough Trinmcrias ſea. 

To · better fate the hlameleſa Chief ordain d, 

A. floating fragment of the wreck regain d.. 
And rode the ſtorm z. till hy the bilows toſt,. 
Me landed on the fair. P hawacien coaſt 

Phat race who emulate tbe life of Gods, 
Receive him joyous to their, bleſt.abodes :; 
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Large gifts confer, a ready fail command, 

To ſpeed his voyage ta the Grecian firand.. | 
But your wiſe Lord, (in whoſe cagaciaus ſoul . __ 
High ſchemes of pow'r in juſt ſucceſſion roy}, - - 
His Inbaca refus d from fax ting Fate, 
Till copious wealth might guard his regal ſlate, - 
Pbedin the fact affirm'd, whoſe ſev" reign. {way 
Theſprotian tribes, a duteeus race, bey: 
And bade the Gods this added truth atteſt, 
(While pure libations crowa'd the genial feaſt). 
That anchor'd: in his port the veſſels ſtand, 

To waft the Heroe to his batal land. 


V. 327. His Ithaca refiu'd from av ring Fat, ü 
Till copious zvealth might guard bis regal fate. I 


U!;/ts-amaſs'd great riches. by. deing dtiven- from country to country: 
Every Prince where be arrived made him great prevents, according. 
ta the laudable cuſtoms af hoſpitality. in fotmer ages. The word. in. 
the Greet (obſerves Dacier) is ayopla ton, it is barrow'd from beg- 
gars, who by. ſtrolling from place: to. place get. their livebhood; and: 
hence it was made- ule of imply, to amaſs, or. make collections. 
Heſychius explains it by. oudAaryt W-— ů4.a Et, lien in which. 
words there. are two carry, and it is. magiſeſt they. are carrupted : 
Monſieur le Fevre reads xlaαννeν ayign.. Dacier. 

We may obſerve that Ulyſſes gives himfelf great. commondations. 
thro” this whole interview; be calls hirafelf Nes 'Ollyo72yc,, and: 
ſays, that there were few. men in the world like him; that he was. 
dotg iraxſxiog, or like the Gods:: This is not a ſign. of vanity or: 
aſtentation, ſince Ulyſſes ſpeaks in» the character of à ſtranger: Her 
muſt therefore ſpeak in, the fame manner 28 2 ſtranger w have. 
ſpoke ;. that is, with hanoup of U . to ingratiate. himſelf with. 
F » Beſides, this conduct conduces to perſuade Penelope, that: 
he is the perſon he pretends. to. be, and by the. copſequence. contrie- 


8 1 for 
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In the next month renews her faded wane, 


I for Dulichium urge the wat'ry __ "4 "336 Ye 
But firſt the U/ean wealth ſurvey : © N 
$5 rich the vale of a flore ſo vaſt © W 
Demands the pomp of centuries to waſte ! | U 
The darling object of your royal love, WED e H 
Was journey'd thence to Dodonetan Four ; 340 In 
By the ſure precept of the ſylvan ſhrine, T 
Fo form the conduct of his great delign: © © p. 
Irreſolute of ſoo}, his tate to ſhrowd ne V 
In dark diſpuile, or come, a King avow'd? 1 
Thus lives your Lord; nor longer doom'd to roam: 345 1 
Soon will he grace this dear paternal dome. [ 
By Jove, the ſource of good, ſupreme in pow'r ! 
By the bleſt genius of this friendly bow'r 11 
TI ratify my ſpeech; before the ſun 
His annual longitude of heav'n ſhall run; 350 
When the pale Empreſs of yon” Rarry train 
Ups. will aſſert his rightful reign. _ | 70 ONE 
What thanks! what boon! reply'd the Queen, are due, 
- When time ſhall prove the ftoried bleſling true: 355. 
My Lord's return ſh6u'd fate no more retard, . 
Envy ſhall ficken at thy vaſt reward. 3 


"Bur iy prophetic felis, "alas! prefage, 
The wounds of Deftiny"s relentleſs rage 
I long muſt weep! nor will Uly/es come, 


Vb royal gift to ſend you honour'd home — 
Vous 


£ 

- 
** 
* ” 
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: Your other taſk, ye menial train, forbear: 
Now waſh the ſtranger, and the bed'prepare ; 
With ſplendid palls the downy fleece adorn : © 
Up-rifing early with the purple morn, | 365 
His finews ſhrunk with age, and ſtiff with toil, | 
7 In the warm bath foment with fragrant oil, 
Then with Telemachus the ſocial feaſt 
Partaking free, my ſole invited gueſt ; 
Whoe'er neglects to pay diſtinction due, 11455 AUP 
The breach of hoſpitable right may-rae. | 
The vulgar of my: ſex-I moſt exceed 
In real fame, when moſt humane my deed : 


7 
. 


V. 363. Now waſh the firanger, c.] This was one of the firſt 
rites of hoſpitality obſeryed towards ſtrangers, amongſt the Antients z 
the Scriptures abound with inſtances of it: Abrabam offers water to 
waſh the feet of the. Angels. whom he miſtook for ſtrangers, Ce. 
There was alſo a bath for the ſtranger, but this ſeems to have been a 
greater honour (as Dacier obſerves) than that of waſhing: the feet; 
this may be gather'd from the manner in which it was perform'd; 
the daughters of the family, even young Princeſſes, aſſiſted at the 
bath; but the waſhing the feet was an office, committed to ſeryants : 
Thus the daughter of Nefor in the third Odyſſey bath'd Telemacbus, 
but Ulyſſes being diſguis'd like a beggar, Euryclea waſhes his feet. 
This agrees exactly with another paſſage of ſcripture z when David 
ſent to aſk Abigarl to wife, 1 Sam. xxv. 41. ſhe made anſwer, Let 
thine handmgid be a ſervant to waſh the feet of the ſervants of my 
Lord, My memory fails me, if there be any other paſſage, either 
in the Iliad or Odyſſey, where this practice of waſhing the feet is di- 
rectly mention'd ; the reaſon is, this was an office perform' d only to 
inferior perſons; the bath was for Heroes and Kings. Now both 
Homer's — are fill'd with the characters of ſuch petſonages, and 
therefore there was no room to mention it in other places: tis true, 


the word here is &i τν, and does not neceſſarily imply the 
waſhing of the feet, but waſhing in general: yet here it is to be un- 
derſtood of the feet, for Euryclea in the act of waſhing them diſco- 
vers this ſtranger to be Ulyſſes, 


E 2 


And 
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And vainly to the praiſe of Queen aſpire, 

If, ſtranger ! I permit that mean attire, 375 
Beneath the feaſtful bow'r. A narrow ſpace 

Confines the circle of our deſtin'd race; 

"Tis ours, with good the ſcanty round to grace. 


Thoſe who to crael wrong their ſtate abuſe, 

Dreaded in life, the mutter d curſe purſues; ; 380 

By death diſ- rob'd of all their ſavage pow rs, 

Then, licens'd rage her hateful prey devours. 

But he whoſe in- born worth his acts commend, 

Of gentle ſoul, to human race a friend; 

The wretched he relieves diffuſe his fame, 3% 
And diſtant tongues extoll the patron-name. 
Princeſs, he cry d, in vain your bounties flow 
On me, confirm'd, and obſtinate in woe, 
When my lov'd Crete receiv'd my ſiaal view, 
And from my weeping eyes her clifts withdrew ; 
Theſe tatter d weeds (my decent robe reſign dj 
I choſe, the livery of a woful mind! 


V. 376. —— A norrow ſpare 
Confines the circle of aur deflin'd race. ] 


The ſenſe is bere cut hort, and. Homer, like a good Painter, leaves 
famethiag to be-Gupply's by the Reader's imagination. Life is ſhort 

_ (lays Penh) we ought therefore to employ it in doing good. The 
Dante indeed which. ſhe uics, is not intirely conformable to true 
Theology ; ſhe here propoſes glory as tbe ſole aim of doing virtuous 

Actions; tho” in r places Homer plainly aſſerts, that we ought 
0a with picty to pleaſe the Gods. Daciæ. 


Nor 


| 
] 
\ 
] 
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Nor will my heart- corroding cares abate 
With ſplendid palls, and canopies of Rate : 

Low-couch'd on earth, ths gift of lep I ſcar, 398 
And catch the glances of the waking morn. 

The delicacy of your courtly train 
To waſh a wretched wand'rer wou'd diſdain; 
But if, in tract of lang experience try d, 

And fad ſimilitude of woes ally'd, 400 


V. 399. But if, in tra® of lng experiance, the. 
odd woman to waſh me (ſays Uiyſſes). The reaſon 0 


not evident at firſt view; but Caflarbius explains it 5 thay 
ſer acts thus to avaid the infults and the younger 
damſels of Penelope, who had ſufficiently outrag'd him in this and 


the preceding book ; they weuld think themſelves degraded by 
forming ſuch an office to a beggar. Eufathius remarks, — rn 
ancient Critics rejeQed three verſes here: It is abſurd, for S 
Unſſes ſhould chuſe Rurycles for this office, who was the only 

could diſcover him, af cn? nk hs Gi he knew the was 
quainted with the wound that afterwards diſcovers him: But 


was in hopes to draw her over to his intereſt, and make 
his affairs in the —_— . the Odyſfey ; and this 

many important occaſions, in perticuler in logking up 
the time of the battle between him and 2 Suitors; ſo that by 
means he prevents the report of that great incident from being 8 
ried to their partizans abroad; here therefore he artfully brip 
about, that Euryclea ſhould he afſign'd to this office, not =. do 
avoid the inſults of the other femalcs, but to make uſe of her faith- 
fulneſs and wiſdom to carry on his deſigns, make the way more 
eaſy to the Suitors DeſtruCtiog. The e ore was prudent ; 

the was aged, and acquainted with human its der not only by tea- 
ſon of 1 a bur Rad herſelf ſuffer's lu alt the affliftions of P. | 
xelope and 7. =, we find the is deſcyibed'as 3 mother to the 

whole family, and the all along adopts the afflitions of it: Eufta- 
thius therefore may perhaps be muten when he aſſerts this to be an 
inſtance of ill counſels crown d with good ſucceſs. But then it may 
be aſk d, if Euryclea was a perſon of ſuch wiſdom and fidelity, Fes 


I 
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Some wretch reluctant views aerial light, 
To her mean hand aſſign the friendly rite. 


© Pleas'd with his wiſe reply, the Queen rejoin'd : 


Such gentle manners, and ſo ſage a mind, 

In all who grac'd this hoſpitable bow'r 

I ne'er diſcerr'd, before this ſocial höur. 

Such ſervant as your humble choice requires, 
To light receiv'd the Lord of my deſires, * © 


Newfrom the birth: and with a mother's band 


His tender bloom to manly growth ſuſtain'd : 

Of -matchleſs prudence, and a duteous mind; 
Though now to life's extremeſt verge . 
Of ſtrength ſuperior to the toll aſſign d 


Riſe, Eurycla ! with officious care ts Ky 9 


For the poor friend the cleanſing bath prepare: 
This debt his correſpondent fortunes. claim, 
Too like Ce, and perhaps the ſume! 
Thus, old with woes my fancy paints him now ! 
For age untimely marks the careful brow. | 

- Jaſtant obſequious to the mild command, 
Sad, — node: with trembling hand | 


410 


1 8 


6 429 


_ 
he not Ulyſſes troft her with the ſecret of his return? The reaſon 
is plain, it would not only have been contrary to his cautious nature, 
but a breach of all decency to truſt himſelf to Euryclea, and not to 
Penelope ;\ this would in ſome meaſure have rais d. the character of 
Ty ſervant above that of his wife and Queen, , Part of this note I 


929 


She 
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She veils the torrent of her tearful eyes; rn 11 
And thus impaſſion'd to herſelf replies. 


Son of my love, and Monarch of my care? 


What pangs for thee this wretched boſom bears! 


Are thus by Jeve who conſtant beg his aid + 6 


With pious deed, and pure devotion, paid? 


313 veer 40142 Idea antisb O 

V. 422. Sbe-weik the torrent of ber tearful eyes: 'Dacier obſerves 
that Ariſtotle in his third book of Rhetoric quotes this action of Eu- 
ryclea as an ĩnſtance of a Paralogiſm familiar te Homer; and again in 
his Poetics he cites, it to the ſame purpoſe : A Paralogiſm conſiſts in 
making uſe of falſe reaſoning, and drawing a falfe conſequence from 
true premiſſeg:, “ All men, ſays Ariſsotle, are naturally perſuaded 
ce that where ſuch a thing is, or is done, ſuch another muſt hap- 
pen; we may therefore make them eaſily believe that if the! 

« js, the firſt muſt conſequently be; but in reality, the latter whic 
« we lay down as truth being often falſe, the former is ſo more fre- 
« quently, for it does not follow, that becauſe one thing is, another 
«© muſt neceſſarily be; but becauſe-we are perſuaded of the truth of 
«« the latter, we conclude falſly, that the fonmer is alſo true.“ The 
Reader will enter into the meaning of Ariftotle, and underſtand what 
a Paralogiſm is, by an example of it; for inſtance, if we were to 
prove a man to be in love, we bring it as an argument that he js 
pale: now this is a falſe reaſoning or paralogiſm, becauſe a perſon 
may be pale from other reaſons than love. Thus in the inſtance of 
Euryclea, ** Homer (ſays Ariſictle) impoſes upon his Reader, by men- 
« tioning. a fign that is known, to draw a conſequence from it, to 
« prove à thing that is not known; that is, Hamer endeavours to 
prove that the whole ſtory concerning Euryclea is true, and that, ſhe 
really hid her eyes when ſhe wept, becauſe this is a conſequence of 
paſſion, and becauſe it is natural for perſons to conceal their eyes 
with their. hands while they, weep. This alſo is a Paralogiſm, for 
every ſyllable concerning Euryclea may be a fiction of the Poet, tho! 
ſuch a geſture is natural to a perſon in her circumſtances ; the im- 
poſition. conſiſts in this, namely, in the art of the Pact, in endea- 
vouring to deceive us into a belief, that becauſe perſons when they 
weep,conceal their eyes, therefore it is true that Euryclea thus actu- 
ally wept ; the latter may be evidently falſe, tho* the former may be 
true; Ariſtotle brings this-praftice of Homer as an example to all Poets 
how to tell lies as they ought, or agreeably, __- | 
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He never dar'd deſod the facred fine, 

Of perfect Hecatombs in order flain : 

There oft imer d his enehay pow'r, , 430 
Long to protract. che fad ſeputchrall hour: 

That form d for empire-with- pacernal care, 
His realm migbe retoguitze an equal heir. 
O deftin'd head ! The pious vows are loſt ; 
Perhaps, like thee, poor gueſt | in wanton pride 

The. rich inſult him, and the young deride ! 

Canſcious of worth reviP'd, thy gen'rous mind 
The'friendly*rieof party declin d; 


V. 447 — The pious Vows ore bft ; 
His Got forgets bm ——1 


Euryclta we ſee is aftoniſh's to find that a perſon who is remarkable 
for his piety ſhould be unfortunate; the age was not enlighten'd 


enough to know that calamity is-often'a proof of virtue, and a tryal, 


not a puniſhmemt. Maximus Tyrivs, the Planar, 22 diſſert. excel - 

— this fubzect: „ Who (ſays that Author) can deny 
« U, to be a man of piety? ter remembers him, Minerva 
« loves him, Mercury guides him, d is enamour'd with him, 
40 22 Lexcorbea faves his life! Who then can deny but that Heaven 

hien with all his afflictions, that he might appear to be, and 
24 to be called a good man? this is the reaſon why he ſuf- 
«c fer d at Troy, from Suitors, by the Cyclops, by Cirre, and by 
% ſhipwreck; this is the reaſon why he wan d as a vagabond, 
* anda beygar, that he wis half naked, that he was firuck and in- 
« ſalted, and fuffer'd'a thouſand infolencies from the riots of the 
% Suitors': It was the favour and love of Heaven that brought him 
« into all theſe afflictions, 9 r of Neptune.” When 
CT _ man ſuffers, Heavn chuſes him out as an Heroe, 
flaws haw ws bare drvily by tie Bhy-of aSIOrEty and this 


is agreeable to true Theology, 


— 


My 
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My will concurring with my Queen's command, 440 
Accept the bath from this obſequious hand. 
A ſtrong emotion ſhakes my anguiſti d breaft ; 
In thy whole form Ut,/s ſeems expreſt: 
Of all the wretched harbour'd on our coaſt, 445 
None imag'd e'er like thee my maſter loſt. 
Thus half diſcover'd thro' the dark diſguiſe, 
With cool compoſure feign'd, the Chief replies : 
You join your ſuffrage to the pablieir vote; 
The ſame you think, have all beholders thought. 450 
He ſaid : repleniſh'd. from the pureſt ſprings, 
The laver trait with buſy care ſhe brings: 
In the deep vaſe, that ſhone like burniſn'd gold, 
The boiling fluid temperates the cold. 
Mean-time revolving in his thoughtful mind 455 
The ſcar, with which his manly knee was ſign d; 


V. 444, In thy wobole form Ulyſſes ſeems expreft, &c.] Homer 
continual rot his reflections trom the tor nt. ee? Penthpe, 
at the fight of this diſtreſſed and ill cloath'd ſtranger, breaks out 
into a tender ſentiment, and cries, © Perhaps my Uly/: is ſuch as 


« he!” for thus Euftathivs applies the expreſſion, M red ros fv 

o anna. dia xaxucw; that is, „he was not ſuch. by nature, 

«© but misfortune:"* But if we underſtand it of a bodily reſem- 

blance, the ſentiment is ſtill beautiful, and the Reader cannot 'with- 

7 pleaſure ſee Penelope. deceiv'd in comparing Ulyſſes with Ulyſſes. 
acier. 

V. 448. —— e Chief replia.] This is very art 
ful in Ulyſſes : If he had deny d the 25 it might have given 
ſuſpicion; be therefore confeiſes it, and by conſeſſing it perſuades 
Eurycla that he is not the real Ulyſſes, Dacier, 


His 
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His face averting from the erackling blaze, 

His ſhoulders intercept th' unfriendly rays. 

Thus cautiqus in th obſcure he hop'd to f 

The curious ſearch of Euryc/ca's eye. 3. 460 

Caatious in vain ! nor ceas'd the dame to find 

The ſcar, with which his manly knee was fign'd. 
| This 


YES 


V. 457. His face averting from the. crackling blaze.] The reaſon 
why 65705 turns toward the darkneſs is to avoid diſcovery, and that 
-Eryclea might not examine him toe curiouſly : but this is not the 
whole defign of Homer; the Poet thus deſcribes Ulyſſes to give proba- 
bility to the future ſtory z for as Euffathius fudiciouſly remarks, it is 
from this action alone that the fainting of Euryclea, her laying her 
hand on the chin of Ulyſſes, his ſeifure of her throat to hinder her 
from diſcovering him, eſcape the notice of Penelope ; Ulyſſes is ſeated 
out of view, and withdrawn from obſervation. Dacier. 


V. 461. Cautious in vain ! nor cear'd the dame to find 
The ſtar ————] 


This ſtory concerning the wound of Ulyſſes, may, I fear, in ſome 
parts of it, ſeem ſomewhat tedious; it may therefore be neceſſary to 
thew that it is introduc'd with judgment; and though not intirely 
entertaining, yet artful. n mp” 

. Ariſtotle in the eighth Chap. of his Poetict, ſpeaking of the unity 
of the action of the Odyſſey, mentions this wound of Ulyſſes. Ho- 
mer, fays he, who.excel!'d other Poets in all reſpects, ſeems perfectly 
to have known this defect, (via. that all the actions of an Heroe do 
not” conſtitute the unity of the act ion, but only ſuch as are capable 
to be united with the fable) for in compoſing his Odyſſey, he has not 
mention d all the adventures of Uly/Jes : For example, he: has not 
5 6in'd” the wound he receiv'd upon Parnaſſus with the account of his 
feign'd madneſs, when the Greeks aſſembled their army; for becauic 
one of them happen'd, it was neither neceſlary nor probable that 
the other ſhoyld alſo happen ; but he has inſerted all that could hare 


reſpect to one and the ſame aftion. Monſicur Dacier fully explains 


Ariftetle; We have in this precept (obſerves that Author) two re- 
markable events ia the life of Ulyſſes, his feign'd madneſs, and his 
wound receiv'd upon Parnaſſus: The Poet mentions the wound, but 
is ſilent about his madneſs ; He ſaw that the latter had no connexion 
A1 either 


5 
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This on Parnaſſus combating the boar, 

With glancing rage the tuſky ſavage tore. 

r 

His granſire ſent him to the ſylvan chace, 


” 


either in truth or probability with the ſubject of his Poem, and there- 
fore he ſays not a word of it; he has acted otherwiſe with reſpe& to 
the wound receiv'd upon Parna//us : for altho' that wound was np 
more to the matter of his Poem, than the madneſs, yet he ſpeaks of 
it, becauſe he found an opportunity of inſerting it fo naturally into 
his principal action, that it becomes a neceſſary part of it, ſince it 
cauſes a 1emembrance of his Hero, that is, fince it is the occaſion 
of Euryclea's diſcovering Ulyſſes; ſo that this Hiſtory which is here 
related at length is no foreign Epiſode, but a natural part of the ſub- 
je, by being thus artfully united to it. This fully teaches us of 
what nature the different parts which a Poet uſes to form one and the 
ſame action ought to be; namely, either neceſſary or probable conſe- 
quences of one another, as the remembrance of -Ulyſſer. was of this 
wound: every adventure then that has not this connexion ought to 
be rejected as foreign, and as breaking the unity of the action: And 
therefore Homer took care not to interrupt the unity of his Odyſſey, 
by the Epiſode of the feign'd madneſs of Ulyſſes; for that incident 
could not be produc d by any that were neceſſary or proper to the 
Poem, nor produce any that had the leaſt relation to it, | 

Beſju fully agrees with Ariflorle and Dacier, and gathers from this 
Epiſode that ſome incidents which make not directly any part of the 
action or the fable may he inſerted into a Poem, if hole incidents are 
neceſſary to clear up any part of the fable or ac ? 

This remembrance, . or diſcovery by the wound, is mention'd in ano- 
ther place; ſee the twenty-firſt Odyſſey. Ariftotle in his ſeventeenth 
Chap. of the Poetics, prefers this remembrance to that there made to 
Eumæus ; It is (obſerves that Author) here managed with more ads 
dreſs and art; it is done without defign, and ſeems a conſequence of 
the ſtory ; There Ulyſſes himfelf diſcovers the wound: here it ariſes 
from the ſubject, and a ſeries of incidents: there Ulyſſes has recourſe 
to it, and it cauſes no ſurpriae, / becauſe there is no great art in ſhew> 
ing a maric, Which we are willing to have known. All remerbrances 
therefore (ſays Ariſtotle which produce their, effects by. deſign have 
little, ingenuity : ereas thoſe which are brought about by chance, | 
ſurpriae us, and are inſtances of the Poet's art and addreſs,” * 
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Autolycus the bold: (a mighty name 


5a 2 | 202 203, 3067 n fit, 
For ſpotleſs faith and deeds of martial fame: | 
"Oy (3267 IG 123674 BVE1O 75 7h Hermes 
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V. 467. Autolycus the bold : (a mighty name 
Fe ſpotleſs faith 3 


This dmcolt 'paſſage is well explain d by Dacier and Euftathin: The 
2 . argon; ixfxaro 
Kamen d' zug Te | 


which literally run thus, he ſurpaſs'd all men in ſwearing and ſleal- 
ing i“ a terrible character! if it were to be underſtood according 
to the letter: It has been imagin'd, that Homer commends Autolycus 
For his addreſs in robbery, and making equivocal oaths ; like the per- 
ſon (ſays Euftathizs) who made a truce with his Enemies for ſeveral 
days, immediately went and ravag d their territories by night, 
and "defended it, by telling them that the truce was not made for the 
night but the day: or like the perſon mention d by Aber, who 
Kole a fiſh, and gave it to his neighbour, and being queſtion d about 
it, ſwore, that he had it not himſelf, nor ſaw any other perſon ſteal 
it: but this is not the meaning of Homer, for he calls Autolycys 
ZoY9Xog or 2 man, and adds that this xhewlogtry xa; berg, 
was the gift of a God. The truth is, the former word does not 
here ſignifie theft, nor the latter perjury : the former fignifies a laud- 
able in concealing our own defigns, and diſcovering ' thoſe of 
our enemies; it conſiſts in ſurpriſing them, hen they leaſt expect us, 
in beating up their quarters, carrying off their convoys, their provi- 
Kong, in ſhort in all manner of ſtratagems, authoriz d by the 
laws of war: Sexo ſignifies fidelity in obſerving an oath, and never 
violating the ſanctity of it. Plato in his firſt book de Repub. makes 
it plain, that this is the ſenſe of Homer ; He there quotes this paſſage, 
and aſſerts that he is the beſt guardian of an army, who knows how 


to ſteal the counſels and enterpriſes of the enemy, Ta r TA a 
N. fuvpels, xa} To; aac rrofug; from this, it is 
there inferr'd, that juſtice is a kind of chicanery' fh u orig in” 


whale Prawn, xa: Padfn rey ix ess] by which we ſerve our 

+ eg e t the anſwer there 

given to this aſſertion is, & d 7% Ale, or, by no means: It 

muſt be underſtood with ſome reftriftion : It is lawful to deceive an 

enemy in war, but in common life criminal. The qualities therefore 

that Hemer commends in Autolycus, are his dexterity in — 
: penetra 


1 
* 0 
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Hermes his Patron- god thoſe gifts. beſtow d, 
Whoſe ſhrine with weanling lambs he wont to.load.) 470 
His courſe to [hace this Hero ſped, * 
When the firſt product of Laertes bed | 
Was new diſclos'd to birth ; the banquet ends, 
When Euryclea from the. Queen deſcends, | 
And to his fond embrace the bade commends. 475 b 
1% Receive, ſhe cries, your royal daughter's ſon ; 
And Name the bleſſing that your pray rs have won. 

| Then 


penetrating and preventing the deſigns of his enemies, and the reli- 


- gious obſervance of his oaths, and no theft and perjury ; Euftarbius 


explains Hamer by adding xhenlogurny & xaxny, dex or N 

V. 469. Hermes brs Patron · gad thoſe gifts beſtow'd.] The reaſon 
why Homer attributes theſe gitts to 2 is, becauſe he was the 
preſident of ſecrecy, or of all things that are acted with a defire of 
concealment. He is alſo the God of ſpeech, it therefore appertain'd 
to that Deity to guard the verity of it, in particular of oaths, being 
the preſident of ſpeaking. Dacier. 

V. 476. ** Recebve, ſbe cries, r daugbter's ſan, &c.] W. 
have here an ancient cuſtom oblerv'd by the Greeks | The child = 


placed by the father upon the — knees, as a token that a 


; grandchild was the moſt agreeable preſent that a ſon could make to a 
- father, That this was an antient cuſtom is evident from the Mad. 


G 


1 


= Foyipes & tex Epiris 
Med. yiraow view eQioo50Vas Pine · 
EE ini ee — 
That is, the father of Phenix imprecated the furies, that Phenix 
might never have a ſon to place upon his grandfather's knees, 
It has been already remark' d that it was cuſtomary in Greece for 


the parents to name the child ; here the grandfather names Ulyſſes : 
but this is done by permiſſion of the parents, for 2 bids them 


ire the name. 
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Then thus the hoary Chief, My victor arms 
Have aw'd the realmsaround with dire alarms : 
% A ſure memorial of my dreaded fame 480 
« The boy ſhall bear; Ves be his name | 
And when with filial love the youth ſhall come 

To view his mother's ſoil, my Deſphic dome | 
OI With gifts of price ſhall ſend him joyous home. 
Lur'd with. the promis'd boon, when youthful prime 48; 
Ended in man, his mother's natal clime + - 
- Ulyſes ſought ; with fond affection dear 
Ampbhithea's arms receiv'd the royal heir: 


Her antient * Lord an equal joy poſſeſt; Autolyeus, 
| Tnftant he bade prepare the genial feaſt : 490 
A ſteer to form the ſumptuous banquet bled, 


Whoſe ſtately growth five flow'ry ſummers fed: 
His ſons divide, and roaſt with artful care 
The limbs; then all the taſteful viands ſhare. 

Nor ceas'd diſcourſe (the banquet of the ſoul) 495 

Till Pbæbus wheeling to the weſtern goal 
Refign'd the ſkies, and night involy'd the pole. 
Their drooping eyes the flumb'rous ſhade oppreſt, 
Kaku and all retir d to reſt. 


was call'd — from ov 72. implying 1 
bins) that many bated, or were enraged at, Aut 
- miſchief he had done by his art in war, be rd love * * 


c e Ove 
from the terror he had been to Bis enemics, 
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Soon as the morn, new-rob'd in purple light, 500 
Pierc'd with her golden ſhafts the rear of night; 
. Ulyſſes, and his brave maternal race | 
The young Autolyci, aſſay the chace. _ 
Pernaſſus, thick perplex'd with horrid ſhades, - 
With deep-mouth'd hounds the hunter troop invades ; 505 
What time the ſun, from ocean's peaceful ſtream, | 
5 Darts o'er the lawn his horizontal beam, 
The pack impatient ſnuff the tainted. gale ; -- 
The thorny wilds the wood-men fierce aſſail: 


And foremoſt of the train, his cornel ſpear | 510 
q Ulyſſes wav'd, to rouze the ſavage war. 
0 Deep in the rough receſſes of the wood, 


A lofty copſe, the growth of ages ſtood : - 

Nor winter's boreal blaſt, nor thund'rous ſhow'r, 

Nor ſolar ray, eou'd pierce the ſhady bow'r, 315 
With wither'd foliage firew'd, a heapy ftore ! 

The warm pavilion of a dreadful boar. 

Rous'd by the hounds and hunters mingling cries, 

The ſavage from his leafy ſounder flies: | 
With fiery glare his ſanguine eye balls nine. $20 
And briſtles high impale his borrid chine, 3 
Voung Ithacus advanc'd, defies the foe, | | a 
Poiſing his liſted lance in a& to throws +++ 


he The ſavage renders vaia the wound decreed, _ | 
\ And ſprings impetuous with opponent ſpeed! © fzg 
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His tuſks oblique he aim'd the knee to goar ; 
Aſlope they glanc'd, the ſinewy fibres tore, 
And bar'd the bone: Ulyſſes undiſmay d, 

Soon with redoubl'd force the wound repay d: 
To the right ſhoulder joint the ſpear apply'd: 550 
His further flank with ftreaming purple dy d: 

On earth he raſh'd with agonizing pain; 

With joy, and vaſt furprize, th* applauding train 

View'd his enormous bulk extended on the plain, 
With bandage firm Le“ knee they bound ; 535 
Then chaunting myſtic lays, the cloſing wound 


* 


— los, abr ang anint  - 
of facred melody a d the fare, ]-. 


This is a remarkable jafuncs of the antiquity of chat, ;dls fopurti-- 
— — 2 or charms : yet Homer is no 
way blameable fot mentioning it; he wrote according to the opinion 
of the age, which whether true or falſe vindicates bim as 2 Port, 
Indeed almoſt all other Poets have ſpoken more boldly than Homer of 


the power of \ncagtations ; thus Fiegib | 2 
Carmina vel. cle peoſſunt deducere hn, 
Wes Car minibus Circe ſocies mutavit Ulyſſei, = 
ae Frixid in pratis catttands rumpitur anguis. 
Bat we may defend Hamer from Play, who has thought this 


wiz. Whether charms are available phyſically, worthy of a — 
diſcuſiom ; be refers to this paſſage in his natural 7855 kb. 28. 


— =, ini: Ulinerato oY em 


N Cato * - 
XS 


Attatus ': — * if- 

N <p - and. the word duo, it will, 
even the 1 of Poets; and I hardly believe that any of them 
have ventur d to on a ſerpent truſting to the charm. But 


his ſting. I think theſe grave Authors outdo 


14 we 
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Of ſacred melody confeſs d the force; 
The tides of life regain'd their azure courſe. 
Then back they led the youth with loud acclaim ; 
Autolycus, enamour'd with his fame, 540 
Confirm'd the cure: and from the De/phic dome 
With added gifts return'd him glorious home. 
He ſafe at Itbaca with joy receiv'd, 
Relates the chace, and early praiſe atchiev'd. 
Deep o'er his knee inſeam'd, remain'd the ſcar: 545 
Which noted token of the woodland war 
When Euryclea found, the abl uſion ceas'd ; 
Down dropp'd the leg, from her ſlack hand releas'd ; 


we are to underſtand this charm not merely as a form of words, but 
— muſica} notes, and then it may appear more rational : 
"the cure of the Sciatica, Theophraftus. commends the Phryg:an 

muſic, and A. Gellius for giving eaſe to it; but adds, ut Memoria 
froditum off. Apallonius in. his book de Miris, affirms from Tbæpbra- 
Jus, that Muſic cures many diſeaſes both of mind and body, aa da- 
Ty Xrolouia;, ies, xa? Ta; int pacerphy tyryropaireg The 
Haring ixracon;, ara: N nana; le] xat ir- 
(bias. And the ame Author affiems, that many in his. time, 
Gally the Theben, uſed the pipe for the cure of ſeveral fick 
which Galen calls zaTevxir Te vim, ſuptr dn affetto tibi c- 
nere ; or loca delentia decamare, I will not -affirmy that fuck 
of muſic have no power in ſome maladies; every 
effect the harp of David had over the fpirits 'of 
either loſt, ot not yet found out the art: 
aſſign' d for it; for as the muſica} notes 
moves the inward fpirits, and the kumours of 

the ſeat'of diſeaſes; ſo that by this new motion they 
denſed, rarified; diſſipated or expell'd, according as they 
or influenc's by the concyſſion of the muſical notes; 
this be, if other Poets may ſay that charms have power to ſtop the 
rivers in their courſes, Hemer is not to be condemned for aſcribing the 
power of ſtopping blood to incantationg. See Mr, Cowley't Notes on 
the firſt beok of bis Davideis. : | 

K 4 The 
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The mingled fluids from the vaſe redound ; 

The vaſe reclining floats the floor around? 350 
Smiles dew'd with tears the pleaſing ſtrife expreſt 
Of grief, and joy, alternate iti her breaſt. 

Her flute ng words in melting murmurs dy'd/; 

At length abrupt — my ſon!'= my King! — ſhe cry d. 
His neck with fond embrace infoldiog faſt, 555 


Full on the Queen' her raptur'd eye ſhe cat. 
Ardent to ſpeak the Monarch fafe reſtor © 
But ſtudious to conceal her royal Lord. 


Minerva fix'd her tülud on views remote, 8 A a 
And from the preſent bliſs abſtracts her thou ght. 1 £ 
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Full twenty annual ſuns in diſtant ſkies: 
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His hand to Furyclaa's mouth apply d. 
Art thou foredoom d my peſt ? the Hetoe eryõd· 
Thy milky founts my infant lips have drain d: 
And have the Fates thy babling age ordain'd | - 
To violate the life thy youth ſuſtain'd ? + - | 
An exile have 1 told, with weeping eyes, 17: 


At length return'd, ſome God inſpires thy breaſt 
To know thy King, and here I'ftiind confeſt. | 
This heav'n · diſcover d truth to thee confign'd; 570 
Reſerve, the treaſure of 'thy/inmoſt minim 
Elſe if the Gods my vengeſul arm ſuſtain, 
d proſtrate to my ſword the Suitor train: = 
ith their lewd iuntes, thy dhdifiidgeith's age 
bleed « vu / m yiddidtivemge/} © 3575 
Then thus r$join'd the dame, devoid of fer: 
What worde, my ſon, haye paſs'd'thy lips ſevere? —* 


Deep in my ſoul the truſt ſhdll lodge ſetur d, 1 b. 
With ribs of eel, * wardle beart immur d. das qu 
[e ret nis Þ; "OI yo" J ; N 


% 47 * ' Pltarch 

578, "7 in . r Pal ay eur d. 

in his treatiſe upon 225 lk obſerves, that * — 
that had relation to =: — remarkable * their taciturnitv i they 


1 N. great à maſter of ſecrecy ax Wyſs : It iy 
i EI lon, and bis nurſe; His very To 
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- * 


9 4 8, poſſeſe d this, vi tue in 
n ropes * be A bs 88.5 : 
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gather from this Ede, Pros be. 
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When heav'n, auſpicious to thy tight avow' d. 380 
Shall proſtrate to thy ſword the Suitor-crowd z. | 
deeds I']1 blazon of the menial fair 

he lewd to death devote, the vittuous ſpare, | 
Tay aid avails me not, the Chief reply'd 3.1. - 


My own experience ſhall their.doom decide 383 


A witneſs-judge precludes a long appeal: 
Suffice it thee thy Monarch to conceal, 
He ſaid : obſequious with redoubl'd pace, 

She to the fount conveys ch exhauſted vaſe ; | 
The bath renew d, ſhe ends the pleaſing toil _ 690 
With plenteous unction of ambroſial oil. 
Adjuſting to his limbs the tatter'd veſt, 

| Tho' night, diſſalving grief in grateful eaſe, - 
Your drooping eyes with ſoft oppreſſion ſeiae . ” 
Suſpend the reſiſul hour with, ſweet diſcourſe; |. -- 
The day (ne'er brighten'd with a beam of joy !) 
nenn. Wo 2 0» 


7¹⁰ * "7 
„V. 897. — 751 we n 8 that 

cuſtorn of anointing the feet was an inſtance 'of Juxury; 4 ES 

Tis! over” the oriental world' folely cut of neceſſity, to avoid n- 
Hietitis in thoſe hot regions. This cuſtom preva d manyages after 
Homer, and we have im inſtance of it in tlie woman who Wash d the. 
feer of our Lord and Saviour with tearej and anòinted them with oil. 
This place is a plain proof that oil was uſed after waſting thi fert 2 
well as after bath:og. 8 
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And, unattended by ſincere repoſe, | f 
The night aſſiſts my ever Wwakeful woes: 

When nature's huſh'd beneath her brooding ſhade, 

My echoing griefs the ſtarry vault invade, 0 | 
Ay when the months are elnd in flow ry green, 605 
Sad Philomel, in bow'ry ſhades unſeen, ' 1 (32 


T9. 
4 8 281 C L 
V. 606. Sad Philomel, Ce. 1 This paſſage is thus explain'd by 
Faſtatbius, The ame ie — ase to expreſs the ſorro 
of Penelope, but the nature of it : It is not ſo. much intended to illu- 
ſtrate her grief, as her various agitations and different thoughts com- 


pores to the different accepts. in the mouraful ſong of the nightiagale z | 
thus Homer applies it. | 


a0, nad tad Hog Ide em i. n Ho, 
E us adds, that ' this ft ently. from 
abius adds, that Homer. relates this rr 


later Authors: He mentions nothing of 
unleſs that name be-the ſame with Pandaras ; Io likewiſe is by i 
them call'd Itys. The ſtory is thus, according to theſe writers: Phi- 
lemela was the wife of Ten King bf Thrate;) ſhe had a ſiſter nam d 
Progne, whom Tereus raviſh'd and cut her tongue out, that ſhe might, 
— diſcover the — 6 — — 9 4 
the ſtory in a piece 9 n thi lomela er own 
ſon Teys or Jyke, and ferv'd up 12 to t. . of her Boſband 
Tren; which being Fre to him he purſues Philomela and 
Progne, who are ſeigu d to be chang'd into birds for their ſwift flight 
into Athens, by which they eſcap d the revenge of T:. Philanela\. 
is fabled to be turn'd into a nightingale, and Progne into a ſwallow z. 
it being obſerved by Pauſaniat,- that no ſwallow-ever build in Y,, 
or nightingale is ever ſeen there, as hating the country of Terevs. But 
Homer follows a different hiſtory : Pandarem ſon of Merops had three 
daughters, Merop?, other a, and A dien: Pandareus married his eldeſt; 
| daughter Aab to Zetbus bes of Amphicr, mentioned in the ele- 
| venth Odyſſey ; ſhe had an only ſon nam'd Itylus; and being envious | 
| at the numerous family of her brother in law Anpbien, the reſolves 
: to murder Amaleus the eldeſt of bet nephews 3 ber own fob ſtyles was 
| brought up with the children of Amphion, and lay in the ſame bed 
with this Aton directs her ſon Iylus to abſent himſelf one 
night from the bed, but he forgets her orders; at the ti r= 
4 Phy ſhe conveys her ſelf into the apartment, and murthers — 
* * . 0 a 


a 
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To vernal airs attunes her varied ſtrains: 

And 1ylus ſounds warbliog oer the plain: 
Young /:y4vs, his parents darling joß 
Whom chance miſled;the mother to deſtroy: 610 
Now doom d eee _ 

80 in noctumal ſolitude forlorn, . 
n 

My Mind reflective, in a thorny maze 

Tſevious from care to'care inceſſant ius. 615) 
Now, wav'rivg doubt ſucceeds to long deſpair ; | 
Shall I m virzia nuptial vow revere s: 

And joining to my ſou's my menial rain, 
Partake his councils, and aſſiſt his reign! 

Of, fince'thiture in manbodd,”he'deptores 620 
His dome diſhonour'd, and exhauſted ſtores ; ; 
Shall I, reluctant I tn hig will cord: 

Ard from the Peers felo& the nobleſt Lord; 

So by my choice avow'd, at length decide 
Theſe waſteful love-debates, a mourning bride? 625 
A-viſionary thought I'll now. relate, | 
Illuftrate, if you know, 1 4.44 

A team of twenty geeſe {a ſnow. white train!) 
rr 
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ks, by miſtake, miſtake, inflead. of her ee upon 

_ = pat ber proper bl Can — 

= == grant her prayer; and change bar inte 2 
1 1 +.» . 
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Boox XIX. HOMER's' ODYSSEY, 2209 
Amuſe my penſive hours. The bird of JwWỹ 630 
Fierce from his mountain - eyrie downward: drove; 
Each fav'rite fowl he pounc'd with deathful ſway, 
And back triumphant wing'd his airy way. 
My pitying eyes effus d a. plenteous fiream, /, 
To view their death thus imag d in a dream: 635 
With tender ſympathy to ſooth my ſoul, 
A troop of matrons, fancy-form'd, condo le.. 
But whillt with grief and rage my boſom burn'd, _ 
Sudden the tyrant of the ſkies return'd zo 
Perch'd on the battlements he thus began, 
(In form an eagle, e th 
O Queen! no vulgar, viſion of the ſky 
I come, prophetic of approaching joy: my 
View in this plumy form thy victor Lord; 4 
1 


1 
* 
- 


640 


The geeſe (a glutton race) by thee deplor'd, - 
Portend the Suitors fated to my ſword. 18 3 
This faid, the pleaſing feather'd omen cas d. 
When from the downy bands of fleep releas d, 
Faſt by the limpid lake my fwan-like train SIE 
I found, inſatiate of the golden grain." cnt 6 65o 
The viſion (elf explain'd (the Chief * 
Sincere reveals the ſanction of the ſkies: i. lg 
Des ſpeaks his own return decreed ; 
And by his ſword the Sditors ſure to bleed. : 
Hard is the taſk, and rare, the Queen rejoin'd, - 6 
r * n 
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2 %%/¶ HOHEN ODYSSEY. Book XIX. 
Immur d within the ſilent how y of S, 

Two portals firm the various ꝓhantoms keep: 

Of iv'ry one i whence flit to mock the brain, 

Of winged Lies a light fantaſtie train: 6560 

The gate oppos d pellueid valves adorn, 

And columns — — 


V. 657. Immur'd woithin the fllent _ of ſleep, &c 2 This ſcems 
to be a bold fiction, and Commentators have labour'd hard to ſhew 
- reaſon of it: Some imagine, that by the horn is meant a tunic ot 
the eye, which is call'd horny; and that the ivory repreſents the 
teeth ; and that by theſe alluſions the Poet intended to expreſs that 
what we hear ſpoken may be falle, but what we ſee muſt infallibly be 
true: that is, according to this fable, the ivory gate emits falſhood, 
that of horn, truth. Others explain Hamer by referring to the nature 
of horn and ivory, horn, being pervious to the fight, and ivory impe- 
netrable. Dacier, from Euftathins, gives us a very different ſolution; 
by horn which is tranſparent Homer. means the air, or heavens which 
are tranſlucent ; by ivory, he denotes the earth which is groſs and 
paket Thus the dreams which come from the earth, that is, thro" 
the — of i ivory, - are falſe ; 3 thoſe from heaven, or thro' the gate of 


deſeribing the ceremonies — the —— mentions the — 
oblivion, of hatred and lamentation; and then adds, that there 
other in the ſame place; namely, in Memphis in Eg ypt 
are 2227 
without an head; now Homer in the twen -fourth Odyſſey places the 
© xegion of dreams in the way to the i ſhades, it is paſt diſ- - 
pute that he borrows all theſe fables of Styx, Cactus, (that is, of the 
es of hatred, lamentation,) c. from ep and places them in 
, after Orpheus, who adapted all his ceremonies according to the 
rites of burial obſery'8 at Mempbii, as Drodorus fully proves: _— 
fore he borrows the fable of the gates of oblivion, ce. from 
wh Non —.— gates of falhood and rerty e 


ſince he whole relation concerning bell From the c- 
Roms of the ®; —.— and this region o dreams is placed by him 
in the paſſage. to: hell : It may therefore not be impoflible but this 
tory of the gates of ſleep, ma — have a real foundation, and be built 
pon the cuſtoms of the ERA WW. 
ar | Where 
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With viſions manifeſt of Future fate 
Not to this tröbp: T fear, that plats ts, 665 
Which ſpoke Uly/zi to hid kein fellofdy ; * 
Deluſive ſemblante But my remnant = | 
Heay'n ſhall determine in a gameful firife : "7 
With that fam'd bow Uly/e: taught to bend. 
For me the rival archers ſhall contend, 570 
As on the liſted field be us'd to places 
Six beams, oppos'd to ſix in equal ſpace ; py 

Elanc'd a-far by his unerring art, | 

Sure thro' ſix circlets flew the whizzing dart. | . 
So, when the ſun reſtores the purple day, * 675 
Their ſtrengih and ſxill the Suitors ſhall aſſay : 
To him the ſpouſal honour js decreed, 

Who thro' the rings directs the feather'd reed. 

Torn from theſe walls (where long the kinder pow'rs 
With pomp and joy have wing'd my youthful hours!) 680 
On this poor breaſt no dawn of bliſs ſhall beam; 

The pleaſure paſt ſupplies a copious theme 

For many a dreary thought, and many a doleful dream ! 

Propoſe the ſportive lot, the Chief replies, 

Nor dread to name your ſelf the bowyer's prize: 685 
Uly/e: will ſurprize the unfiniſh'd game 

Avow'd, and falſify the Suitors' claim, 

To whom with grace ſerene the Queen rejoin'd : 
In all thy ſpeech what pleaſing force I find ! 
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O'er my ſuſpended fu ha monty 
I part reluQant from che pleaſing tale. 


. Boox XIX. 


1 


Dr 


Repoſe to night, and toil to day decreed : 
Grateful, viciſſitude ! Yet me withdrawn, 
Wahab no wan and wind the ae ey. 
Eftabliſh'd uſe enjoins; to reſt and joy | 

Eſtrang d ſince dear Ubfſe ſail'd to Try C 
Mean-time inftruQted is the menial tribe 

Your couch to faſhion as your ſelf preſcribe. 
Thus affable, her bow'r the Queen aſcends ; 
The fov'reign ſtep a beauteous train attends ; 30 
There imag d to ber ſoul UA roſe; 


Down her pale cheek new Rreaming forrow flows : 


Tin ſoft oblivious ſhade Minerva ſpread, 8 
And ofer ber eyes ambroſal lumber mel. 
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* The End of the Fowrth Volume, 
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